MISHAAL IS BLOOD-DEBTEIf 
TO LATE KING HUSSEIN | 

Hamas Sees no Justification for a Change in Relations with Jordn l 




AMMAN Jordan (AP)- Marching 
with other mourners this week 
In King Hussein's funeral pro- 
cession, Hamas leader Khaltd 
Mashaai says his thoughts 
turned Toward his blood debt 
to the late monarch. 

Seventeen months ago, 
Mashaai lay near death in an 
Amman hospital after being 
poisoned by Israeli intelli- 
gence operatives. King 
Hussein _ livid over the brazen 
assassination attempt on his 
soil by a supposedly friendly 
neighbor _ threatened to hang 
the captured Mossad men in a 
downtown square unless Israel 
provided an antidote. It did. 

"I haven’t forgotten what he 
did for me," Mashaai, 43, a 
senior political Leader and 
strategist with the radical 
Islamic group, said in an inter- 
view Wednesday in a nonde- 
script office in downtown 
Amman, the blinds drawn and 
the walls hung with pictures oT 
the A1 Aqsa mosque in 
Jerusalem, Islam’s rhlrd-holiest 
shrine. 

Would the new king do the 
same? "Inshallah," (Cod will- 
ingl he replied..’ 

Hamas may not leave it to 
divine will. Jordan for years 
has been a base of operations 
for the political arm of Hamas. 
Now that King Hussein is dead, 
the group is putting the new 
monarch on notice that they 
expect he will shelter them as 
his father did. 

"There would be no justifi- 
cation For any change," said 
Mashaai, whose 'immaculate 
suit, dose-dipped graying hair 
and beard and well-spoken 
manner all contribute to an 
impression of controlled 
intensity. 

Hussein's dealings with 
Hamas were one of the late 
king's trademark balancing 
acts: He tolerated the group's 
presence even though it is a 
sworn enemy of the Jewish 
state and a violent opponent 
of the peace process he cham- 
pioned. 

Visionary but pragmatic, 
Hussein was well aware that 
cracking down on Hamas 
would have inflamed Jordan's 
Islamic movement, which has a 
large popular following. At 
one point in the early 1990s, 
the Islamic bloc and their sup- 


porters controlled nearly half 
the seats in the Jordanian par- 
liament. 

So Jordan's relationship with 
Hamas continued, despite dis- 
approval from its ally, the 
United States, and from Israel, 
with whom Hussein had made 
peace. Hussein not only casti- 
gated Israel for trying to kill 
Mashaai. he engineered the 
freeing of Hamas spiritual 
leader Sheik Ahmed Yassin 
from an Israeli jail in a swap 
for the captured Mossad 
assailants. 

The newly crowned King 
Abdullah, who took to the 
throne upon his father's death 
from cancer on Sunday, is 
expected to continue most of 
Hussein's ntoderate policies, 
which were painstakingly 
crafted to avoid making ene- 
mies in a volatile comer of the 
world. 

Hamas, Mashaai said, does 
not intend to do anything that 
might destabilize Jordan . 

Mashaai did not rule out 
new strikes by the group's mil- 
itary wing. Izzedine al Qassein 
, although, like other Hamas 
political leaders, he customar- 
ily disavows any knowledge of 
such operations. 

"Our resistance is continu- 
ous, our objective is to end 
the occupation of Palestine," 
he said. Hamas holds that all 
of Israel, not only the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip . rightful- 
ly belongs to the Palestinians. 

Yasser Arafat's decision to 
abandon rhe milirary struggle 
against Israel and work toward 
a state made up of less territo- 
ry than Palestinians had hoped 
for is bitterly opposed by 
Hamas. Underscoring that, 
Mashaai, who led the Hamas 
delegation to Hussein's funer- 
al. did not exchange a word 
with the Palestinian leader, 
who also attended. 

Mashaai did speak briefly 
with King Abdullah, and said 
he hopes to confer with him at 
length sometime soon. With 
Jordan still in an official period 
of mourning, “it's not yet the 
time for these things.” he said. 

If the funeral was an occa- 
sion for beginning a new rela- 
tionship with Abdullah, it also 
put Mashaai in close quarters 
with the Israeli delegation, 
which included the head of the 
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Mossad spy agency, Ephraim 
Halevy. The previous spy chief 
lost his job after the botched 
attempt to kill Mashaai. 

Mashaai said he did his best 
to keep his distance, but one 
member of the Israeli delega- 
tion, Eitan Haber, said after- 
ward he had walked just 
behind the Hamas leader in 


the procession. 

Speaking of the Israelis’ 
presence, a chilling note of 
contempt crept into Mashaal’s 
carefully modulated tones. "I 
didn't like seeing them, of 
course, because i don't like 
seeing them anywhere oh Arab 
land," he. said coldly. 

In Israel, Hama$ is seen, as a 


wild card in the campaign for 
prime minister nqw under 
way, with elections in inid- 
May. In 1996, a string of pre- 
election Hamas attacks helped 
throw voter support to hard- 
line Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who has since 
frozen the peace process. 

Mashaai disdained the 
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In a historic vote on Friday, the U.S. 
Senate acquitted President Bill 
Clinton of both articles of impeach- 
ment passed by the House of 
Representatives in December, and 
spared him from being the first 
president ever removed from office. 

The first vote, on the charge 
Clinton lied under oath in his 
August 17 grand jury testimony. 

• failed on a 55-45 vote, with 55 say- 
. ing “not guilty" votes. 

... The Senate also rejected, 50-50, 

. the second article of impeachment 

• which alleged the president 

..obstructed justice in his attempt to 

cover up his affair with former 
White House intern Monica 
hUewinsky. A two-thirds majority 
Would have been needed to convict 
^'•*nd remove the president, 
e Republicans voted with all 45 
r'^mocracs to reject the perjury 
ynarge and five COP senators voted 
^gainst the obstruction of justice 

I denying both articles of 
?V*peachment a simple majority of 
ttae Senate vote. 

£ vote brings the impeachment 
10 an end, with the House pros- 
l«utors failing to convince the nec- 
“fc-j lw6 ' thirds of tUe Senate the 
Nun™ 1 s l ,ou ld be removed from 
either ‘y'ng or obstructing 


Prat St . ale De P artme nt spokesman 
t0 comm ent on the 
* . l 5 ac 9 uittal and its impact 

policy telIin s thc Arab 

cPaily that nobody can talk about 
Jhls subject because it has no rela- 
^Kmship with thc U.S. policy in the 
Middle East. 


Some Middle East experts in 
Washington, however, believe that 
file Clinton impeachment and die 
acquittal in the Senate will have lit- 
tle impact on his foreign policy, 
especially in the Middle East. • 

from MUNIft NASSER 

Chief Correspondent 
in Washington 

William Quandt, a national secu- 
rity adviser under Presidenr Jimmy 
Carter, told the Arab Daily that he 
does not think the acquittal is going 
to have a dramatic impact on his 
foreign policy. 

“1 think the more important thing 
is as time goes on during the year, 
the whole political system here will 
be pretty occupied with the next 
elections and his influence one way 
or the other will begin to fade.' 1 

Quandt said we are approaching 
the last phase of the Clinton presi- 
dency inevitably and this vote gives 
him a little bit more time to try to 
put his stamp on certain foreign 
policy issues. 

"On the Middle East case we 
know that nothing much is going to 
happen until after the Israeli elec- 
tions and by then it Is really going 
to be very difficult for the Clinton 
Administration to do very much in 
die time that it will still have, So I 
am kind of pessimistic about seeing 
anything very surprising or new out 
of the White house in the remaining 
time ir.jiaS unless there Is some kind 
of crisis that he responds to in 
terms of plan ihitlative particularly 
on the Arab-lsrpeli issue," .. . 

Alan Makovsky, of the 


Washington Institute r 
for Near East Policy, ’• 
disagrees with Quandt • 
and believes the impeach- 
ment lias not been an issue 
as far as the peace process • 
was concerned. 

"Ironically, the Monica ^ , • 
story broke in rhe Middle of ' • ” • ; 
peace process diplomacy jL£j 
when Netanyahu and Arafat '<5 - . 
were in Washington," he told 
the Arab Daily. 

"I think the peace process ; 
diplomacy has helped Clinton > 
with the impeachment with the 
Wye Agreement coming on the , 
heels of the budget agreement 'ii 
in Congress. Together, those two ' 
things showed a President who was 
very much in charge. After the sign- 
ing of the Wye Agreement we never 
again heard people say the Clinton 
Presidency is over." 

Makovsfty thinks that it would be 
a mistake to say that rime has ran 
out on the Clinton Presidency. 

"I think you will see a push for 
something to happen in the 
peace process particularly 
on the Palestinian track. Jmm 
Al Gore would love 
campaign as a member 
of the Administration 
that brought peace in 
the Middle East. And 
that will be a feather - 

. In his cap." ■■ili 

Prior to the vote : 

on acquittal, there : 

was little doubt the BJf * 

■ Go to. page 29 
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JORDANIANS PRAY 
FOR KING HUSSEIN 
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Israeli parliamentary delegation pays 

CONDOLENCE VISIT TO KING ABDULLAH 


LOCAL NEWS 3 


AMMAN (Agencies) - Weekly 
Moslem prayers were dedicat- 
ed to the soul of the late King 
Hussein on Friday in solemn 
ceremonies at mosques across 
Jordan. 

. Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh, accompanied by his 
Cabinet, led noon prayers at 
Amman's King Abdullah I 
mosque before a congregation 
of subdued mourners, some 
wearing black-ribbons or 
badges of the man who ruled 
the country for 46 years. 

The whole congregation 
read the Fatiha, the first chap- 
ter of the Koran, as part of 
prayers for the soul of the late 
monarch who died from can- 
cer on Sunday at the nge of 63. 

In his televised sermon 
before prayers for the 
deceased got underway, 
Minister of Religious Affairs. 


Abdul Snlam al-Abbadi eulo- 
gised the Late King's "unique 
achievement in building a 
superb country in the face of 
copious challenges.'' He cold 
the congregation not to forget 
Hussein’s “selfless" work with 
orphans and pilgrims and 
directed them to ask God to 
give their late king a place in 
paradise and forgive his short- 
comings. 

“Dear Cod, have mercy on 
his soul, put him in paradise 
along with Prophet 
Mohammed's men and Muslim 
martyrs, God forgive him of all 
his sins, and let him rest in 
peace," said the prayer leader. 

After the prayers the con- 
gregation gathered around the 
Prime Minister to offer their 
condolences. 

State television continued 
its broadcast of recitations 


£ £ PRINCESS RANIA TO 
BECOME QUEEN IN 
THREE MONTHS ■■ 





AMMAN(AFP) - King Abdallah’s 
wife will be proclaimed queen 
in three months, at the end of 
the Royal Palace's period of 
mourning, a palace source 
told AFP. 

“The King will issue a royal 
decree at the end of the 
palace's three-month mourn- 
ing period making Princess 
Rania queen of Jordan," the 
source said. 

I The king's wife has for the 
moment kept the title of 
princess following Abdallah's 


ascension to the throne. 

“Abdallah did nor make his 
wife queen straight away out 
of respect for Queen Noor." 
the late King Hussein's 
widow, the source said. 

"Noor will become known 
as Queen Mother and will 
keep all the privileges due to 
her status as Queen," said the 
source. Queen Noor is 
Abdallah's step-mother. 

King Abdullah, 37, and 
Princess Rania, 28, married in 
June 1993. 


from the Koran which began at 
noon on Sunday when the 
King died. 

Poorer Jordanians over- 
flowed Amman's oldest 
mosque, in the capital's down- 
town district, where they lis- 
tened to a sermon which 
praised King Hussein as the 
“people's friend." 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
had ordered prayers at 
Mecca's grand mosque to be 
dedicated to the soul of King 
Hussein. 

The traditional 40-day 
mourning period will continue 
in which celebrations in 
Jordan are banned and Koranic 
verses will be read on the 
Kingdom's television and 
radio stations. 



• OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A 
. - delegation representing the full 

• jpectrum of parties in Israel's 
parliament arrived in Amman 

; Thursday to pay a condolence 
. visit to King Abdullah II and 
‘ --qf her members of the royal 
•^family. 

The parliamentary delegation 


was headed by Knessec speaker 
Dan Tichon from Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's 
Likud party and included repre- 
sentatives of all the fractious 
parliament’s factions. 

Safah Salim of the judeo-Arab 
communist party Hadash trav- 
elled alongside the leader of 


the far-light Molcdet Party 
Reliavam Zeevi, whose follow- 
ers support the expulsion of 
Arabs from Israel and the occu- 
pied territories. 

Ethiopian deputy Nawef 
Massalha represented the main 
opposition Labour Party while 
other members Included the 


left-wing Meretz party’s Haim 
Oron and Deputy Housing 
Minister Mcir Porusli from the 
ultra-Ortliodox United Torah 
Judaism party. 

King Abdullah took the 
throne Sunday following the 
death of his father King 
Hussein. 


RAMZI E. KHOURY 


ARAFAT CALLS FOR A 
CONFEDERACY WITH JORDAN 




KING HUSSEIN MOURNE1 
BY HIS ORPHANS 


AMMAN (AP) - The playground 
was empty, black flags fluttered 
in the breeze, and a group of 
teen-age orphans dressed in 
mourning black sat weeping as 
rliey said "amen" in unison to 
the calls of "Cod rest Hussein's 
soul in peace.” 

The children were praying for 
King Hussein, who died of can- 
cer Sunday. 

Perhaps nowhere outside the 
royal family did Jordanians 
grieve more for the king than at 
the Hashemiyeh Palace, a two- 
story mansion in Amman that 
Hussein turned into an orphan- 
age two years ago. 

"Hussein was my father, 
mother, brother, unde, friend 
and all my family, and I don’t 
have anybody to call ‘Dad’ 
now,” said Balqees. 

The 13-year-otd girl spoke to 
The Associated Press in 
between shrieks. TVvo orphan- 
age workers were cuddling her. 
They were weeping. 


"I never had a dad, but lie 
was one to me. He gave me love 
and care, a nice bedroom and a 
lot of toys,” said Balqees, who 
was found a few months old on 
the doorstep of an orphanage, 

When Hussein decided to 
give the palace to a local 
orphanage, he also reshuffled 
his Cabinet and accused offi- 
cials of neglecting “my young 
angels," the orphans who up to 
then had lived in run-down 
state hostel named after the 
king. 

The king and his wife, Queen 
Noor, frequently came to visit 
the 230 orphans living at the 
wooded estate, which has been 
valued at dlrs 7 million. The 
royal couple gave toys and com- 
puter games to the children, 
whose ages ranged from four 
-months to 14 years. 

The king is known to have 
had a soft spot for the white- 
stone palace because it is the 
site of the grave of his third 


BANGLADESH 
JORDAN " 


DHAKA (AFP) - Bangladesh’s Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed would visit 
Jordan “shortly" to pay her respects to 
the late King Hussein, a minister said here 
Thursday. 

“The prime minister will visit Jordan 
shortly and preparations for her visit are 
already underway." Foreign Minister 


wife. Queen Alia, who died in a 
helicopter crash in 1977. 

Hussein built the graveyard 
and adjoining mosque with 
minarets in blue, the favourite 
colour of the late queen. The 
site was under the king’s bed- 
room window, where he often 
sat to read. 

The palace's dining room has 
hosted several world lenders, 
Including U.S. President 
Clinton. The reception hall now 
has black bands around pic- 
tures of Hussein playing with 
the children on the floor. 

When the news of Hussein's 
death was announced, "this 
place was in turmoil with kids 
crying and their substitute 
mothers Inlnting,” said l lie 
director of the orphanage, 
Tayseer lilins. 

"It was difficult to control the 
situation because the kids here 
had lelt very secure, thinking 
that King Hussein was their 
father," lie said. 


PM TO VI 
SHORTLY" 


“Now we tell them in 
Abdullah will 'take goc-J 
of you’," lie said refeninr: 
new king, Hussein's eH« 
a 37-year-old armygewfc 
'Hie staff, or substitute 
ers as they are ciM- 
spent the past few dap iff 
verses from the Muslin i 
book, the Koran, to it* 
dlers, some of whom 
while biting their teddyb 
“It has been very hard f 
year-old Ula. She didn't! 
to us the day of his M 
substitute morher s& r 
ring to a blonde girl &■* 
her Barbie doll whofl®!*! 
ulnrly close to the king- ': 
Asked how she fdL®* 
"My dad Is gone." 

From the other 
room, 8-year-old WiSJl£-‘, 


HEBRON (AP) — In a sur- 
prise move, Palestinian 
•President Yasser Arafat 
■ yesterday revived an 
idea for forging a con- 
federation between 
Jordan and a future 
Palestinian state. 

Arafat's proposal won 
■'a cool reception in 
Jordan, where an official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said any 
decision on a confedera- 
tion must wait until the 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip are under full 
Palestinian control. 

A confederation was 
first proposed, though 
not defined, as part of a 
1985 pact between 
Araiat and the late King 
Hussein of Jordan on 
joint peace calks with 
Israel. King Hussein 
scrapped the agreement 
a year later amid allega- 
tions that the PLO had 
broken a promise to rec- 
ognize Israel. 

In subsequent years, 
the monarch did not 
commit again to such a 
bond with the 
Palestinians. .King 
Hussein’s brother, for- 


mer Crown Prince 
Hassan, was staunchly 
opposed to a confedera- 
tion, fearing it could 
undermine the stability 
of Jordan, Palestinian 
officials said. 

About, two-thirds of 
Jordan's population are 
Palestinians. In a 
Jordanian-Palestinian 
confederation, that per- 
centage would rise con- 
siderably. 

Arafat offered up the 
idea today seemingly as 
a trial balloon to King 
Hussein's son and suc- 
cessor, King Abdullah, 
who was crowned Feb 7. 
Arafat did not describe 
what form the confeder- 
ation would Lake. 

In an address to loyal- 
ists of his l-atali move- 
ment. Arafat wished 
King Abdullah all the 
best. Then lie added, 
“We want him to know 
that The PNC has agreed 
to a confederation with 
Jordan. But that is up to 
Abdullah. We are. after 
all, twin brothers, 
Palestine and Jordan.” 

Arafat was referring to 
the ratification of the 




1 985 pact with Jordan by 
the Palestine National 
Council, or PNC. a top 
decision-making forum. 

The Palestinian leader 
apparently took his 
advisers by surprise 
when lie raised the idea. 
Several aides refused 
comment and others 
played down the 
renewed proposal. 

"This is only a new 
affirmation of the soli- 
darity between the 
Palestinian and 

Jordanian people, and 
the close twin relation- 


ship between the coun- 
tries,” said Ahmad Abdul 
Rahman, the secretary 
general ul the 
Palestinian cabinet. 

David Bar-lllan, a 
senior adviser to Israeli 
Prime Minister 

Renynmin Neranyahu, 
said a confederation 
would do nothing to 
allay Israel's concerns 
about an independent 
Palestinian stare. 

“A confederation ilself 
does not remove danger 
of a Palestinian state 
declared unilaterally 


that could raise a laige 
army and huge alliances 
with countries like Iraq. 
Syria ami Iran and con- 
trol Israel's ail space and 
water resources," lie 
said. 

Arafat has said lie was 
reviewing plans io 
declare statehood on 
May -1. at the end of the 
five-year period of 
Palestinian autonomy. 
Israel has said it would 
annex parts of the West 
Bank in response to such 
a move. 


TAIWAN'S FOREIGN 
MINISTER MAKES 
UNANNOUNCED 
VISIT TO JORDAN 


IRAQ: NO CHANGE IN RELATIONS WITH JORDAN 


Abdus Samad Azad told reporters at a 
weekly briefing. 

He said he could not specify the date 
immediately as it was being worked out, 
but said it would take place “definitely 
this month." 1 

Azad said the prime minister was rep- 
resented at the funeral by the Bangladesh 


' My dad is gone. . TAIPEI (AP| - Foreign Minister 

From the other Jason Hu flew to Jordan to pay 

room. 8-year-old , bis respects to the late King 

her opinion: "He’s w# ; Hussein, but in order to avoid 

He's in our minds J ny P rotests from rival China. 

■ . . " e wem unannounced, an ofii- 

mjr | fl]r ; cial said Friday. 

.1 •F,® recognises Beijing 

• | l-( diplomatically and not Taipei, 

Y || . F J -V bllt 't has maintained trade 

mm ' '' ' hi and 0ther ’’"Official ties with 

■ ■ ■ &. Taiwan. 

ambassador to rfe .,^" gAbd "' lah - w ; 10 «"* the 

. . fo ' onc aFter h»s rather died on 

One source krse & ; S unday , visited ^ „ , 

istry said Sheikh HesIm-W.’-: . £. prince, 
leave Dhaka on Monday, . A Foreign Ministry 

The premier could not ,<• s P°kvsman, Chen Ming-cheng. 
funeral of the king tM? *• 

connecting jf>jnU Hu had'de’pmed ’for 

er said. / • g^Jordan on Wednesday. 


BAGHDAD (AP) — In 
its first public reaction 
to King Hussein's 

death, Iraq said 
Thursday that it hopes 
to "maintain and 

develop" relations 
with Jordan under the 
new King Abdullah. 

"First of all, we 
share (with) the 
Jordanian people their 
sorrow for rhe loss of 
the late King Hussein," 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tariq Aziz told 
reporters. 

Iraq was represent- 
ed by Vice President 
Taha Marouf at King 
Hussein's funeral on 
Monday, but the gov- 
ernment had until now 
issued no official state- 


ment of condolences. 
Aziz's comments on 
Thursday came during 
an impromptu news 
conference in the 
Information Ministry. 

The changes in 
Jordan's leadership, he 
said, was "an internal 
matter. We do not 
interfere in that.” 

“We respect ... |our| 
relations with Jordan. 
Those relations are in 
the best interest of 
both Jordan and Iraq 
and we hope to main- 
tain ahd develop those 
relations," Aziz said. 
He had noimmediate 
plans to meet with 
King Abdullah, , he 
added. . 

Jordan's relations 


with Iraq became very 
close when King 
Hussein ■ supported 
Saddam Hussein in 
Iraq's 1980-88 war 
against Iran. But ties 
soured after the late 
king gave refuge to 
two of Saddam's sons- 
in-law who defected to 
Jordan in 1995. At the 
time, the King also 
publicly criticized 
Saddam's policies'. 

The two relatives, 
who were also mem- 
bers of the Iraqi 
leader’s inner-circle, 
returned to Iraq In - 
1996, only to be killed 
by other family mem- 
bers. 

Despite the chill In 
Iraq’s relations with 



His Majesty the King is now expected to start consultations over 
whom to charge with forming the 84tli government. Speculations arc 
as rampant as ever just before a change; yet another sign that business 
is as usual. 

But the cuming government will be very special. Honored to be the 
first government of King Abdullah II, it will in effect he chaiged with 
launching a new era, under a new reign. Hopefuls are even more hope- 
ful that the King will pick them out of the packl 
From where we stand, the Wng has two choices to make. Either 
keep Fayez Tarawneh running the show with some ministerial changes 
to show ’continuity' of his father's era, or charge another politician with 
die duty to form a brand new government .is a sign of a new dynasty 
bom. Even though either way will work fine and be supported popu- 
larly and amidst the intellectual elite, tlw latter is inclined towards a 
government change. 

This inclination is justified by the fact tint n government under (he 
Constitution is the government or the King, and since larawnoli was 
appointed during the era of late King Hussein, King Abdullah should 
enforce his peisonal authority by effecting a sweeping change rather 
tlian a limited one. 

Hie supporters of a i esluif He, howevci, aigiie that keeping larwaneh 
would be a message that King Abdullah is lint going in steer away Iroiu 
his fatlitfi’s Hack. In addilinn, at the time Crown Hiincc and Regent. 
Prime Hassan appointed i lie current government on August 20 of last 
year while King Hussein was at Mayo, and as such it is too early to 
change it. Hie other side argues that this is a reason why change is 
imminent! 

In either case lmth sides to the alignment agree that .i funner Prime 
Minister is Iwtter than one who hasn’t served ai the post. Whilst the 
King gives general directives, the government is reqxmsiblc* flu imple 
i milling them in die manner they see fit. An experienced premiere will 
bring a smooth transition in government, they agree. 

Mon-over, all the above Mils the discussion*, .iron ml town over the 
post of Royal Court Chief. II the King rakes his lime making a decision, 
many Jordanian?, may I set oi m* overwhelmed with exhaustion! 
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Jordan. Baghdad has 
provided Jordan with 
all its fuel needs at a 
give away price since 
1990 when Iraq invad- 
ed Kuwair, triggering 
the 1991 Gulf War. 

Jordan, unlike Gulf 
nations and several 
Arab states, did not 
join the U.S.-led 
alliance against Iraq 
and Its stance through- 
out the ,1990-91 Gulf 
crisis over Kuwait was 
perceived . as pro- 
Soddam. 

Asked If oil will con- 
tinue to . (low to 
Jordan, Aziz said: 
“Certainly, there is no 
change In our pdljcy 
. toward Jordan." 
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Christian Communities in Jordan will hold, next Sunday, a special Mass 
Ichurches of the Kingdom, dedicated to the soul of the late King Hussein — 



KING, QUICK 
PAY FIRST Visit 
TO LATE KINf 
HUSSEIN'S TOM 
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KING CONGRATULATES ASSAD ON NEW TERM AS SYRIA'S PRESIDENT 


AMMAN (AFP) - King Abdullah 
|| telephoned Syrian leader 
Hafez al-Assad on Friday 10 con- 
gratulate him on his reelection 
as president, in a farther sign of 
warming lies between the two 
countries. 


King Abdullah said he hoped 
Assad's "health, strength and 
success in lending Syria" would 
continue, the official news 
agency Petra reported. 

Assad, the only candidate in 
Wednesday's referendum, won 


99.98 percent of the vote, 
securing him a fifth seven-year 
term in oflice. 

The two leaders exchanged 
views on matters of mutual 
interest and Abdullah said 
Jordan would "strive to develop 


ties. 

Assad held talks with the 
monarch during a last-minute 
visit to Amman on Monday for 
the funeral of the late King 
Hussein. 

The referendum to reconfirm 


Assad as president was post- 
poned 

from Monday because or 
Hussein's death. 

Ties between Jordan and 
Syria have long been strained 
and King Hussein Last met 


Assad in Damascus ill August 
19%. Rut Assad's attendance at 
the funeral indicated a wanning 
of relations. 

Syria heavily criticised Jordan 
for signing a peace treaty with 
Israel in 1994. 



in all thel 
Petra. 


AMMAN (AFP) — King 
Abdullah II and his stepmother 
Queen Noor have paid their 
first visits to (lie grave of the 
late King Hussein .since his 
burial on Monday, stale radio 
repuiicd Friday. 

During their separate visits 
Thursday, Abdullah and Noor 
read the F.itiha-ihe lirsr chap- 
ter of the Moslem holy honk, 
the Koran-as a prayer fur the 
soul of the late monarch. 

Crown Prince Hamza, 
Queen Nonr's eldest son, also 
visited the tomb along with 
King Hussein's other sons and 
other members of the royal 


family, the radio uid. 

The royal family, 
paying, their run # 
announced visits t* 
grave, received cou&t 
Tuesday to Thursdiyi; 
around two r . 
Jordanians who Hode- 
Amman's palaces. 

King Hussein wj$ fc 
Monday at the Hash 
burial ground in the?, 
of Amman's Raghadap 
compound, next to lr 
King Talal and his p= 
rher King Abdullah Uri 
two previous monarch 


king receives more condolence messages 


CHANNELS UNITE IN FULL COVERAG 
OF FAST EVENTS IN JORDAN 


T elevision satellite channels all over the 
world united For three days in covering 
the last moments of die late His Majesty 
King Hussein's life. Amman became the top des- 
tination of hundreds of reporters who stood in 
the cold and fog, from the day King Hussein 
returned to Amman in an ambulance until he 
was laid to his Final rest. 

Every detail was important; reporters and 
journalists did not neglect any side of the story. 
CNN, BBC and Al Jazeorah stationed their 
reporters at the gate of the king Hussein 
Medical Center to follow up on news as it was 
released when the late King was still in hospital. 
Many other reporters concentrated on the 
Jordanian people's reactions, sentiments and 
hopes for his recovery. 

Furthermore, satellite channels broadcast 
numerous programs from their bases in Jordan. 
Documentary programs highlighted the King's 
biography tli rough interviews with Jordanian 
and Arab journalists who recalled Al Hussein's 
stands of courage and wisdom. 

Many personalities from different parts of the 
world were interviewed on satellite channels, in 
older to get a grasp of their countries' attitudes 
and expectations towards 
the new King. 

When the day came 
and His Majesty King 
Hussein was declared dead, grief overpowered 
television channels minute by minute, the pro- 
cession of the funeral could be seen on screens 
all over the world. Live coverage of the King's 
route to his final resting place prevailed over 
usual programs on 
CNN. BBC. AL 
jazeerah. Euronews 
and dozens of satel- 
lite channels. Cameras zoomed on the college 
and on the mount ing crowds who wept for their 
beloved King. 

Omar Al Issawi, A] Jazeerah's correspondent 




EuroNews 


said, "the coverage included all aspects of the 
late King's biography, for we displayed his bril- 
liance in both political and humanitarian 
aspects. 

“Al Jazeerah also n 

explored the Arab reaction 
through interviews and 
reports regarding the Arab 
states' stand towards the v ) j 

death of King Hussein, and 
the coronation of King 
Abdullah," Issawi said. " 

He also added, "a daily program called 
Mira'at al Sahafa (Mirror of Journalism) focused 
on the events in Jordan concerning the death of 
His Majesty the late King Hussein Hiree days in 
a row." 

“Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani, Qatar's Emir, 
was a close friend of the late King. Al Thani was. 
also one of the three Arab heads of state who 
received the late king when he returned to 
Amman after his treatment the first time," he 
said. 

"The day's events played out against a 
tableau of haunting images, a riddles white stal- 
lion, a sea of sudden black flags, a pale Queen, 
a simple white burial shroud, as Hussein was 
buried under a grey-veiled sky." said CNN 
reviewed the solemn day. 

"As it dignitaries and leaders from all over the 
world ionized tile King, a- testament to the 
enormous stature that bellied Hussein's status 
as the Monarch of a small unassuming desert 
Kingdom who preached peace in a turbulent 
region," CNN wrote 
on its web site. 

While the BBC □HHworld 

stated, "earlier as 

the King's coffin began its journey from the 
King's Bab El Salaam residence, his widow 
Queen Noor stood in the doorway surrounded 
by weeping rdyal women in black; robes and 
white head scarves, the color of mourning." 


“Flags are flying at half mast across the 
Middle East, and 40 days ol mourning have 


until the transmission of the funeral. 
Palestine Television also went inter - 


and joined its transmission with Jordan 


His Ma|osfy Kins Abdullah 
received a condolence message 
from Queen Bllxnbefh II of 
great Britain. 

In this message, Queen Elizabeth 
expressed, on behalf of her people and 
family, her deepest sorrow for the death of 
the late King Hussein. 

She also wished Jordan all happiness 
and prosperity under the leadership of His 
Majesty King Abdullah, hoping to main- 
tain the solid bilateral relations between 
the two countries. 

Hi< Majesty also received a number of 
telegrams from the Morrocan Crown 
Prime, Mohammad Bin Al Hasson, the 
Albanian President. Rexhib Mldani and the 
Somali President, Hussein Farali Eidid. in 
which they extended their condolences 
for die death of the Lite His Majesty King 
Hussein, wishing His Majesty King 
Abdullah II success and prosperity. 

King Abdullah received another mes- 
sage of condolences from the Speaker of 
the Parliament of Cyprus, in it he 
expressed his sadness for the death of the 
Late King Hussein, while praising His 
Majesty's achievements in the service of 


peace. 

The King also received a similar mes- 
sage from Mohammad Sayyed Tantawi, 
Sheikh of Al-Azhar in Egypt, in which he 
also praised the late King Hussein and 
prayed God to rest him in peace. 

Meanwhile, several delegations repre- 
senting the University of Hebron, Hebron 
Sports Club, the Sumerian sect and 
women charities in Nablus arrived in 
Amman to offer their condolences to the 
Royal Family. The delegations also wished 
His Majesty King Abdullah II success. 

His Majesty King Abdullah II received 
the Gambian Foreign Minister who deliv- 
ered .1 message from the Gambian 
President, conveying his heartfelt condo- 
lences. 

Former Austrian President. Kuit 
Valdheim, praised His Majesty the late 
King Hussein and his exceptional rule in 
world leadership. His Majesty King 
Hussein "was among the first to defend 
Human Rights and democracy, restora- 
tion, openness and the institutionalisation 
of democratic institutions. This is his great 
legacy left for the Jordanian people. Arab 
nation nixl humanity," Nfaldheiin said. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor received 


telegrams front the King of Nepal, die 
Morrocan Crown Prince, Mohammad Bin 
Al Hassan and the Turkish Straight Way 
Party's President, Tansu Oiler, extending 
their condolences for the loss of the- late 
King Hussein. -Her Majesty Queen Noor 
received condolences for the death of 
King Hussein from official and public activ- 
ities of different govemorates, cities and 
villages in the Kingdom. 

She also received condolences from 
Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh. the 
Speaker or the Lower House of 

Parliament, Abdul lladi Al Majali. the 
Speaker of the Upper House of 

Parliament, Zcid Al Rilac, Chief of the 
Higher Judicial Council. 1 likinai Taller and 
other ollirials. Queen Nunr was accompa- 
nied by Princess liasma and her daughter 
Farah Daghstani. Princess Knniya, Princess 
Taghrecd, Princess Saivoth and Princess 
Alia, frill, Alsliah, I Liya, linnn and Raiya. 
Princess Muiia and Princess Dina also 
received condolences. 

Gown Prince Hamza Bin Al Hussein 
received a telegram from Prince Walk! Bin 
Talal Abdul Aziz in which he conveyed his 
condolences for the death of I lis Majesty 
King I lussein. 


A Palestinian official and public delega- 
tion incorporating 400 personalities 
extended their condolences to King 
Abdullah II and die Ruyal family, the dele- 
gation which is presided by Faisal AL 
Husscini. the official in charge of die file of 
Jerusalem, represents all Palestinian sec- 
tors. 

Al Husscini said," the delegation 
includes all (racks in (he Palestinian 
National Authority ten itories." 

Hebron's Mayor. Mustafa Nat shell said," 
the death of King Hussein is a loss 11 m 
only for the lore Ian Lin and Palest iuian peo- 
ple hut also for the Aral 1 and Islamic 
nations." 

Priest Sjlloum Omiju expressed the 
Samciinn sect's grief for the loss of King 
Hussein. 

The Palestinian ambassador lo the royal 
o nut asserted that the delegation which 
represents all Palestinian seclois displays 
the Palestinian people's grief lot losing 
King Hussein. 

Gjudoling crowds thronged imu 
Jniriani.in embassies and consulates in 
Aral). Islamic and foreign tminhivsall over 
the wuild. 

In New Delhi, olliiials and public dele- 


gations extended their condolences for 
die fourth day in a row. A number of MPs 
and Indian businessmen signed the con- 
dolences recoid, in addition to journalists 
and religious men from different faiths. 

In Moscow, a religious delegation in 
Daghestan republic in Russia paid a visit to 
tile Jordanian embassy, to extend their 
condolences for the dentil of the late His 
Majesty King Hussein. Tile delegation also 
wished His Majesty King Alxlu Halt success 
in leading Jordan to prosperity. 

The Indian President paid a visit to the 
Joidoni.in embassy in New Delhi in convey 
his condolences far the death of the lute 
I lis Majesiy King I lussein. 

Speakei ul tire Lower House ol 
Pal linn lent, Alnlnl El.idi Al Majiili received 
the speaker of Taiwan's Parliament Yaw 
lug sliei and the accompanying delega- 
tion. T liey a mveyed 1 1 leir coik faiences on 
die behalf of the Taiwanese President, 
suiting ih.n the Lite King I lussein was held 
in .1 great regard far his loots and aivoin- 
plishmeuts. They also stressed their coun- 
try's devotion m Mippcn t Jordan in diller- 
etu aspects. -Pen a 


ods of mnii ming have been an non need by many 

sion in accordance witli 1’alestinian Fr, 

Arab states while Israel has also been fulsome in 

Yasser Arafai directives. Arab television f; 


praise of the dead King ."the BBC reported. 


LBC satellite channels 
went into mourning Sunday 
afternoon and cancelled all 
regular programs. His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
photo was displayed 
stop from when the news of his death broke 


cQjUaJil HiJLaAJI 


transmitted the funeral live including l 


Abu Dhabi, Bahrain. ART, Egypt, Saint 


Dubai, Yemen and Sudan. Foreign channr' 


united with Jordan television in the ml 


of the funeral like France's TVS aid* 


channel 2 


The Chairman of The Board 
Members of The Board of Directors 
The General Manager and Staff of 

cAmman ffatel- 


.illSl 


TWO SUICIDES 


Not able to handle the 


shocking news of fate King 


Hussein's death, a fifty-six 


year old man hanged him 


self, last Sunday, in his bed 


So far, all investigations 
showed that there were no 


other reasons for the man to 


kill himself," said a police 
officer yesterday. 


According to wife, the man 


warned that he wouldn't live 


more titan a single day, a Tew 
hours before he committed 


suicide. 


The taxi driver fell into 


deep depression that lie 
couldn't handle. He hanged 
himself at night, When his 
wife was out of tlje room, 
she told the police. 


“According to Nabulsi' 


wife, he was found dead in 


his bed, had hanged himself 



with a thick rope. She found 


him dead only I he next 


morning," the police officer 


added. 


The police departure nr 


mid the Forensics depart 


mem are working 10 find out 


what exactly happened. 


noted the police officer. 


’ftvo days later, a seventy 


year-old man living in the 
Spurts City neighbourhood 


also hanged himself to 


death. There were rumours 


that he committed suicide 
after hearing the news of 
King Hussein’s passing away 
However, "There is 
absolutely no connection 
between the man commit- 
ting suicide and the death of 
Late King Hussein," said a 


police officer, wiio asked to 


remain anonymous. 


'After investigations. It 


pharmacy, 
the son came 


his fathor 


hurry to . 
police off 10 ? 
“Wahbeh was 
arrived, 

officer. ■ - 


Extend Their Condolences 
and deep felt sympathy to 

THe ^adMemite TaMulty 

and the Jordanian People 

For the loss of our great leader 
and beloved father 

The Late Ring 
Hussein BinThlal 


May God Rest His Soul 
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ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS 
HELD SECRET TALKS IN I 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli and 
Palestinian officials confirmed Friday that 
they held secret talks in the 1980s under 
the direction of Israel's then-Defense 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and PLO chief Yasser 
Arafat. 

The talks were held in various European 
cities, said Ephraim Sneh, a legislator from 
the opposition Labor Party, and Hani 
Hassan, an aide to Arafat and member of 
the Central Committee of Arafat's Fatah fac- 
tion. Both participated in the meetings. 

The talks were kept secret because Israel 
at the time did not recognize the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and Israeli law 
made contacts with PLO officials illegal. 

Sneh and Hassan gave conflicting 
accounts of the purpose and duration of 
tile meetings. 


Sneh said the talks began in 1988, short- 
ly after the outbreak of the Palestinian 
uprising against Israeli occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The Labor legislator said Israel's immedi- 
ate objective was to end the revolt and the 
long-term goal was to reach a peace agree- 
ment with the Palestinians. The two sides 
discussed, among other things, possible 
Israeli recognition of a Jordanian- 
Palestinian confederation, he said. 

He said the talks ended with November 
1988 elections that brought a new govern- 
ment to power in Israel. 

Hassan said (he meetings began in 1986 
and broke down over Rabin's efforts to 
crush rhe uprising in which Israeli soldiers 
armed with assault rifles confronted 
Palestinian stone throwers. 


Hie dialogue "was a big issue with us 
because it was the first time Israel was sit- 
ting with Palestinian representatives." 
Hassan said. The Palestinians did not 
inform the Americans about the talks, 
Hassan said. 

Sneh said the talks were hampered great- 
ly by Palestinian hardliners who opposed 
such meetings. 

Then-lsraeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir knew about the talks and did not 
try to stop them, Sneh said. At the time, 
Shamir headed a broad-based coalition of 
his hard-line Likud Party and the center-left 
Labor Party. 

The Israeli-Palestinian autonomy agree- 
ments are the result of secret contacts 
between Israel and the PLO that began in 
1993 in Norway. 


FAMILIES OF PALESTINIAN 

1 PRISONERS 1 

1 

DEMON ST RATI 

■ 

FOR THEIR RELEASE 


JERICHO (DPA) — Around 400 Palestinians 
whose relatives nrie currently held in 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) jails 
scuffled with Palestinian police during a 
demonstration Friday to demand the Imme- 
diate release of the prisoners. 

Eyewitnesses said angry demonstrators 
broke into the Jericho police compound 
and engaged the two dozen policemen 
guarding the station in a (1st light, before 
being allowed to enter the compound and 
hold a sit-in on the premises. 


There were no reports of injuries or use 
of gunfire during the scuffle. 

The families say the prisoners have been 
held for months without charge or trial. 
Most of the detainees are political 
detainees arrested in a PNA crackdown on 
opposition groups, mainly supporters of 
Islamic activist movements. 

Meanwhile, reports from another West 
Bank city, Nablus, said hundreds of 
Palestinians demonstrated after Friday 
prayers, demanding the release of the polit- 


ical detainees in PNA jails. 

Some 40 political prisoners held in a 
Nablus area jail have been on hunger strike 
for over three weeks ro protest their long 
incarceration without charge or trial. Some 
hunger strikers have been taken to hospital 
for treatment. 

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat has 
promised to look into the demands of the 
detainees. 


SERBS ACCUSE KOSOVO 
MEDIATORS OF 'GAMES' 


RAMBOUILLET (AP) — Faced with charges 
that Serbs are blocking Kosovo peace talks, 
the Serbian president accused foreign 
mediators Friday of playing “games" and 
preventing direct negotiations with ethnic 
Albanians. 

Serbian President Milan Milutinovic also 
continued to insist that the ethnic Albanian 
delegation sign a pledge that Kosovo will 
remain part of Yugoslavia. That is some- 
thing the Albanians are not likely to do. 
because it would meari giving up their long- 


held goal of independence even before a 
deal is reached. 

"Unfortunately here in Rambouillet there 
is no dialogue," Milutinovic told reporters 
in Paris. 

"So far, for six days already, there lias not 
been a single meeting between the two del- 
egations because the representatives of the 
international community do not allow it," 
he said. 

“It’s quite natural then to ask what was 
the purpose of coming to Rambouillet in 


rhe first place," said Milutinovic. 

However, he said the Serbs were “not 
ready" to walk out. 

Asked for a comment, one of three medi- 
ators at the talks told The Associated Press: 
“They live in the same castle and they can 
talk to each other whenever rhey want." 

Milurinovic said Serbia would nut allow 
foreign troops In Kosovo, a key element of 
NATO's plan to police an eventual accord. 


29 KILLED, 42 MISSING IN A RUSSIAN 
POLICE HEADQUARTERS FIRE 


MOSCOW (AP| — The death toll in a fire 
that gutted a regional police headquarters 
in southern Russia rose to 29 on Friday, but 
42 people were still missing, news reports 
said. 

The fire started Wednesday on the third 
floor of the six-story interior ministry build- 
ing in Samara, trapping people on upper 
floors. Firefighters put out the blaze on 
Thursday morning. 

President Boris Yeltsin on Friday ordered 
that the families of the people killed 
receive immediate help, and told Interior 
Minister Sergei Stepashin to find the rea- 
son for the fire as soon as possible. 

"Establish both the cause of the fire and 
the guilty parties," Yeltsin told Stepashin, 


who flew to Samara to supervise the situa- 
tion there. 

Stepashin sent his condolences to the 
victims' families Friday and promised that 
his department will do its best to make 
sure they get assistance, ITAR-Tbss report- 
ed. 

“Our comrade-in-arms have died," 
Stepashin was quoted as saying. "Many of 
them ignored the danger and the flames 
and saved... weapons, documents" and 
evacuated prisoners detained in die build- 
ing. • 

The death toll of the fire stood. at 29 on 
Friday, with 32 injured, the Interfax news 
agency said. Another 42 people were miss- ■ 
ing, and police continued to search At the 


site of the blaze for more bodies. 

Investigators initially said they thought 
the fire was caused by an electrical short 
circuit, ITAR-Tass said. 

But Stepashin has said his department 
had recently begun a crackdown on orga- 
nized crime in the Samara region, and said 
investigators were looking into the possi- 
bility that the fire was set on purpose. 

The building was the site of a 1987 fire 
that officials said was caused by faulty elec- 
trical wiring; Interfax said. The building 
was later reconstructed. 

. Samara Is on the Volga River, about 900 
kilometers southeast of Moscow. 
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PALESTINIAN^ 
DOCTOR MURDERED 
IN JERUSALEM 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) - A Palestinian doctor 
worked for international aid groups was stabbed to fat ■ 
in Jerusalem Thursday, the third murder of an Arabfc '■ 
Jewish neighborhoods here in a year, police said. 

The Palestinian Authority immediately denounced tfc 
series of attacks and blamed Israeli Prime Mlnhtu 
Benjamin Netanyahu for failing to protect Palestinians I* 
ing in Jerusalem. 

Naila Qarain, 48, was found stabbed in the back ona 
small street in a residential area along the border betwea 
Jewish west and Arab east Jerusalem, police said, 

A bloody knife lay near her body in a pattern wlidi 
resembled seven earlier stabbings of Palestinians overt!* 
past year which police have blamed on a Jewish miliiu 
“serial stabber" acting to avenge attacks on Jews by Araks. 
TVvo of the earlier victims also died of their wounds. 
Qarain’s murder took place near the city's main uto . 
Orthodox quarter of Mea Shearim, where all but one of d» 
earlier attacks occurred. 

But Jerusalem police spokesman Shmuel Ben-Ruby sat* 
initial indications were that Qnrain's slaying was fri miral 
and not politically motivated. 

“Based on some dues and things we found at the scene, 
we think it's a criminal act and not nationalist," he toll 
AFP, declining to elaborate. 

The earlier stabbings all took place in the dark hours 
before dawn or after dusk and targetted lone Palestra 
laborers. 

Thursday's attack occurred in bright, mid-morning day- 
light and its victim was a US-cducaled doctor from a Kell- 
known east Jerusalem family. j 

Qarain was single and worked as a public health expert 
with international aid organizations in the Palestinian ter 
rirorics, Palestinian sources said. 

A Palestinian man. apparently acting to avenge Qarain's 
murder, stabbed and slightly wounded an Israeli bank 
guard in east Jerusalem. 

Palestinian ollicials were furious over the slaying ad 
rebuffed Israeli police claims it was criminal. 

"This is not the first time that n Palestinian is stabbed# 
death in West Jerusalem by fanatic Jews," said Ziyad Abe 
Ziyad, a minister in Yasser Arafat's Palestinian Authority 
and a deputy in the Palestinian legislature represent^ 
east Jerusalem. 

"It's time for the Israeli police lo show that they dal 
with the lives of Arabs at the same level as they do 
Jews. Otherwise they are responsible for the continuation • 
of these terrorist attacks," he told Al-T. 

Palestinian Information Minister Yasser Abed RabboJ* 
the authority "lay the responsibility for this odious oi® 
committed ... at the feel of the Netanyahu government- 
He said the killing was a result of Israel's deddoj W * 
week to reduce the sentences on five Jews Jailed 
attacking Arabs, including one man who killed j 
Palestinians and whose life term was cut to 40 years- 
"This crime ... was the logical result of enc ® ura ^j - 
extremist killers and criminals by releasing them, j 
Israel recently accused the Palestinian Authority 
releasing some 30 militants it says were Involved In 
ly terrorist attacks against Israelis. ^ 

The Palestinian Authority denied that anyi 
released for a recent Moslem holiday were linkw 
attacks against Israel. • . -jjjg 

The previous attack by the Jerusalem serial stab ■ 
the December 2 murder of a 41 -year-old father of . ' 
worked as a cleaner for the city government. ■: • ; 

His sjaying sparked rioting. by : Palestinians l_ 
Jerusalem, which Israel captured from Jordan 
the rest of the West Bank in 1967 and ann^ed 
its capital. r 








THE SAD DAYS IN 
B&W PRINT 


A s expected, His Majesty 
King Hussein's death won 
ultimate coverage from his 
people and the world. The Press 
handled this sorrowful incident 
as the premier issue. Our local 
daily newspapers covered the 
news of the four sad days in 
black and white with pages 
signed with a black ribbon. 

Al-Massaiya evening daily was 
the first to break the news with 
an issue printed in black and 
white but with the photos in 
color. The front-page headline 
read “Hussein Is in God’s protec- 
tion." Whereas, the rest of the 
newspaper published general 
local and world news, in addi- 
tion to brief remarks on the late 
King Hussein. It seems the team 
did not have enough time to 
come-up with the material to 
dedicate the issue to the King. 

However, on Feb. 8, 1999 
every newspaper was printed In 
black and white, including Al- 
Massaiya, with unique headlines 
un their front pages, supported 
with photos that expressed the 
sad moment. 

“The Nation Mourns King 
Hussein" was the Jordan Times' 
headline with a black strip on 
the side of every issue for 3 con- 
secutive days. 

"The Last Century's Giant 
left” was At- Arab Al-Yawm's. 

“May Paradise be your place" 
was Ad-Dustour's headline. 

“King Abdullah pays respect 
to late King Hussein and millions 
rush to bid farewell” said Al 
Aswaq, in addition to each page 
titled with "Hussein is in God's 
protection." 

“Al-Hussein is immortal deep 
inside us" Al-Rai's headline stat- 
ed. 

"The World is bidding 
farewell to Hussein" read Al- 
Massaiya's headline. 

And, "King Hussein is dead, 
long Live Abdullah II" read the 
Arab Daily's headline, a title that 
fell on every page for the four 
past issues. 

Of course, non of the newspa- 
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pers missed the proclamation of 
Abdullah as King in their Feb. 8 
issues. Indeed, the 7 newspa- 
pers had their own pictures sup- 
porting the headlines and 
expressing deep grief. 

In addition, all newspapers 
covered the Arab and World 
leaders attending the funeral 
well. Numerous photos were 
published of Jordanians, show- 
ing their grief, including the ner- 
vous breakdowns and faint-outs 
upon hearing the news of his 
death. 

Although local coverage con- 
centrated on Jordan's reactions 
and condolences, the papers 
published news agency wires 
covering international reactions. 

The Funeral 

"The Era's Funeral” was a 
joint headline of the two adver- 
saries Al-Rai and Al-Arab Al- 
Yawni on Feb. 9, 1999, All news- 
papers covered in detail the 
funeral cortege, the local offi- 
cials and statesmen condo- 
lences, local and world reac- 
tions. 

Moreover, all seven papers 
concentrated on world leaders 


in conflict, attending the funer- 
al. including who shook hands 
and who did nor. 

Indeed, more stories about 
the late King's remarkable and 
distinguished moments with 
photos were on the pages of all 
newspapers and oil this day. it 
was Queen Alia's death memori- 
al as well. 

On the third day of the 
papers' black and white mourn- 
ing editions, focus was on the 
Royal Family visited by mourn- 
ers. more letters or condolence 
and the local officials pledging 
allegiance to King Abdullah. 

Photos of Jordanians paving 
their respects were also promi- 
nent. 

There was press concentra- 
tion on Saudi Arabia's promised 
economical support, and that of 
the Gulf countries, Japan, the 
U.S and Britain. General Political 
and economy briefs were pub- 
lished too. 

Even though mourning was 
still on, local and world news on 
politics, economy and sports 
were published on the days of 
Feb. 11-12, 1999. 


Letters of condolences and 
pledges of allegiances arc still 
(lowing, as well as stories about 
Late King Hussein's contribu- 
tions and activities throughout 
his life term are occupying most 
of the newspapers' pages, litis 
along with columns praising him 
and more photos that carry 
happy and victorious moments 
of the Late King and sad 
moments for his family and the 
nation which lost him. 

It is expected, starting today, 
that newspapers will start pour- 
ing their attention on the new 
king, Abdullah II. instead of the 
late King Hussein's death. 

The new King, who was bom- 
barded with hundreds of thou- 
sands of condolences offered in 
person and through messages in 
the past few days is expected to 
start his activities as Monarch 
keeping the press busy with cov- 
erage, analysis and features on 
the new leadership. 

. by SAMAR HIJJAWI 


LEBANESE JOURNALIST REPORTED 
KIDNAPPED IN SOUTH BEIRUT 


E1RUT (AP) — A Lebanese cameraman work- 
,n 8 Tor national television has been kld- 
na Pped in south Beirut, the union of state 
television workers and an international press 
watchdog said Friday. 

Mahmoud Jalloul of Tele Liban was abduct- 

rw°k ^ 1Urst ^ ay a ^ em oon in the district of 
• «n after an argument with unidentified 
men who had crashed their vehicle into 
Jalloul s car. 

His wife was with him and reported the 
Kidnapping to the police. 

Police said Friday they could confirm that 


Jalloul had disappeared, but they were not 
certain he had been abducted. 

Reporters Widiout Borders, a Paris-based 
watchdog for journalists, said in a letter to 
Lebanese Prime Minister Salim Hoss that 
Jalloul's vehicle was “deliberately struck" and 
that three men "beat him and apprehended 
him/' • 

the organization’s secretary general, 
Rqbert Menard, urged the prime minister to 
use his influence to gain Jalloul's release. 

A copy of die letter was fexfed to The 
Associated Press In Beirut. 


During the 1975-90 civil war, Shiite mili- 
tants believed to be linked to Hezbollah kid- 
napped foreigners and held them in south 
Beirut. 

Hezbollah said Friday it had no information 
on the whereabouts of Jalloul. 

the union of state television employees 
Issued a statement condemning Jalloul's 
abduction. 

The union said it "wondered about Hie 
motives and reasons behind the kidnapping 
in broad daylight, in. an inhabited neighbor- 
hood. as a result of a mere car accident." • . .. 


Irlli 


Adieus, 1 1th Febniary: The Zionist regime is actively trying to resume and 
strengthen security and intelligence cooperation with Amman, Zionist 
sources reported Thursday. 

11k sources pointed out that (...Amman...) was keen to resuming intelligence 
cooperation between Israel and Jordan, which will be directed presumably 
against the Islamic movements in the Middle East, and such countries as Syria, 
trai[ and Iran, said a dispatch from Al-Quds. 

The sources suggested tliat one of the fiist decisions to be taken by (-. 
Juidan...) woukl be to resume security and Intelligence cooperation with 
Israel. 

Israel is keen to reopen the Mossad uflitv in Amman, dosed after the 
butdied Mossad operation on die lire nfKhtilki Mish'nl, Iwad of Hamas 
political office in Amman . 

On many occasions, Israeli intelligence officials described the Mossad 
office in Amman as "a virtual gold mine ” 

This description suggests that the office carries <mt regular acts of espi- 
un.tgo un Arab emliassics in Jon Ian, in addition Ui Jordan-based anti-Israeli 
movements such as the Muslim limtheihond and Anil) and Palestinian 
movements opposed to the so-called peace process between the 
llasliimile kingdom and the Zionist state. 

(Source: IRNA news agency, Tehran, in English 1646 gnil 1 1 Feb 99) 

N.H .-Censored by The Arab Daily 


Baghdad, 1 1th February. A military spokesman for die Air Defence 
Command has slated the following: 

Ginton, who lias grown accustomed 10 lying to his people and the world, 
lied when he announced an end to military operations on 20th December 
1998. For the hostile military operations have continued under flimsy' pre- 
texts that were rejected by worid states, chief among winch are die perma- 
nent UN Security Council members. His ongoing aggression, which has not 
ceased since die missile bombardment, Iras targeted several civilian targets. 
Tlie bombardment of residential complexes in Basra is still vivid in the mem- 
oiy. 

Pursuant to the policy of expanding the daily aggression against Iraq, the 
US aggressors and their British stooges hit civilian installations in tlie Dhi 
Qar and Ninawa Govemorates yesterday evening and this morning. At 1 135 
(0835 gmt) today, 1 1th February 1999. 11 hostile formations aided by an 
AWAC5 plane penetrated our national airspace. They came from the Turkish 
airspace. These aircraft flew over areas in the Dolnik and Ninawa 
Govemorates and carried out 23 airsorties, firing 16 bombs and missiles on 
Iraqi Air Defence weapons positions, not to mention the attacks they car- 
ried out against civilian installations in the Ninawa Govemorate. The hostile 
bombardment martyred two civilians and caused several other citizens to 
sustain various wounds. 

The spokesman said our air defence weapons and interceptor aircraft 
engaged and confronted those hostile formations, adding that one of our 
forward observation posts witnessed one of the planes being hit, while die 
others fled, 

Hie spokesman said: At 1 1 50 today. 11th February 1999, nine hostile for- 
mations of US and British aircraft, backed by the two early wanting planes 
-an AWACS and an A-2C- from the Saudi and Kuwaiti airspace, violated our 
national airspace in die south. Those hostile formations carried out 14 sor- 
ties from the Kuwaiti airepade and 30 sorties from the Saudi ah space. They 
overflow areas In the Basra, Najaf, Muthanna and Dhi Qar Govemorates. 

The spokesman said our valiant air defence weapons confronted those 
hostile formations, forcing them to flee and return defeated and humiliat- 
ed to the bases of evil from wliidi they took off. ■. 

(Source: 1NA news agency, Baghdad, in Arabic 1409 gmt II Feb 99) 
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DAMASCUS (AP) — On his first official trip abroad since taking 
office in October, Lebanese President Emile Lahoud visited 
Damascus Friday for meetings with his Syrian counterpart. 

Lebanese officials regularly consult with Syrian President Hafez 
Assad, who maintains some 30,000 troops in Lebanon and is the 
main powerbroker in the neighboring country. 

Syrian Presidential spokesman Jibran Kourleh said Lahoud's 
visit was in response to Assad's invitation and was to congratulate 
the Syrian president on his Thursday reelection for a fifth seven- 
year term. Assad captured 99.98 percent of the vote. 

Hie two leaders are expected to discuss stalled Middle East 
peace talks and the situation in the region following the death of 
Jordan's King Hussein. 


i m .i-iii-iLt-m-w u wmh imiA i u vu u i* i 


BEIRUT (AP) — Security officers have arrested some 20 members 
of a group suspected of'spylng on guerrillas fighting Israeli troops 
and allied militiamen in southern Lebanon, a Lebanese newspaper 
reported. 

The security services uncovered the group following the 
Thursday arrest and interrogation of an officer of the Soutli 
Lebanon Army, the Israeli-backed militia that patrols a security' 
zone in southern Lebanon, the daily As-Safir newspaper and state- 
run radio reported. 

Mohammed No baa was responsible for security in the village of 
Chebaa in tire western sector of the zone. 

After Nab a, Vs arrest, security officers arrested some 20 people 
for spying on the Lebanese army and guerrillas fighting Israeli 
troops and their allied militiamen, As-Safir reported. 

Iranian-backed guerrillas have been fighting to force Israeli sol- 
diers and their allied militiamen from the zone, which Israel 
established in 1985 to protect its northern towns from attack. 


DUBAI — Bahrain is planning a secret trial of a jailed Shiite 
Moslem opposition leader arrested three years ago, a Bahraini 
attorney and an opposition group charged Friday. 

Sheikli Abdel Amir al-Jamri “will be tried secretly in the next 
two weeks," the attorney, who asked not to be named, cold AFP. 
"1 fear the verdict will not be fair." 

Meanwhile the London-based opposition Bahrain Liberation 
Movement JBLM) issued a statement claiming there would be a 
clandestine trial in order to skirt international calls forjamri’s 
release. 

"The Bahraini government has decided to try Sheikh Jamii 
secretly to get around national and international appeals for his 
release," it said, adding the government had asked one of its own 
attorneys to defend the sheikh. 

But it said the attorney in question, Abdallah Hasern, "was not 
informed" about any trial and had filed petitions for Jnmri's 
release in vain. 

In a letter to Bahraini Emir Sheikh Issn ibn Salman ai-Khalifa and 
Prime Minister Khalifa ibn Salman al-Khalifa, the Geneva-based 
Center for Independent Attorneys nnd Judges saidjainri should be 
free to be defended by the attorney of his choice. 

Sheikh Jnmri, 62, was one of eight Shiite leaders arrested in 
January 1996 as part of a government crackdown on the periodic 
unrest thar has rocked the nation since late 1994 and left at least 
38 dead. 


[ m ..fntiLiii i m ■■fy i»i ii ra-j 1 m m3 


LONDON (AP) — A judge has awarded almost 78,000 pounds 
(S 125,000) in damages to a Sri Lankan woman who fell three sto- 
ries trying to escape from an apartment where she was kept as a 
“domestic slave" by a wealthy Kuwaiti family. 

Sunrethra Jayasekera was treated in a "humiliating and quite 
disgraceful manner" by Jaafar and Khaleed Al Sayegli. Judge Sir 
Michael Morland said. 

I “I've heard a stnry which i believe from the plain till' which 
would seem almost' incredible to have occurred in London in the 
1990s," lie said fn a High Court judgment late Thursday. 


LOCKERBIE: BRITAIN OFFERS^ 
LAST-DITCH JAIL DEAL TO LIBYA 
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by lan Black in London until they land in lire Netherlands (where 

I N A last-ditch attempt to get Libya to any trial would take place), but it is now 

hand over the two suspects wanted in more of a possibility than ever before." 

the Lockerbie airliner bombing. Britain Under the proposal, the special wing at 
Is making the unprecedented r ,~. „ g „, Barliiuile would have a UN 

offer of allowing United designation and UN stall 

Nations personnel to be per- would he involved in 

manentiy stationed in a sl fi Jerv ' s ‘ n H mcuiitoiiug 

Scottish jail where the men MM the prisoners, though nor- 
would serve their sentences if - t ma) smil . jly pmrt . t |, iros 

convicted. would apply. There is no quest ion of grant- 

The Guardian has learned that Britain is ing extra-territorial status to the cells, 
asking Kofi Annan, the UN secretary-gener- The offer caps six months of frantic 
al, to supply monitors to work inside the secret diplomacy to secure justice for the 
top-security wing of Glasgow's Barlinnie 270 victims of Pan Am (light 103, brought 
Prison if the two intelligence officers are down over Lockerbie in December 1988 in 
Tound guilty. the worst act of terrorism in contemporary 

The proposal, approved by Robin Cook, British history, 
the Foreign Secretary, was said last night Last August, Britain and the United 
(Thursday) to have been received positively Stares dropped their demand for a trial in 
in Tripoli, as were assurances that Abdel- the US or Scotland, instead offering one 
Basset al-Megrahi and Lamen Khalifa under Scottish law at a specially repaired 
Fhimah would not be interrogated ■ ensur- former Nato air base near Utrecht, 
ing that damage to the regime and its seen- News of an apparent breakthrough came 
nty chiefs could be limited. after a South African envoy. Jakes Gerwell, 

"We are encouraged that we are getting traveled to Libya this week after seeing Mr. 
to a successful endgame," said a senior Cook in London on Monday. Professor 
British source. "The offer of a UN role Gerwell. President Nelson Mandela's chef 
seems to have been helpful in giving de cablner. had visited earlier with the 
Gadafy greater confidence that the two will Saudi ambassador to the US, Prince Bandar 
not be interrogated. bin Sultan.: ; 

“We will not let out any sighs -of. relief If Libya does not accept this proposal 


UN ENVOY WANTS SPECIAL 
MEDIATOR FOR SUDAN 


GENEVA (R) — The UN secretary gen- 
eral’s special envoy to Sqdan said on 
Friday a high-level mediator should be 
appointed to restart peace efforts in 
Sudan. 

Tom Vraalsen told reporters in 
Geneva he hoped Kenya, as the chair of 
a sub-group of countries charged with 
running peace negotiations, would 
appoint a high representative who 
would work round die clock to 
advance the process. 

“You do not get a political solution if 
you meet for three days every six 
months." Vraalsen said. "That is not 
tile way to create peace anywhere. 
What we need in the Sudan is a sus- 
tained effort, which means a 24-hour 
effort." 

Sudan's Islamist government has 
been fighting a civil war for 15 years 
with rebels who say they want more 
autonomy for the mostly Christian and 
animist soutli from the Muslim and 
Arab north. More than n million people 
have died during the conflict. 

Vraalsen, a Norwegian diplomat, 
said pence efforts in Sudan had ground 


to a halt in the past six months. 

He said he hoped Tor fresh impetus 
from the appointment of an envoy 
with o dedicated staff who could com- 
mand respect and act witlt authority. 

Vraalsen was speaking at the United 
Nations' European headquarters after 
a meeting with donors to humanitari- 
an operations in Sudan. 

in GENEVA, a UN statement said on 
Friday that tile United Nations investi- 
gator for human rights in Sudan will 
begin a two-week visit to the war-torn 
country on Saturday, Leonardo Franco, 
an Argentinean human rights lawyer 
nnd law professor who is the IJN spe- 
cial rapporteur on Sudan, will report 
his findings to the UN Commission on 
Human Rights which opens its annua! 
six-week meeting in Geneva on March 
22 

During iiis February 13-28 trip, he 
will meet officials including the justice 
mister, stale minister fur external rela- 
tions and chief Justice of tile supreme 
court. He will also visit pi isons. places 
of detention, and camps for displaced. 

The Islamist government has been 


fighting a 15-year civil war with rebels 
who say they want more autonomy for 
the mostly Christian and animist soutli 
from the Moslem and Arab north. More 
than a million people have died during 
the conflict. 

The UN investigation, which was to 
have been carried out earlier this 
month but was delayed, coincides with 
allegations by Swiss Ini man rights 
group Christian Solidarity 
International riiat government forces 
conscript children into slavery. 

At the end of the trip. Franco will 
visit Nairobi, Kenya to meet UN offi- 
cials working on Operation Lifeline 
Sudan, which is trying ro bring aid to 
four million .Sudanese displaced by 
civil war and affected by famine. He 
will also see representatives of the 
rebel Sudan People's Liberation Army. 

In Sudan he planned to he in 
khaitmun, YV.m and possibly Juba in 
the far suuili. 

Franco, making his tirbt mission to 
Sudan, replaced Hungarian expert 
Caspar Biro, who resigned last April 
after serving fur live years iu the inde- 


pendent post. 

Meanwhile at least 40 foreign aid 
workers have been evacuated due to 
fighting in a southwestern Sudan 
province where there is supposed to 
be a three-month cease-lire, a relief 
agency said Friday. 

Doctors Without norders said it has 
halted operations in Iwe «»f ten loca- 
tions in Sudan's southwestern Haiti al- 
Gliazal province, which was hard hit by 
famine last year. 

The evacuations began jail. I ( and 
continued up to Feb. 9. Doctors 
Without Ifijixlns said. The locations 
aHcued are northeast ol the provincial 
capital of Wan, nhout 1.000 kilometers 
|f>20 miles) southwest of the Sudanese 
capital, Kluinouni. 

The town is controlled by the guv- 
ernineiu while the rebels hold the 
countryside and the affec l ed vi Huge s . 

More than 1.5 million people have 
died in southern Sudan lighting and 
famines since the predominantly 
Christian. Alikan ami aniiniM smith- 
ern eis took up aims ill 1983 against 
the Muslim and Arabized ninth. 


demanding increased autonomy and 
development. 

More than 10,000 Sudanese 
refugees have fled to Chad to escape 
tribal lighting, the UN refugee agency 
said Friday. 

Itou staff members from the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees me 
due to arrive Saturday in Ad re, on the 
eastern border with Sudan, to check 
on the new arrivals, UNHCR 
spokesman Kris l.uiowski said. 

Some 10,300 refugees have left 
Sudan's West Darfur region for ('.had 
in the past two weeks, halt <tl them in 
the past 24 hours, Janowski said. 

The refugees aie both of Arab and 
Massiilii origin. 

In May. art uiiul 8,500 Sudanese left 
the area around the town of El 
(■enema fur Adre "under similar cir- 
aimsuncvs. 'J.inovviki said. 

A no n-yove in menial organization 
has remained oit ihc site and although 
Mime of tile refugees, have relumed 
since, uioxi ol the 8,5(111 are still in 
Adie. lie said. 


RUSSIA EXPRESSES 'GROWING 
CONCERN' OVER US STRIKES IN IRAQ 


there is little hope left that the ewe 
ever come to trial, as the US is im- 
pressing for the imposition of wr 
sanctions when the UN embargo on Ifa- 
reviewed in two weeks' time- * 
Washington and London have 1 
tin* sanctions will he In effect lilM [ - 
the suspects arc surrendered. 

“We don’t regard this (UN 
oiler) as a concession, but «*«”:/ 
beyond litis," the British source sari- 
is a test of Gadafy's inienrions. If W; 
this now, it's hard to see whatgTO^ . 
has left for continuing to resist. . . J 

Libya is insisting that the two. *■ £■ 
ed. would have to serve their. 
rlieir own country. Mr. Cook » ■ r 

tllMTH wm ild he no alternative. ^(7 {J ; - 


MOSCOW. (AFP) — Russian 
Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov 
expressed on Friday 
Moscow's "growing concern" 
at strikes by US and British 
warplanes patrolling no-fly 
zones over Iraq. 

"The repeated air strikes 
against Iraq by American and 
British bombers are still 
going on. These actions not 
only have serious political 
consequences but also cause 
human losses, including civil- 
ians, which is absolutely 
unacceptable." Ivanov said in 
a statement to Interfax news 
agency. 

The establishment of a no- 


fly zone is a unilateral act 
which was not submitted for 
approval by the United 
Nations Security Council and 
is therefore unacceptable." he 
added. 

An Iraqi military 
spokesman said one civilian 
was killed and several others 
injured during a bombard- 
ment by "enemy planes" in 
northern Iraq on Friday. 

Iraq also said that two civil- 
ians were killed and more 
wounded on Thursday during 
exchanges between Iraqi anti- 
aircraft positions and US and 
British bombers in the two 
no-fly-zones. 


Allied patrols of the no-fly 
zones, which cover more than 
half of Iraq and are designed 
to protect Iraq's Kurdish 
minority in the north and 
Shiite population in the 
south, have triggered a series 
of clashes since a four-day air 
campaign in December to 
punish Baghdad for failing to 
comply with UN weapons 
inspections. 

Baghdad has refused to 
acknowledge the exclusion 
zones, which were not imple- 
mented through specific UN 
resolutions. 


US JET FIRES ON IRAQI 
ARTILLERY SITE 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — US 
authorities said Friday lii.il a US 
F* 1 5 fighter jet struck an anti-air- 
craft artillery site north of the 
city of Mosul after being fired 
upon. 

The United States European 
Command said the incident 
occurred at about 1 130 GMT and 
that the F-15 responded to fire 
by dropping one guided bomb. 

In a statement out of Incirlik 
Air Base in Turkey, the command 
said there was no damage to any 


Briiisli-US aircraft engaged ill 
entdreiug the northern no-fly 
zone over Iraq. 

"Damage to Iraqi forces is cur- 
rently under assessment, " it 
added. 

in Washington, the defense 
department said a US warplane 
dropped a laser-guided bomb on 
an Iraqi air defense system in the 
northern no-fly zone on Friday. 

Hie F-15E was on a routine 
patrol when it retaliated after it 
was fired on by anti-aircraft 


artillery near rite city of Mosul at 
1030 GMT. a Pentagon 
spokesman said. 

The U.S. jet was not damaged 
and returned safely to its base, 
he said. 

On Thursday, U.S. warplanes 
attacked Iraqi air defense and 
communications installations in 
the northern no-fly zone after 
they were targeted by Iraqi 
radar. 


CHECHEN PARLIAMENT ACCUSES 
PRESIDENT OF DICTATORSHIP 


ALOERIANS TO VOTf 


IN 
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there would be no alternative, tp _ 
Scotland. 

Thursday a Saudi news i P a P , : r '.. „ , 

Awsat, quoted, “informed ^ jf; 

ing an announcement of a ' w . n . ^ 

imminent. . • •. . t ['! 

Britain and thp US , dinged A? R 

trial venue because, they felt sRi L- 

being eroded, especially 
Arab states - some secre . tl ^^ h |^^|? 
cash support or cheap oil r .. ^ » 

systematically ignoring '.t™.:; ; ; fijj 
Libyan flights.- 1 2 1 .' 


Algiers (DPA) - Algeria is to 
have a presidential election 
5" April 15, President Llamine 
“roual announced on Friday. 

Making the announcement 
011 Algerian radio and televi- 
sion networks, he called on 
voters to ensure a “massive 
turnout”. 

I He renewed a previous 
jranuse to allow "free, trans- 
parent and credible elections" 


and said state institutions 
would be required to observe 
"strict neutrality" and to treat 
all candidates the same way. 

Zeroual announced last 
autumn that elections would, 
be held early. A presidential 
election was not due until the 
year 2000. 

Algeria has been in. a deep 
political crisis since 1991 
when, after a general election. 


was won by the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), the 
armed forces stepped in. The 
FIS was banned. . 

In subsequent hostilities 
between Islamic extremists 
and the government, an esti- 
mated 27,000 people , have 
been killed. Some opposition 
sources put the death toll as 

high as 120,000. 


MOSCOW (AP) - A power 
struggle in the breakaway region 
of Chechnya intensified Friday 
when the regional parliament 
accused Chechen President 
Aslan Maskhadov of establishing 
a “personal dictatorship," a 
Russian news agency reported. 

Maskliadov, who is fighting to 
hang onto control, stripped par- 
liament of power last week and 
abolished the vice presidency in 
an effort to forestall a challenge 
to his mle. 

According to Interfax, parlia- 
ment issued a statement sharply 
attacking Maskhadov, accusing 
him of pro-Russian polities. That 
is the primary criticism of the 
Renegade warlords who have 
. tried to oust Maskhadov, but 


parliament criticized them as 
well. 

“The Chechen Republic's par- 
liament puts the blame for possi- 
ble consequences on the presi- 
dent and armed opposition and 
calls on them to discontinue the 
wrong practice of ignoring the 
law, which has led to an authori- 
tarian regime and a persona! dic- 
tatorship.” the statement said. 

lawmakers also chided 
Maskhadov for being "not well- 
versed in Islam," and bungling 
his efforts to ini pose Islamic law 
on the region, which is predomi- 
nantly Muslim. 

As part of his standoff with 
opponents, Maskhadov created 
a Islamic state council last week, 
and invited some of Ills rivals to 


serve on it. 

His moves appeared to back- 
fire and prominent field com- 
manders established an alterna- 
tive Islamic council on, Tuesday 
that they said would make the 
Chechen presidency obsolete. 

Chechnya lias been in a state 
of near-anarchy since the end of 
the 1994-9G war with Russia. 

While its claims have been rec- 
ognized by no country, 
Chechnya lias largely been free 
of Russian rule and lias estab- 
lished the institutions of an inde- 
pendent nation. However, 
Maskhadov's government has 
been unable to establish order 
or build an economy apd the 
region has only plunged deeper 
into poverty and lawlessness. 
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MONTPELLIER, (AFP) - An Air France plane hit h glider Friday while 
preparing to land at the southern French airport of Montpellier but 
no-one was injured. 

The Airbus A-320 was bound from Paris-Orly to Montpellier when 
the accident occurred. 

Neither the passengers nor the pilot of the glider were hurt, pas- 
sengers aboard the plane said. 




GENEVA (AFP) - UN human rights chief Mary Robinson will attend a 
rights protection workshop in New Delhi next week where she is also 
due to meer Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari \fejpayee, the UN said 
Friday. 

Robinson will take part in the seventh Asia-Pacific workshop on 
regional protection for the promotion and protection of human rights 
during her visit from Feb. 15 to 17, a UN statement said. 

Robinson will also address the Global Conference on Democracy, a 
new worldwide association of democracy activists, and will speak on 
human rights and women at a conference organized by the 
International Association of Women in Radio and Television. 

On TUesday the high commission for human rights is scheduled to 
meet ^jpayee as well as the ministers of external and home affairs 
and chief Justice of the Supreme Court of India. 


h\ m •! IM'M mvh \ 


Kuala Lumpur (DPA) - Sacked Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim argued with prosecutors during cross-examination Friday in 
his trial on charges of corruption and sodomy. 

Anwar, in the witness box for the fifth consecutive day, daimed 
there was strong evidence of a conspiracy involving the highest level 
of government and the police. 

Senior Deputy Public Prosecutor Abdul Gani Patail told him he was 
not answering the questions posed to him. and that he had again 
raised the conspiracy issue although it was barred by the court. 

“A lot of interests were involved, billions of dollars of projects, 
bribery and political conspiracy, threats and witnesses who are forced 
to give confessions," Anwar told the court. 

Anwar, 51 . is alleged to have used his position to interfere in police 
investigations into allegations of sexual misconduct. 

He races up to 14 years in jail if found guilty on corruption charges 
and 20 years on a sodomy conviction. 

Justice Augustine Paul told Anwar to give direct answers “or it will 
go against you." 

Anwar's leading lawyer. Raja Aziz Addnise, said there were facts to 
support the defense claim of a conspiracy and he asked the prosecu- 
tion not to restrict Anwar’s replies. 

The court had ruled on lliesday that the defense's attempts to 
establish a political conspiracy wns not relevant to the trial. 

The hearing will resume on Feb. 18. 


WARSAW, (AP) - Poland will hand over documents ratifying its 
membership in NATO on March 12, officially marking the former 
Soviet bloc nation's entry into the western military alliance several 
weeks eariier than originally envisioned, a government spokesman 
said Friday. 

“Poland will find itself in the sphere of security, guaranteed by the 
only strong military alliance that exists today," saidjaroslaw Sellin, the 
government spokesman. “That will be the final cancellation of the 
Yalta agreements." 

Poland's parliament debates the nation's entry into NATO on Fdb. 
17, sending the formal documents on to President Alexander 
Kwasniewski for his signature. Poland's membership becomes official 
when the documents are handed over U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright in Washington, March 12. 

In milking irs bid for NATO enrry, Poland has Signed that the mili- 
tary alliance's eastward expansion would mean an end to the Cold 
War era division of Europe established by the Allied Conference in 
Yalta at the end of World War II, which put the Easr bloc under Soviet 
control. - 

Poland has pushed for integration Into Western security and eco- 
nomic stmetures since roppfing communism in 1989. Sellin said the 
organizations represent democratic and legal values long respected by 
Poland. 

Poland, along with the Czech Republic and Hungary, have been 
invited to join NATO on the pact's 50th anniversary in April. However, 
Polish leaders and NATO officials I rave long suggested that the new 
J nations could become members earlier. 


IMPEACHMENT: HILLARY 
EMERGES TRIUMPHANT 
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By Julian Bother in presidential race itself 

Washington The New York idea was floated 

soon after November's mid-term 
congressional elections, in which s 
Clinton emerged as the 
Democrats' best fund-raiser and 
star turn. The more the press por- 
trayed her as tire wronged 
FOR MORE than a year, woman, die more she shone in the 
Washington's grandiose arena has popular pantheon, shrugging off 
been reduced to staging smutty pity while devoting henself to the 
beoom farce. But the show does at Democratic message . 
least promise an ending worthy of Gail Sheehy, author of a fbrtlv 
dassicai ama, with the principal coming Hillary Clinton biography 
victim, Hillary Clinton, rising tri- said: "She's now a wounded 
umphant. Alone among the pro- woman. And every woman who's 
tagonists, she has emerged ever been wounded can identify 
enhanced in the eyes of the with her, but not with her as a vie- 
American people. tim. because she doesn't allow 

Everywhere Hillary goes these that. She doesn’t invite that. She 
days there are placards and slo- isn’t a victim; she is an enormous- 

gans calling on her to mn for office ly strong and now internationally 

in 2000. The one character to have admired woman with tremendous 

remained silent about die bizarre power." 
events around her, she is the most The murmurs of a New York 
admired woman in die country, by reincarnation were initially 
far. brushed off, with Hillary Clinton's 

In the wodd of publishing, the aides saying the last thing their 
word is chat Hillary Clinton could boss wanted was a return to 
earn up to S5 million for her mem- Washington, tire town she private- 
oire. That is apparently a lot more ly despises, to sit among her fanii- 
than Bill Ginton's diaries might be ly's tormentors in Congress, 
worth, which is not altogether sur- But three months have passed 
prising: memoirs have to be rea- and lirde has been done to scotch 
sonably credible. But - as anyone the rumours. Earlier this month, 
who ever worked with Hillary the president even added fuel to 
Ginton insists - money is not what the fire when he told a fund-raiser: 
she is about. It is the pungent mix "It looks like it Is highly likely that 
of policy and power that ives her. I will increasingly be known as the 

The steady ip of tumours that person who comes with Hillary to 
she would run for the Senate in New York." 

2000 has swelled to a constant He was paraphrasing a joke JFK 

stream, in the absence of firm once made in Paris about Jackie, 
denials. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, but its significance was not lost on 
the veteran Democratic senator tire cheering crowd, 
from New York, is due to retire Hillary Clinton’s ratings are so 
that year, leaving a choice seat high in New York that other 
vacant. Democrats are reluctant to start 

A senatorial battle between ronning seriously until they know 
Hillary Ginton and one of her her intentions, provoking Senator 
Republican arch-enemies - Rudy Moynihan's wife and political 
Giuliani or Alfonse D’Amato - adviser, Liz, to exdalm in frustra- 
would be a compelling spectade. tion: “If Hillary Clinton's not going 

In terms of air-time and column to run she should say so. As long 

Inches it could over-shadow the as she's out there, the Democrats 

won’t be looking around for a New 

EL AL PLANES WENT 
UNCHECKED BEFORE 
AMSTERDAM CRASH - REPORT 

THE HAGUE, (AFP) - Israel's state airline El Al was able to carry 
dangerous cargoes to Amsterdam airport in the run-up to the ' 
1992 crash of an Israeli transport plane, a former transport 
police officer was quoted Friday as saying. 

"According to Ronald Schnitker, an airport police officer from 
1 984 to 1992, Amsterdam airport police systematically left: El Al 
planes unchecked, the GPD agency reported Friday. 

"When one day I wanted to carry out an inspection, my com- 
manding officer asked me 'what are you doing with my friends 
from El A!7'" Schnitker said. 

“What is strange is that I do not remember a particular direc- 
tive not to Inspect El Al. It simply did not happen," he added. 

An El Al Boeing 747 cargo plane slammed into an apartment 
block shortly after taking ofT from Amsterdam Schiphol aiiport 
on October 4, 1992, killing four crew and 39 people on the 
ground. 

A Dutch parliamentary inquiry is trying to establish the cause . 
of the crash and the cargo the plane was carrying at the time. 

Hundreds of residents near the crash site later complained of 
medical problems. 

Israeli officials and El Al admitted last year the plane had been 
carrying 190 liters (50 gallons) of dimethyl methylphosphonate, 
a chemical used in the manufacture of the deadly nerve gas 
sarin. -. r.vrj V 


t The Guardian 
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FOR MORE than a year, 
Washington's grandiose arena has 
been reduced to staging smutty 
beoom farce. But the show does at 
least promise an ending worthy of 
dassicai ama, with the prindpal 
victim, Hillary Clinton, rising tri- 
umphant. Alone among the pro- 
tagonists, she has emerged 
enhanced in the eyes of the 
American people. 

Everywhere Hillary goes these 
days there are placards and slo- 
gans calling on her to mn for office 
in 2000. The one character to have 
remained silent about the bizarre 
events around her, she is the most 
admired woman in die country, by 
far. 

In the wodd of publishing, the 
word is chat Hillary Ginton could 
earn up to $5 million for her mem- 
oirs. That is apparently a lot more 
than Bill Ginton's diaries might be 
worth, which is not altogether sur- 
prising: memoirs have to be rea- 
sonably credible. Bur - as anyone 
who ever worked with Hillary 
Ginton insists - money is not what 
she is about. It is the pungent mix 
of policy and power that ives her. 

Tlie steady ip of nimours that 
site would run for the Senate in 
2000 has swelled to a constant 
stream, in the absence of firm 
denials. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
the veteran Democratic senator 
from New York, is due to retire 
diat year, leaving a choice seat 
vacant. 

A senatorial battle between 
Hillary Ginton and one of her 
Republican arch-enemies - Rudy 
Giuliani or Alfonse D’Amato • 
would be a compelling spectade. 
In terms of air-time and column 
Inches it could over-shadow the 
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Yorker." 

Among tlie First lady's White 
House staff, talk of a Senate run is 
taboo, but excitement at the 
prospect is said to run like elec- 
tricity through daily staff meetings. 

“If you asked me a month ago, 
Would she nm7 I would have said 
definitely no. Now I think it could 
definitely happen," an aide said. 
Sure enough, Hillary Ginton did 
make a trip to Buffalo, in upstate 
New York, earlier tiiis month to be 
greeted like a rock star. Al Gore 
ove tlie point home: “New York 
loves Hillary Clinton." lie yelled, to 
obvious popular agreement. 

Hillary-watchers think the First 
Lady is deeply flattened by tlie 
attention the New Yoik rumors 
have won Iter, and loves the fart 
that her ratings outshine those of 
Giuliani, the city’s mayor. But even 
her supporters concede there are 
problems with tlie New York 2tXK) 
plan. Geraldine Feirarm, the for- 
mer Democratic vice-president ini 
candidate, pointed out that "if site 
were to remain in the While 
House while campaigning for the 
Senate, the Republicans would 
inundate the Federal Flection 
Commission with complaints." 

But if she "moved out of the 
White House to campaign, the 
rumors and innuendo would keep 
her and her stair completely occu- 
pied." 

lit other words, her marriage to 
Bill Ginton will become political 
dead-welghr. At some point she 
will have to decide whether to stay 
with a partner who so humiliated 
her. 

But perhaps the greatest obsta^ 
de to a senate seat is Hillary 
Ginton's self-regard. As one of her 
staff members put In "This Is a 
woman with a serious ego. She Is 
used to being in the White House. 

I don’t know if the Senate is big 
enough for her.” . ... . 

The half-joke among Hillary's 


SAUDI SHURA COUNCIL MAY DEBATE 
ALLOWING WOMEN TO DRIVE 


loyal staff is that the wwgfl- 
has been president for si c 
Some among them Watt 
error of fate that can ewfti 
put right, by preparing 
for a presidential nut iiJW - 
was s Feiraro’s advice. 

All the polls suggest fe' 
over 70 per cent of died© 

Is ready for a woman paste 
the first decade or jo 
millennium. But a quarts*' 
staunchly opposed. 

And as an individiit® 
has nor always hlddenbu^ 
on emotive subjects,*"*** 

tion dinics. 

According to Jan*$ ^ 
director of the CeM 
Congressional and 
Studies: “Site’s too M-* 
sense she gets hotpostt* . 
but also hot negat^v® 
strongly dislike Iter, aril*! 
the kind of person wpF! 
nomination." /•:' 

Tlie cooler heads aWj. 
staffers are tiilnldigfojj* 
tlous teirns* trying 
the helm of some 
body such os 
she could pursue W' ^ 

commitment: I? 
diilen’s rights round 

escape tlie\tohin^W 

But Hillary 
the odds before*. 

reform injfiathw.yif.JEa 
national 

ed hcr ^hen.9«gj 
today .But'wjgf^ 
what alchemy 
this warm ft#*? 


S AUDI Arabia may soon 
allow women to drive, 
which could be the most 
significant advance for women 
since girls were allowed to go 
to school in the 1960s. 

Rumors that the shura coun- 
dl (parliament) Is debating the 
issue are so strong that some 
believe the government has 
leaked the news to test 
whether the sexually segregat- 
ed Saudi society is ready for 
such a controversial step. 

A senior diplomat in Riyadh 
said that specific conditions 
were being discussed, such as 
allowing only married women 
over 35 to drive, between 7am 
and 7pm, with the written 
authority of their maluani - 
male guardian. 

'Tlie process of building con- 
sensus for taking the decision 
appears to be under way," the 
diplomat said. 

How the state can end the 
ban while keeping the strong 
religious hierarchy and oppos- 
ing liberal forces happy remains 
to be seen, but many women 
say they will take whatever 
cumes their way. just to be able 




to get behind the wheel. 

"1 have hoped for this for 
years," one said. “All the 
women I know want it but it's 
not in our hands. This is the 
first time it has been discussed 
so seriously. I hope they will 
allow us to start driving, even 
with conditions, rather than 
rejecting the idea without even 
trying." 

“People here have grown up 
with the idea that women don't 
drive. When they go abroad, 
children are shocked when they 
see women driving. Men aren't 
used ro the idea. The problem 
will be getting society to accept 
it, particularly men." 

Saudis say the state may have 
been prompted by the money 
that could be saved by sacking 
500,000 foreign chauffeurs at a 
time when weak oil prices have 
lost tlie kingdom USS15 billion 
in income. 

Many Saudis say tlie ban has 
more ro do with the country's 
tradition than its Islamic faith, 
pointing to the fact that women 
used to ride camels in the 
Prophet Mohammed's times. 
Women say it would be better 


from a religious standpoint to 
drive their own cars than have 
to be alone in a car with a 
strange man. 

The ban is particularly frus- 
trating to working women, who 
complain that they are left at 
the mercy of their drivers. 

"When I came here I felt I had 
become crippled,” said an expa- 
triate woman. 

"it would be great if they lift 
the ban so that I wouldn't have 
to depend on my driver. 
Sometimes lie doesn’t come. 
It's very frustrating. My hus- 
band can’t take inc because he 
takes our daughter to school." 

Saudi women's grumbles 
have grown as the number in 
work lias increased. An estimat- 
ed 240,000 have jobs and tlie 
number will increase as more 
facilities open to serve rhe fast- 
growing population. There are 
some 600,000 foreign women 
working in Saudi Arabia, which 
has a population of 14 million. 

“I used to drive when I lived 
in Cairo and London," a Saudi 
woman said. “But here I have a 
driver. It’s hell when lie goes on 
holiday. There's no reliable pub- 


lic transport system and ! could 
stand on the corner of my 
street for a month before I see a 
taxi.” 

Buses do not run regularly 
and have only a couple of rows 
of scats for women at the back. 

The driving ban on driving is 
just one manifestation of the 
impact on women's lives of 
Saudi Arabia's strict Wahabi 
sect of Islam. 

Women must be covered and 
must be accompanied by a male 
relative in public, education is 
sexually segregated, and 
women are encouraged to seek 
work in fields traditionally 
reserved for them, such as edu- 
cation and health care • though 
some have entered retailing, 
marketing, banking and even 
industry. 

A ha nd fill of women who 
broke the driving bail during 
the Gulf war were suspended 
from their jobs for three years. 

They also incurred the wrath of po|)lllan CNN and t!ll . brc could 





die religious police. 

"After the Gull crisis there 
was an opening in the region to 
tlie outside world," a woman 
said. "Satellite dishes became 


he seen and people began to 
open up. it's natural fur any 
country to open to the world.” 
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“Under Western Eyes” 


..By.. Way qf Introdmtton" 

1 am taking this opportunity to introduce myself, and the 
weekly column which I will be contributing to the "Arab Daily". 

First, allow me to clarify the title of the column: "Under 
Western Eyes". For those of you witli a fondness for twentieth 
century literature, Joseph Conrad's book by the same title will 
spring to mind. My intention in borrowing from Mr. Conrad is 
based upon the appropriateness of the wording, with no covert 
political insinuations. As an American living in Amman, provid- 
ing my news on the Middle East, this title appears most appro- 
priate. 

Second, allow me to clarify my personal background so the 
reader will better understand how I form perspectives on the 
political, economic, and social dynamics within this troubled 
region of the world. Bom in the Midwest (Illinois to be exact), 
after completing my military duty I received my Bachelor and 
Master degrees in political science with concentrations in 
Comparative Politics (the developing world) and International 
Relations. Subsequently, I completed the course work and final 
examinations for Ph.D. at the University of Colorado, but unfor- 
tunately was unable to finish my doctoral thesis. While study- 
ing in Boulder, I was an instructor, responsible for first and sec- 
ond year courses in Comparative Poiirics and International 
Relations. 

Due to economic exigencies, E left graduate school and 
entered the business world. From 1984-91 , 1 was an insurance 
consultant affiliated with one of the leading international bro- 
kers based in Manhattan, in February 1992. I relocated to 
Kuwait where my responsibilities included reopening an insur- 
ance firm. During my time in Kuwait, I was actively involved in 
the American Chamber of Commerce, serving on the Executive 
Committee of that body and elected as its President For the 
1995-1996 year. After almost five years, I decided that I had 
accomplished everything possible in Kuwait and made the deci- 
sion to move to Jordan. 

The obvious question is why Jordan? Allow me ro explain that 
my wife is Palestinian, and we believe it is important For our 
children to be exposed to the Arab culture, including the oppor- 
tunity to master the language. Since my wife has numerous fam- 
ily members living in Amman, we were able to settle in with lit- 
tle difficulty. Perhaps most Important, we were led to believe 
(and have come to accept) that Jordon Is the most cordial, sta- 
ble , and tolerant of the countries in the Middle East. 

Why have I spent so much time boring you with my life story7 
1 believe it is important for a reader to understand the back- 
ground or a writer in order to better comprehend the views he 
espouses. Based upon my studies, I have formed a basic under- 
standing of politics within this region and the manner in which 
they impact upon larger global relations. 

Furthermore AS a political scientist and former businessman, 
I attempt to analyze events from the perspective of and 
Western-trained social scientist, adopting an empirical-ratio- 
nalist and critical thinking approach. 

Now that 1 have prepared the reader for where I come from 
and how I perceive tilings, I look forward to writing my first 
issue-oriented column. 1 believe I will be fair and' objective, but 
welcome any and all comments and criticisms from those of 
you patient enough to spend some time reading my columns. 


US POST-XMAS 
SHOPPING UP 


WASHINGTON - After Christmas discounts enticed shoppers Into 
U.S. department stores and mails in January, helping to produce a 
modest increase in retail sales an top of stellar gains during the 
holidays. Tire 0.2 percent increase, reported Thursday by the 
Commerce Department, followed a large one percent gain in 
December and dovetailed with economists' belief that robust eco- 
nomic growth at the end of 1998 is carrying over Into early 
1999.(Assodated Press) 
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SIGNS OF THE TIME SHELL'S PROFITS 


Editor's Note; When the Arab 
Dally recently took advertising 
space at a busy traffic Intersec- 
tion In Amman, It was joining 
the Increasing number of local 
companies using the new 
media form, the electronic bill- 
board which with Its move- 
ment, seems to catch the eye of 
the motorist. This prompted us 
to find out mere about this 
Infant Industry and the effects 
of the new street architecture 
on our dally life. The following 
report summarises the findings 
of ur Inquiry 

"Waiting for the traffic light? to turn 
green, motorists no longer have to strain 
their brains thinking of products they 
should buy from the stores. What they 
arc doing subliminaiiy, is looking at the 
clutter of billboards promoting n wide 
array of products!" emphasised 
Mohammed Bushnaq, General Manager 
of ISB Graphics. 

The recent easing of outdoor advertis- 
ing regulations has caused marketers to 
add outdoor advertising ro their bud- 
gets. "Previously, most of the above the 
line media budgets went into newspaper 
and television. Now we can target con- 
sumers while they are commuting, and 
driving through the streets of Amman." 
added Bushnaq. 

"When we consider the cost," 
explained Bushnaq, "we have to account 
for the volume of turnover at the traffic 
intersections, and determine what per- 
centage of that volume accounts for the 
product's target market. We take that 
into account versus the cost of advertis- 
ing on a specific billboard, and that 
allows us to forecast the feasibility of 
such an advertising expenditurefGary 
Cooper, professor, of Consumer 
Behaviour at Southern Oregon 
University, USA writes that only 1-3 sec- 
onds are needed for the consumer, as a 
target, to recognise a product billboard. 


Cooper also emphasises that repeated 
recognition over a series of intersection 
stops is needed to convert that recogni- 
tion imn proper association. 

“Once a target can associate with the 
product, it is more likely for him or her 
to consider its purchase at the point of 
sale," added Mohammed Bushnaq, “That 
is what the advertiser is trying to attain; 
the consumers' consideration and prefer- 
ence of his product at the time of their 
next purchaserWith the development of 
Jordan as an open market, with healthy 
competition, various marketers verify 
that extra efTorts and budgets have to 
be allocated to give their products more 
exposure than those of the competition. 
With the introduction of various forms of 
billboard advertising on the streets of 
Jordan, the marketers must next analyse 
which form is more suitable to promote 
their products. "With regard to outdoor 
advertising, there are various forms 
available in Jordan. These include the 
rotating signs that change their face 
every few seconds, and the huge televi- 
sion screens that show short commer- 
cials. Outdoor advertising also accounts 
for the small signs that are attached to 
the light poles. All these are in addition 
to the traditional billboard," explained 
Bushnaq. 

In certain cases, the marketer's need, 
for a specific location, is so great that 
the evolution of new forms of billboard 
has given different products the right to 
the same spot. 

"The 'Trlnet' Sign that rotates every 
twelve seconds shows three different 
billboards on the same location. The 
huge 'TrivisioiT screens give marketers 
the ability to buy from 1 0 to 60 seconds 
of commercial space. These forms of 
billboard have also been shown to gen- 
erate a higher recognition because a per- 
son waiting at a traffic light is more like- 
ly to be attracted by the motion of the 
signs!" explained a billboard sales execu- 
tive. 


Gary Cooper further explains oij 
advertising. "These various form, 1 
generated much interest from p; 
marketers the world over. By ajft- 
riglu questions, marketers can i 
mine the need for outdoor adveir ' 
in any of the above forms, suth 
there sufficient time at this lontis- 
the target to recognise the biftor 
how long is the average stoppap-j 
here? Finally, given the nuinttr 
boards at litis location, how mnj; 
ouds will it take the target coiKoy. 
specific board? “In a research mfc 
by Tiie Aral) Daily, the business si!: 
this particular media form can beu-: 
stood. An owner of a building icrrc 
rooftop space to a licensed »• 
company for a price that mayrayf 
JOD 4,000-10,000 per year. The till) 
company pays a licensing fee r 
municipal iry, and then places a rot- 
sign (in this example) that has to;: 
of three rotating faces. Each off- 
races is rented on a yearly cornua 
JOD 6,000-12,000, depending o: 
location of the building. "With lit 
regulation of outdoor advertising r* 
may be ton much street clutter. Vi 
ly have tn spend a lot of time seeir.ii 
is a feasible investment forourd;r 
slated Bushnaq, "There is a din;, 
not giving the consumer sufficient): 
or allowing them enough time, toil 
one cleat message. In such an inr. 
the risk of waste of investment i» 
hifilil" 

Amman is developing into a bu • 
center; a highly competitive «• 
where Improving quality of lift' 
impelled marketers to apply aB f 
and tools of their trade. These ik/ 
tools and advancements in bill!, 
advertising have made Amman an*' 
tor product marketers to fight fw ' 
percent of market share. ^ 


CRASH 


By. Dan Atkinson in London 

S LIDING oil prices have blown a S3 bil- 
lion hole in the 1998 profits of the 
Royal Dutch Shell energy group. 
Europe’s largest industrial combine is cut- 
ting capital spending and slashing 4.000 
jobs in a package of measures to ensure it 
survives the oil-price crunch. 

Chairman Mark Moody-Stuart said yes- 
terday that Shell faces one of the toughest 
challenges in its history and he faced "some 
of the toughest decisions l have ever had to 
make". He pledged to resign should he fail 
to revive the ailing company in two years. 

Predicting fictfe joy from next month's 
summit meeting of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries. Mootly- 
Stu.irt said Shell was shaking itself up to 
ensure it was "robust” in a climate of S 10- 
a-burrel oil prices. He disclosed the group 
was shoik-iesting to check it could with- 
stand single-figure oil prices, "the real acid- 
test". 

He refused tu rule out the scrapping of 
the group's Augio-Dutch structure and its 
merger into one siiinined-down organiza- 
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* the same day - 


cion. Shell’s results were worse than had 
been predicted by London analysts, with 
earnings per share of a halfpenny, against 
the penny forecast. In 1997, Shell made 
17.8p a share, with 20p in 1996. Net 
income for 1998 was S5.I billion, a 36 per 
cent drop on the S8 billion earned in 1997, 
although the final dividend is being raised 
3 percent to I3.5p. 

Once asset write-downs and other 
charges totalling S4.3 billion, incurred dur- 
ing emergency surgery last year, are taken 
into account. Shell's 1998 profits crashed 
by 89 per cent to just USS90I million. 

Hie most serious damage came in the 
last quarter of 1998, where oil prices 40 per 
cent below those iit the same period in 
1997 sent income diving by 53 per cent 
against the last quarter of 1997 to S8IR 


million. With the charges and write-downs 
added in, Shell plunged S3 .6 billion into 
the red in the last three months of 1998. 
against S1.7 billion in profit for 1997’s last 
quarter. 

Reeling from oil prices at their lowest 
levels since the early 1970s, once inflation 
has been discounted, Shell is shifting its 
focus from high-cost operations, such as 
those in North America, to low-cost sites 
including Nigeria and Oman. "The key to 
surviving the price squeeze, said Moody- 
Stuart, was access to low-cost oil. 

fts involvement in Nigeria, alongside that 
of fellow oil groups Elf, Agape and Exxon, 
has been controversial in view of that coun- 
try's military regime, hut Moody -Stuart 
said that, while Shell would encourage the 
Nigerian government to use its quarter- 
share of oil revenues in a constructive way, 
the company could not lay down the law. 
He also thought it unlikely the OPEC oil car- 
tel would he able to agree a further cuts 
package at its 23 March summit in Vienna. 


EURO HIT BY GLOBAL 
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ftyAMRE AL-HUSSg 


PHILIPPINES' EURO BONDS 


MANILA (AFP) - The 
Philippines Is co launch a Euro 
currency bond issue possibly 
in March to raise 300 million 
Euros (340 million US dollars), 
Finance Secretary Edgardo 
Espiritu said Friday, Espiritu 
will lead a team of senior 
finance ministry officials and 
central bankers on a road 
show in six key European 
cities in the last week of, 
February in preparation for 
the Issuance, a finance 
department statement said, 
"We will launch the issue in 
the few weeks following the 
road show. We want to be 
flexible on timing the actual 
launch, and we will come to 


the market when market con- 
ditions are oprini.il," Espiritu 
said. 

"The road show will pre- 
sent investors the economic 
achievements of the country, 
as most investors will be 
investing in the Philippines 
for the very first time," he 
added. 

The size of the bond is 
expected to be 300 million 
Euros. Maturity is, seen at 
between five to ten years, the 
statement said. It is believed 
to be the first Euro currency 
boqd Issuance from Asia, a 
region stilt suffering from the 
effects of a two-year financial 
crisis. The statement did not' 


say how the proceeds will be 
used but the central bank has 
previously said it wants the 
newly launched Euro to be 
part of its foreign exchnngc 
reserves. 

The Euro, the single mone- 
tary unit of the European 
Union, was launched this year 
in what was billed as a major 
challenge to the global domi- 
nance of the US dollar. 

Espiritu, top Finance min- 
istry officials and senior exec- 
utives of the Central Bank of 
the Philippines are to fly to 
Europe later this month for 
the road show, the statement 
said. They will split Into two 
teams one to visit Paris, 


Frankfurt and Zurich td 1 :' 
other to cover 
Milan, the statement K 
The teams will t 
London by the mon^V 
The Philippines' Wj 
month of one W** *] 
worth of global- j*. 

oversubscribed. On • ; 

the finance chief: sJ 
country had. 
tional 20.0. 'WW®?.- 
WorthoFi'' 1 ""’""* 1, 
has ialso «rr., 
Sachs, JP 'MorgatfvJ ^ 
Dillon Read ^itd D 
Bank toJoinf" ,Ai 
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BERLIN (DPA) - It lias been a 
rocky week for Europe's new 
common currency which has 
been hit by market uncertainty 
about the direction of global 
interest rates and the econom- 
ic prospects facing the world's 
industrial superpowers. 

Six weeks after the euro's 
confident launch, market sen- 
timent towards the new cur- 
rency appears to be shifting 
with the euro losing about five 
per cent of its value since it 
stepped onto the world stage 
on January 1. 

According to Michael Lewis, 
economist with Deutsche 
Bank, the high expectations 
surrounding the euro's arrival 
as a new currency to challenge 
the U.S. dollar's global market 
domination have now been 
replaced by a more bearish 
attitude to the currency. 

in particular, the euro has 
ov er the last week found itself 
; flight between the conflict- 
mg economic outlooks for the 
yni,cd Stat *s and Euroland, 
.1 ■ new economic zone based 
around the 1 1 European states 

, ich hunched the new cur- 
'• fancy. 

1 ■ While 0 slron 8 U.S. econo- 
:-L y raises ll,c prospects bf a 
tightening in U.S. monetary 
policy, economic analysts are 


still expecting rhe European 
central bank to deliver a cut in 
interest rates in the coming 
months as the Euroland econ- 
omy contracts. 

The result has been the U.S. 
dollar has managed to steadily 
gain strength against the euro, 
which was launched at about 
1.17 against the greenback but 
this week dropped down 
below 1.13 dollars. 

A stream of economic data 
underscore the current eco- 
nomic divergence between the 
United States and Euroland 
with recent U.S. unemploy- 
ment figures showing surpris- 
ing strength compared with 
the more downbeat outlook 
for jobs in Europe. 

According to the latest job- 
less statistics from Germany, 
Euroland's powerhouse econo- 
my, conditions in the nation's 
labour market remain very 
fragile. 

Moreover, the German data 
released this week show a six- 
month period of growth In 
employment as coming to an 
end in November as the 
national economy began to 
lose momentum. 

"A weak currency. Is notnec- 
essarily a bad thing .when the 
economy is slowing," said 
Lewis. 


And at least for the moment, 
Europe's monetary officials 
appear to be relatively san- 
guine about the euro's perfor- 
mance. 


Hans Tietmeyer, president 
of Germany's Bundesbank and 
a member of the European 
central bank's council said the 
euro’s recent fall should not 
be over-interpreted. 

"In today's foreign exchange 
markets, temporary technical 
changes, new information or 
estimates from one part of the 
world can prompt investors to 
reconsider their expecta- 
tions." Tietmeyer said in a 
German newspaper interview. 

That said, and In the light of 
the weaker euro, European 
central bank watchers are 
becoming less convinced 
about the timing of another 
rate cut In the euro zone, even 
■ though softer world commodi- 
ty prices are expected to keep 
Inflation below one per cent , 
this year and give the 
European central bank consid- 
erable room to ease monetary 
policy. 

With the European economy 
entering the new year on very 
uncertain fodtlng, economists 
began revlsjrtg down their 
- 1999 • forecasts for the 
Euroland economy and • pre- 


dicting an early cut in 
Euroland interest rates during 
the year. Now the mood 
appears to have changed. 

"These days there appears 
to be a more cautious 
approach to Euroland rate 
cuts," said Eckhardt Schulte, 
economist with the Industrial 
Bank of Japan. "The view now 
appears to be that rates are on 
hold for the timebeing." 

But other factors also 
appear to be at work, not the 
least being a change in expec- 
tations about the performance 
of the Euroland economy. 

The slide In business confi- 
dence across the eurozone 
appears to have begun to bot- 
tom out, while consumer con- 
fidence throughout Euroland 
earlier this year hit an all-time 
economy. 

This has helped to further 
boost expectations of the con- 
sumer sector becoming the 
prime engine for economic 
growth In Euroland. 

"The worst of the emerging 
markets crisis .appeares to be 
over/ 1 said Schulte. 

What Is'more, the eurozone 
economy is widely tipped to 
gather pace ns the year pro- 
gresses, further complicating 
the timing of a Euroland rate 
cut. ‘ 
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Brazil- IMF talks continue 


BRASILIA - A team from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
was to return to Washington Friday after a three-week mission 
here, the Brazilian Economics Ministry said. Headed by Teresa 
Tcr-Minassian, the IMF's director for the Southern Hemisphere, 
the team has not yet wrapped up its review of the Brazilian 
economy since the nation devalued its currency against the dol- 
lar, the ministry said Thursday. In ail effort to speed this work 
along. Ainaury Bier, a top ministry official, was set to travel to 
Washington on Sunday with a delegation of economic advisers 
to meet with the IMF. Focusing on Brazil's latest economic fig- 
ures, the review is aimed at helping the IMF come to a decision 
about giving Brazil nine billion dollars in economic support 
later this mouth as part of an aid package unveiled last 
November. Last week, following three days of talks with IMF 
vice president Stanley Fischer, the Brazilian government 
announced plans to reduce its budget deficit and control inJla- 
lioit. (Age i ice France I’resse) 


India - further liberalization 


New Delhi - The Indian government is considering further lib- 
eralization ol the Indian economy, including allowing foreign 
investment in sectors like insurance and real estate. Industry 
Minister Sikander Rakht said Friday. The proposed measures 
are .limed at also cutting down nf bureauciatic procedures .mil 
enlarging the scope of automatic approval for foreign invest- 
ment. Bakht said at a seminar organized as part of the India 
Engineering Tuido Fair (IIH R. 

Bakht said other steps being considered included libeializa- 
tiou of Foreign exchange controls and simplification «f Titles I or 
foreign companies to open branches in India, 
iiisuiauce remains a state monopoly in India nrnl real estate 
business is limited to locals. Leftist parties and trade unions 
have beeti strongly opposing any move which they peiceived 
amounted to a step towards privatization of the sectoi let 
alone allowing of foreign players. 

Bakht said since the opening up of the economy in the early 
1990s there has been an inflow of 15 billion dollars worth of 
foreign direct investment into India. 

Refuting allegations that the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led coalition government was opposed co reform 
and said ft had taken major economic initiatives in the last year. 

Some 47 countries are participating in IETF, which was for- 
mally opened by Federal Vice President Krishan Kant and South 
Korean Premier Kim Jong-Pil on Thursday. (Deutch Press 
Agency) 


Egypt gains more Aid 


Paris - Western creditors, showing "strong support" for Egypt' 
development aims, Friday pledged 2.5 billion dollars' worth of 
aid and loans to Cairo. 

A statement released by the Consultative Group for Egypt 
after talks at the World Bank's European office in Paris said that 
the pledges include 1 .5 billion dollars in grants and soft loans 
for the coming year, plus 1.0 billion dollars in long-term devel- 
opment loans. 

The pledge came after a two-day meeting of the group led by 
Kemal Dervish, World Bank vice president for the Middle East 
and North Africa region, and the Egyptian side led by Public 
Enterprises Minister AtefEbeid. 

"Participants showed their strong support for Egypt's devel- 
opment program." the statement said in disclosing the new 
financial aid. 

It said that the Egyptian side had briefed international credi- 
tors about its economic reforms, including such key areas as the 
privatisation of public enterprises, and about its efforts to bat- 
tle poverty and illiteracy and Improve the social system. Ateif 
.Obeld told the group that Egypt expected to achieve a growth 
rate of 6.5 per cent annually during the next Five-Year Plan, with 
per enpita annual growth to be four per cent. (tieptch \pres$ 
Agency) . ' ' ;■ 
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BRAZIL'S STATE 
DEBT STANDOFF 
INTENSIFIES 

SAO PAULO (R) - Brazil's latest bid to ease a debt standoff with 
a key state looked shaky on Friday after the governor refused 
to meet with federal officials and 'instead gathered with his 
police chiefs. 

itamar' Franco, governor of Minas Gerais, called an emer- 
gency meeting with police to discuss "acts of growing hostili- 
ty" from the federal government. 

Franco was referring to the blocking of federal funds to the 
state for its refusal to make interest payments on a federal 
loan in early January. 

"The federal government has just committed further vio- 
lence against {the state|," Franco said in a statement issued 
late Thursday. "[The move| confirms the hostilities against the 
people of Minas and belles the stated willingness of the pres- 
ident of the republic For dialogue with the states." 

it was Franco's refusal to repay part of the federal loan in 
January that frightened investors and eventually forced Brazil 
to devalue Its once*strong real currency. 

President Fernando Henrique Cardoso wants to repair his 
government's relations with Minas Gerais and a number of 
other states that have threatened to follow suit with debt 
moratoriums. More moratoriums would make it ail the more 
difficult for Brazil to regain credibility among global investors 
and daw its way out of Its worst financial crisis in years. 

Franco's spokesman said the governor would refuse to meet 
with the two ministers that Cardoso planned to send to Minas 
Gerais on Friday. The ministers are expected to lay the 
groundwork for a meeting between Cardoso and seven oppo- 
sition state governors, which news reports said would be held 
on Feb. 26 in Brasilia. 

Cardoso is meeting separately with Argentina’s President 
Carlos Menem on Friday to discuss steps to limit the effects of 
the Brazilian devaluation on South American economies. Brazil 
is Latin America's largest economy, nearly twice the size of 
Mexico's economy, tile region's second largest. 

Political analysis and economists said Franco's move was 
radical and could damage global investor confidence in Brazil's 
economy, but noted that the governor was alone in his fight 
against the government. 

"It is more like an act of despair," said Ricardo Pedrclra, 
political analyst at Santa Fe Ideas. "Franco is isolating himself 
every time lie makes a new move." 

Minas Gerais is Brazil's third largest state and its refusal to 
pay federal debts would severely impede Cardoso's nationwide 
effort to cut costs and meet strict budger targets laid out by 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

An IMF team was due to leave Brazil on Friday after almost 
two weeks of hammering out new fiscal targets with Brazilian 
officials in the aftermath of the devaluation. 

The talks were expected to resume in Washington next 
week, with economists speculating that a final agreement 
would be reached after Brazil's week-long Carnival festivities, 
beginning this weekend. 

A new accord will allow Brazil to draw on its second dis- 
bursement of a generous 5,14 billion international bailout pro- 
gram put together by the IMF late last year. 

Cardoso sorely needs support from all of the country's 27 
slates as Brazil this year also faces one of its worst recessions 
in three decades. 

Many states spend as much as 80 percent of revenues on 
their payroll and pensions. Those spending eat away at Brazil’s 
public-sector budget, which currently runs at a massive 8 per- 
cent of gross domestic product. 

Global investors worry about Brazil's economic woes, as 
Latin America's largest economy could also plunge neighbor- 
ing nations into a deep recession. 

Cardoso, in his. meeting with Menem, was expected to offer 
some kind of measures to slow exports to Argentina after the 
devaluation made Brazilian goods cheaper in overseas • mar- 
kets. 
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THAI SHARES SURGE; METEOR, A NEW METRO LINE 


BANGKOK (AFP) - Thai share 
prices surged by 10.8 percent 
on Friday after the upper house 
of parliament had approved a 
bankcrupty court bill and after 
a major bank announced a 
recapitalisation drive. The 
Stock Exchange of Thailand 
(SET) composite index soared 
by 33.78 points to close at 
347.43 points, while the select 
SET 50 gained 2.9 points to 
25.26 points-Stocks soared in 
late buying after the passage of 
the bankruptcy court bill 
through the upper house of 
parliament, where senators 
have taken aim at II reform 
government reform bills 
deemed vital to rescuing the 
shattered economy. 

“I didn't see any other factor 
except the passage of the 
bankruptcy court bill by the 
senators," Securities One 
Research manager, Maris 
Tharab, said. 


Maris said some investors 
might have been confused by 
the bill which sets up the legal 
technicalities of bankruptcy 
courts. A second bill, simply 
known as the bankruptcy bill 
which would make it easier for 
bust Thai firms to go into liqui- 
dation or rehabilitate, is still in 
a Senate scrutiny committee. 

Maris said that the gain on 
Friday might be short-lived 
because investors might have 
been under a false impression 
that it was the bankcrupcy bill 
itself which had been passed. 

However, lie said that the 
passage of the bill was a 
"encouraging" sign that the 
upper house may be reaching a 
compromise with the govern- 
ment. 

The bankruptcy court bill will 
now return to the lower House 
of Representatives where if 
members agree to Senate 
redrafting it will be passed eas- 


ily. thanks to Prime Minister 
Chuan i.eekpai's comfortable 
majority. Other analysts saw the 
annoucement (lint the coun- 
try's biggest commercial bank, 
Bangkok Bank Pic would boost 
capital by 40 billion baht (1.1 
billion dollars) as a major spur 
to investors Stocks in the hank- 
ing and finance sectors surged 
by 19.8 percent, and 15.5 per- 
cent on the news. Directors of 
Bangkok Bank approved a plan 
to boost funds with the issue of 
new preferred shares and sub- 
ordinated debentures at a 
meeting which broke up late 
Thursday night. 

The issue will use Capital 
Augmented Preference Shares 
or CAPS, the bank said in a 
statement. CAPS will he sold as 
a mutual fund including a com- 
bination of preferred shares 
and subordinated debentures. 
Thai Sakuia Finance and 
Securities' Annthai 


Chaingtawan said shares *,1 
across the board led by hi} 1 
and finances bought t 
investors squaring p^' 
after recent short selling. 

“Foreign investors wen & 
seen buying, another aaaS-. 
said. Improved regional ^ 
ment and an overnight gdrtse' 
Wail Street also bankrolled^! 
most positive one-day mi, 
in weeks, dealers said. Am 
of 424 million shares mfe! 
worth 5.9 billion baht (1B: : 
million dollars). 

The number of rising soft, 
outnumbered Tailing stars h; 
190 to 24, and 49 Issues kq 
unchanged. Bangkok in 
stock was up 6.75 or 17ipc! 
cent at to close at 46 bahtlhi 
Farmers Bank Pic rose 5.5k * 
or 1 1.7 percent to finish ai9 : 
baht, and Krung Thai BanlP. 
gained 3.5 baht or 28.6 purr 
to 1 5.75 baht. 
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ROVER GROUP — BMW THREAT 


By ian Traynor in Bonn 

B MW. German owner of the embattled 
Rover Group, Thursday threatened to 
take production of a planned new 
small car away from the Longbridgc plant 
in Britain unless government subsidies are 
forthcoming. 

The threat comes as BMW and Britain’s 
Department of H-ade and Industry are 
involved in "intensive 1 ' talks over state aid - 
believed to be around pounds 200 million 
(S320m) to ensure the plant’s survival. 

But it was clear last night that even if 
BMW secures aid there will be large scale 
job losses at English components factories 
as BMW streamlines Rover production. 

A week after huge losses at Rover trig- 
gered the departure of BMW’s two most 


The Guardian : ';, 
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senior executives, the company Thursday 
committed itself to retaining ownership of 
the group. Spinning off parts of the group 
“is not being considered," said a BMW 
spokesman. * 

Bui Manfred Schodi. deputy chairman of 
BMW’s supervisory board, said production 
of the new small car could go to I lungary or 
the United States if no British government 
funds were made available. It had not been 
decided whether the model, to ivplace the 


200 and 400 ranges, would be badgerpi 
Rover or a BMW, the spokesman said. 

The new chief executive in Mur. 1 
Joachim Milberg. plans to Integrate ft' 
and Rover sales, marketing, supplies. sp 
parts, repairs and administration lo'f 
mizc processes and save costs." 

’lens of thousands of in the supply 
jobs in Britain hinge on Longbridp r 
many would be imperilled by Milberg sf- 
lo pool resources. Schoch said 
pliers were concentrated in “exptiiF- 
Britain. It would now go shopping inchei 
or European countries. 

Shoch added that the Quandt fat-: 
which owns more than 45 per cent of^- 
had told him it had no interesting: 


By Florence Raynal (Actualites 
en France) 

A few months ago, 
Parisians were invited to 
ignore museums and 
cinemas and to come and see 
an astonishing innovation. The 
public transport company 
decided to invite the public to 
try out free of charge, the new 
Metro line, which had been 
inaugurated by president 
Jacques Chirac, the first new 
line since 1935. Since then, 
Meteor has been able to carry 
up to 25,000 passengers every 
hour at a speed of 40 kilome- 
ters an hour. The whole opera- 
tion cost FF 7 billions. 

Thanks to its 7.2 kilometers 
of underground line and its 
seven stations, this line is able 
to relieve traffic on the link 
into Care de Lyons. It should 
also encourage the develop- 
ment of a zone of activity in 
the South-East Seine area. 
Once extended, it will be able 
to carry 40,000 passengers an 
hour in each direction, and in 
the rush hours its eight trains 
will travel at intervals of 85 
seconds. 


Meteor's trains run on tires 
and are equipped with an inte- 
gral remote-controlled 
automation system, so there is 
no driver. Passengers rush to 
the head of the train to dis- 
cover the world of tunnels that 
had, until now. been invisible. 
The automatic trains have 
been designed to run on a nor- 
mal line and fit in among man- 
ually driven trains. The oppo- 
site is also possible. TValns 
with drivers can also run on 
the rails of this new line. 

Another innovation is the 
self-diagnosis of breakdowns 
by the central maintenance 
station. Each train unit thus 
analyses breakdowns affecting 
it or threatening it. In the case 
of an incident, the information 
is transmitted from the central 
starion. However, the system 
Is not completely dehuman- 
ized; the Meteor staff will be 
able to visualize the scene. 

There are other attractions: 
its beauty, its comfort and Its 
silence. Its special features 
include pleasant stations, 
short, spacious corridors, van- 
dalism and graffiti resistant 
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materials, a play of light and accessibility have also been the platform, preventing falls 

mezzanine walkways over- catered for as there are glass or suicide attempts. Special 

looking the lines. Safety and gates between the rails and measures have also been taken 


for the disabled, the partially 
sighted and the hard-of-hcar- 
ing. 


BLAIR'S BRILLIANCE DIMMED BY THE 


SHADOW OF THE EURO 


GERMAN STRIKES: 
DEADLOCK REMAINS 


MAINZ (AFP) - The powerful 
(G Metail union said on Friday 
that it was prepared to return 
to the negotiating table in the 
deadlocked wage talks with 
employers In Germany’s metal 
sector. IG Metall’s vice presi- 
dent, Juergen Peters, said on 
German public television on 
Friday that if the employers 
abandoned their blocking 
position, “we would not 
refuse." 

Peters would put forward 
that position at the meeting 
of the IG Metail leadership on 
Sunday, -he added. Regarding 
proposals by employers to 
enter mediation as a means of 
breaking the deadlock In a 


conflict which seems set to 
escalate Into an all-out strike, 
Peters said: "We don’t need a 
third-party mediator, but a 
sensible compromise at the 
negotiating table." 

If, by proposing mediation, 
the employers were only play- 
ing for time , 


"then the dis- BIm 

appointment 

would be all pVAMf 
the more bit- ■ " 

ter and a res- N Atti 
olution to the 
conflict all 

the more difficblt," Peters 
warned. He repeated concern 
that the employers would pull 
out of the government’s 


set to Alliance for Jobs if the unions 
strike, did not bow to their 
leed a demands. "The only com- 
but a ment I can make to such a 
at the threat is: bye bye democracy,” 
Peters said. 

iation, Wage talks broke down ear- 
y play- Her this week and a total- of 
six regional 

1 R 8 branches of 

unions i r, Metaii 


Prepared To 
Negotiate 


A|Be branches of 

in# IG Metail 

j ■■ asked the 

r©0 IO union lead- 

■ e - ’ ership to 

TlOfO declare the 

talks as hav- 
ing failed and to initiate 
strike ballots, the first step 
towards all-out industrial 
action. 

The union leadership }$ 


scheduled to nittl 
Frankfurt on Sunday N • 
cuss the recortimrt^ 
and decide in which ^ \ 
strike ballots shpuld be ^ ^ 
IG Metail js calling . 
increases of 6-5 . 

the 3.4 million employ 
Germany's 

electrical and ofi***; 
sectors. •• 

- But so 
are officially 
their offer of opty/^ 
cent, as well as 
mentof0Si*K#rZ 
companies thiit'f?: 
this./* X \ 


Riding high In the 
polli with a constant 
•mile and a super- 
efficient publicity 
machine, Tony Blair 
tflB do no wrong. But 
the man who took 
office with strong sus- 
picions about 
luropoan monetary 
onion must new find a 
Wa V *• nudge the 
nation toward his new. 
Personally pro-Buro 
.. stance. 

!' BY WILLIAM KEEGAN 
LONDON - Tony Blair is monarch of all 
, e ; i,rve ys. but terrified of hts own 
-■ shadow. The popular British prime 
^•nfion Cr ^ as fl Pwflsnwaitary majority 
;>• 0. It is difficult for observers over- 

rl:‘-7^u llnt ! erstand how powerful 
ntish prime minister can be in such 

[fc '^ mstanc es. A former Conservative 
J minister ^ Hailsham once 

BOSS? - •* 

cuts ai, d workfare 
11'. *** t,lat bis Conservative prede- 

if: * ors never dared dream of. He 


imposed a two-year freeze oil public 
expenditure, with consequent chaos in 
hospitals, schools . . ... , 

and the public I O lit" HU8L! 
transport system; 1 1 J|.l ,TT 
yet Blair rides | 1 \ HI J ip] 
above it all with a _ , 

permanent smile CM- — 

and popularity 
among voters, 

Criticism from newspapers that tra- 
ditionally supported the Labor Party? 

Or the BBC? Blair's henchmen pour 
scorn on such attacks, arguing that the 
media are not concentrating on the 
real news. 

indeed, it is Blair's “messengers," his 
ministers and press spokesmen, who 
take all flak. In British democracy they 
are the millennium equivalent of tradi- 
tional royal bodyguards. Blair seems 
totally protected. 

So why Is this 45-year-old wonder- 
boy frightened • of his own shadow? 

The answer lies across the English 
channel, among Britain’s Continental 
neighbors. In tin* old days, every 
English schoolchild was taught that 
Britain's problems began at Calais. 
These days, substitute Brussels, Bonn 
and Pans - to. discover what troubles 
this otherwise-secure prime minister, 

Though he would deny it now, when 
he came to offite, Blair was deeply sus- 

.. . . . .-.l' ■ lLa 'D.lriili 1 rail 


public "Europe." He knew of the Continent's 
aos in plans for economic and monetary 
union - the 
J U BUSH HD Hi European single 

m ■ ( 1 1 ! ■« currency - but like 

J ITU *1 1 ill t_Lj most l ^ e ^tlsh 

n IJ Establishment, 
(.J/f ' hoped the plans 

would be delayed 
as they had been in the 1970s. 
at tra- Blair's view altered as he began to 
Party? strut the Continental and world stage, 
i pour And when the so-called "Euro XI" 
wt the launched the new currency with mini- 
>n the mum teething troubles on 1 January 
this year, Blair and even his most 
rs," his "euro-skeptic" advisers started to feel 
i, who whBt they all call “a sense of inevitabil- 
y they Ity" about Britain's membership, 
f tradi- It Is almost impossible to attend any 
seems gathering of “the great and the good" 
in London these days without the sub- 
onder- ject of die euro coming up. Usually the 
adoW? conversation begins with someone 

English Irttoning, with almost religious fervor, 

Inental the peed to join as soon as possible, 
every and asking “when Is someone going to 
it that stiffen the prime minister's arm?" 
Calais. Blair may have shed "euroskepti- 
Bonn dsm" but he knows there Is a lot of It 
■oubles still qjbout in Britain, especially among 
lister, women, and the woiki ng classes. • 
i, When ■ This : week ;a London newspaper 
sly sus- headline proclaimed "Britain WamU (jo 


country was still split, with a majority- 
(52 percent) against surrendering the 
pound to a single currency. 

Blair is on a hook: committed to a 
referendum on the euro, and terrified 
of losing it. Sections of the press, 
notably those owned by non-British 
citizens such as Rupert Murdoch and 
Conrad Black, are bitterly hostile to 
the euro. 

Blair knows anything could happen 


during a referendum campaign. His 
authority would vanish if he called one 
and lost it. Ideally he would like to 
delay a referendum until after winning 
another election. Blit pressure on him 
to come out of the closet is mounting 
fast. 

Blair has yet to be seriously tested. 
What is he going to do about his shad- 
ow? Britain, Europe, and the world 
await... 


ne came luajiulc, umu rvrv r , ^ ' ■ , ■ t ■ . 

pWous . :of - what’ the British call i;he Euro" but In the story below,, the 


MUNICH - Daimler Chrysler 
Aerospace (Dasa) disclosed Friday chat 
it has formed a rocket joint venture 
with the U.S. company Lockheed 
Martin in the latest shifting of the 
international aerospace industry land- 
scape. . 

The new company, to be based in 
the town of Unterschleisshelm outside 
of Munich, will be in charge of spe- 
cialised components production, test- 
ing and logistics for the "Patriot'’ PAC- 
3 anti- missile missile. . 

“This is a sign that, we also Have 
very good connections with U.S. part: 
ners and are increasing such cooperh- 
tiort.'. 1 a Dash spokesman said; noting 


the stronger Germ an -American corpo- 
rate rapport since the merger which 
created the parent Daimler Chrysler 
company. 

Dasa was rebuffed late last, year in 
its efforts to merge with British 
Aerospace, which instead chose to 
merge - with GEC Marconi to create 
Europe's largest defence weaponry 
concern.' 

The spokesman said that Dasa was 
continuing to keep its European 
options open and that talks with 
potential partners .were , continuing. 
On .Thursday, Dasa clikljAMjfrlMflnrre^ 

• Blschoff met withf^|i^'g^rrfiloht : 

‘ offidal3.{p.eutch?Press ^ncy) l ' ; > . [ • p : ' 
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THE KING 
& FAMILY 

The Arab Daily owners and 
staff wish the Jordanian people 
prosperity under the reign of His 
Majesty King Abdullah II and 
wish the King and his family 
a happy life ahead. May your 
dynasty be as great as your 
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AIRLINE PILOT TELLS OF "TERRIFYING" 

AIR RAGE JOURNEY!! 


PRESERVE THAT SMILE!! 






--- M,, 


op ($r^y. . 

^Su^^r^^ddri i 


^ooU-l- 

sj 0 eV'.'. i^ov alco ^ 




i^n 

’-■WM 


li^;^epnii^jent ^of, TranspQfK* f\M^, C llffiStI 

q^'rjfert J^WiiM &ed as 

a »L’_ ji‘_' '.xi* . .alii-. 




was J^'theO:- • *g<?rtiiii .. ^aircjrp^;'> ^dofv.. 

antics of t|re-Al rtou^l#; tbitirotf heed;-:. Noyig^ jti^rT : .0jrder, 









.off<*i^ft i s 1 they -wore.- bariling^dwf tjie . ■’■ Jng arid the crewretus'edtq serve th?fn 




deffiriHoh of ch.e phehomRRqn'wd jh'piy = : \ ',! Capti Ausfrq> report deicrlbes how .' 

ijest Wcollect ■ data from airllries for. Y. tHe 12, vVho were sitting together at the . anriburlced that he was - diverting the - 
reseafch'putposes. ' ’ . ' '\ / .back of the 767,' started drinking their plane Jo Norfolk '■.;/.••■ 

Capt, Austin, meanwhile, was yviiting ; supplies of duty free beer, rum and cock- At'thatpoint/the group calrped down 
his log in the Caribbean, describing In tails, despite warhlngs that this Is illegal. and started to clear up the mess they 
detail how his Boeing 167 and Us 325 “They, went up and down the aisles, ‘ had caused. The cnw said ttie 12 pas- 

passengers were put In jeopardy, 'at- approaching other pasaengers tci ask " serigers hadbtten “acdhg llke anlnuils Uj 
35,000. ft. ‘ i 1 * ■•■"-■•'• ’ '^ em to bUy drinks orj their behalf.., In a . and that . the 1 pas$ei)ger$/- ''had been 

At one point, eight stewards .and.' coriflned space like that, It Was.vety dif- , extremejy frlghtehed," V : V ■-"/■■ 
stewardesses were grappjlftg wftH^the papple to say po.". die report/.. UThe'l .2 wei«:iinnh^.dlf^p^a( 

unruly passengers, raising the prospect;' ;-s'ays.: • ' \f"- ."i’V-* , ; '' / • , Norfolk by FBl'agents. / ' / !. ‘ ‘ ' 

that the crew might ktefc ctiortol of the • - -This cbtitinuedl.for five hours despite ' / "it is very , scary wHeri 'people start 
cabin as ^e-plane trtyeied aqro$s.-tiie / pleas fronj- the cfew;, Who noted ptlief bearing like that," said one Airtouts 


'MSS* 

anribuiiced that he was -diverting the- defines air rage as behavior which 


i«ni» ni,ii i4tK.)/vv»'ci)i. vv.. :•• • •.*' ,Jv»-jKra,-L.iu mii« v-yiiuvi ..nijcn fit jiiau. aiiig^auiiy, anu iiymg lsnvoie same 

Alcohol is a cpu%e* ; w jj6y^lpgT$ni.'. -aiked if : he would buy hirtia driQK^./ /; as going on a rbij trip Vo Blackpool" 
also pprnc to the chahge ln tr^lji^rt^" ' TAIJ, hell broke loose/ thdmp6rt sai«/ ^Looking at the figures, it. Is easy to 
oyer the last 20years-theavailabi[ft5' df : ."Eight’ot nine members of the crew hqd sympathize with' the airlines that insist 
cheap flights and bighdensjty seating - to intervene to get things under con- air rage, though disturbing, is more of a 
as important factors. • ' . - •/’./• trok” V. . media invention than an ever present 

- "Human beings were not built to be . • fighting between the seats spilled out danger. .With the number of people fly- 
huddled in corifin'ed spaces- for extend- into the aisle! "The situation was cbm- log - 85 mjlijop were carried by UK air- 
ed periods of time. J f you put mice in the •’ pletely out of control/ •/.'-_ lines alone in 1997 - itls'inevi table that 


endangers an aircraft, recorded 62 inci- 
dents jri 1997 and 63 In 1998. This is sta- 
tistically insignificant when you consider 
the. nlimber of flights involved - more 
than 1-5 million each year. Virgin 
Atlantic said it had only four incidents of 
ajf rage last year. 

A study published this month by 
Robert Bor, a professor of psychology at 
London's City University, is mnre worry- 
ing,:, 

. .'He' reports that British Airways, the 
World's! largest international carrier, 
recorded 266 incidents of disruptive, as 
opposed to dangerous, behavior on 
board aircraft in the 12 months before 
the end of last March - a 400 per cent 
increase since 1995. American Airlines 
reported n 200 per cent Increase in pas- 
senger Interference with flight ulten- 


d anger.. With the number of people fly- . dance duties between 1994 and IMS. 
Jng - 85 mjlijop were carried by UK atr- There were 450 Incidents on board 

I!«ai. In lOft-T !. ii I I^UaJ ItJI. n; , . nAn 


same crowded 
passengers, thi 


lines alorte In 1997 • it is inevitable that United Airlines flights in 1997. 


ded environment that We piit* 1 . Capt. Austin tried to,restoreap»rier by . ^ome flights will cany troublemakers'. • • The effects 
they'd. eat-edch other/- sMd . issuing several .framings, 'but- finally ..., TheUK Qvfil AyiatiohAmljodtjCwhidi , 'well, knbwn, 


Thd efferts of alcohol on behavior are 
all knbwn, but according to Muir, 


there are other sources of stress 
cabin which could lead to diat? 
behavior. 

Sudden changes in barometric p > 
sure, nn increase in carbon 
els mid long periods of HomlditjJ 
trigger violent mood swfip. 

Howard Davies, of the Brito' 
Transport Association ■> whidi repfhr 
nearly nil of the country’s ^ 

denies the industry ;plajis dew® 

problem, or that it should 
nfng alcohol. ’. V . , 

“The majority 

have a diink behnve wefl. l^^'' 
we deny tliepi die pieasv.R ^r 1 
white during a meal just bed® ‘ 

few thugs?" "'-t' jk'i 

Muir accepts hls logk,'uui *®_ 
quite possible tliaj we’ll 
ca.«5m,phc S oon. 




S miling is the best way to 
start a cheerful day. Few 
people apply the correct 
hygienic measures needed to 
protect the teeth and preserve 
a lifelong pearly smile. 

Teeth discoloration is not 
always the result of improper 
care. It could result due to the 
"intake of certain drugs for a 
long time like, Flagyl which 
results in the coloring of 
teeth. 

"In addition, usage of other 
drugs such ns tetracycline, 
during pregnancy lias been 
known to interfere wirh the 
color of the new born’s teeth." 
said Sinner Dawoud, dentist. 

Therefore, mothers should 
take preventive measures 10 
ensure that their children’s 
teeth are stain-free "from the 
time of pregnancy, until they 
are six years old when the 
phase of teeth formation 
would almost be complete.” 
explained Dawoud. 

Certain types of food could 
be the reason in teeth discol- 


beet and cabbage, also result 
in staining of teeth. A similar 
result is obtained when drink- 
ing black tea and coffee, since 
they contain caffeine that 
brings about discoloration," 
warned Dawoud. 

Smoking on the other hand 
gives teeth a yellowish brown- 
ish color due to the "contiiui- 
os nicotinic irritation to the 
teeth," pointed Dawoud. 

Recently, fluoride, an impor- 
tant element, needed for the 
formation of bones and teeth 
has been found Lo have a neg- 
ative result on the whitish 
color of the teeth if taken in 
amounts higher than the opti- 
mum level noted the special- 


You DESERVE IT !! 
iW ALWAYS TOLD You 


i Ve always TOLD You "v 14 

BRUSH YOU1? OWMTE ETH*/?'™' 


W 


'fev-v 




U 1 <s 


&J4. 


"Excessive consumption of 
foods rich' in dyes such as retl 


Surprisingly, mouth washes 
have turned our to have the 
same effect. 

The reason behind that is 
the “presence of preserva- 
tives. such as cliloro hexidine, 
which causes teeth discol- 
oration specially when used 
for a long time.” emphasized 
the dentist. 

Although, teeth discol- 
oration can be prevented and 



treated, some cases are irre- the two forms of mil rentable 


versible. 


Dawoud listed "hereditary Therefore, proper c. tie. said 
discoloration and dim brought Dawcnul, of “regular teeth 


e two forms of mil rentable and a check-up with the den- 
discoloration”. list »'ice every six iiinnilis," 

Tlimrore, proper one. 5 .,i t l wiM " s ,m ll,lf ri » hI l'" ,h "* 
. . „ , . lifelong pearly white teeth. 


ahum by leirmydiue use "ns brushing .it least twice a day 


'V, AMJAD BAKER 


feBWDE]'.'? 1 TfKlB PMj 1 (°>P Yr@Q0 
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RANA ASFOLIR 




trap Tfcaa 
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Social evonls do not have 
to bo mlnoflelck. Visualise 
yourself at the party, 
mooting now people and 
having a good time.. Plan 
what you will eat and 
stop when you've oaten It. 



Almoil everyone has a 
favourite seup recipe or 
Jwo. Maybe It's a recipe 
»or Grandma's chicken 
noodle soup. The one 
she always made lor 
you when you were sick. 
«ore than likely 
though, your favourite 
*®up recipe Is a little 
[“pH In fat, especially If 
I* i» a cream soup or If It 
contains meat. If the 
recipe uses a commer- 
f ,fll br °tb. It may also 

h, fl h *" salt, 
fortunately. It's easy to 
reduce fat and sail In 
lost about any soup 
recipe you can lW|lk of> 

"oro are some tips. 

• v v Ir y°u r recipe contains 
| cf ' P Qrk or poultry, use the 
leancst ‘■uts available, and trim 
any visible fats. If you have, 
to brown the meat before 
a . ding it to the soup, be sure 
jt» drain off any Tat before plac- 
ln 8 the meat in the soup pot. 
v After preparing a meat 
° . or Sou P- refrigerate it for 
lw ll0urs or overnight to 
Wow the fat to rise to the top 

harden, lift off the haid- 
for a fat-free broth that 


has almost no calories. 

v When there’s no time tu 
refrigerate your stock or broth, 
de-fat it quickly by placing it in 
a fat separator cup. This spe- 
cially designed cup has a spoilt 
that pours stock from the bot- 
tom of the cup. The fat. which 
floats to the top. stays in the 
cup. 

v If you don’t have a fat sep- 
arator cup. quickly de-fat your 
soup with ice cubes. Just place 
a Few ice cubes in a pot of 
warm, not hot, soup and let the 
cubes remain in the stock for a 
few seconds. Then refnove the 
cubes, as well as the fat that 
clings to them. 

v If you choose to use a 
canned broth, keep in mind 
that most broth are quite low in 
fat, and that any fat that is pre- 
sent will have floated to {he 
top. When you open the can, 
simply spoon out and discard 
the fat. Now you have a Tat- free 
broth. 

v If your recipe coiUaliis 
milk, substitute I -percent low- 
fat or skim milk for the whole 
milk. For a richer taste, add pne , 
to two tablespoons- of instant 


non fat dry milk powder to 
each cup of low-fat nr skim 
milk. 

v If your recipe contains 
cream, substitute evaporated 
skim milk or one cup of skim or 
low-fa i milk mixed with one- 
third cup of instanr non-fat dry 
milk powder, for the high-fat 


T ime is going to 
pass whether you 
lose weight or not. 
Isn’t it wonderful if, as it 
passes, the pointer on 
the scale is going in the 
right direction?? 


ime 


v To add extra richness to 
low-fat cream soup, ptiree 
some of the broth and vegebles 
for the soup. Then return the 
mixture to tjie pot to thicken 
the soup. 

’ v If your soup contains sour 
cream, substitute a reduced-far 
or non-far brand for the full-rat 
product. 

v If your recipe contains 
cheese, use a reduced-fat or 
non-fat brand. Most rcduced- 
f^t. cheeses melt well although 
they should be finely shredded 
for : best results. When using 
non-fat cheeses, always choose 
a processed cheese, which is 
specifically designed to melt 
during cQokingi • ’/ : 


.Dt. NAWAR B1LTAJI 
Con sutl ftt>9 Rndtaloglsl 


Breast cancer can be 
detected early, if you do 
the following: 

y Breast self examination 

dyne monthly fro tft .age 1 5 / 
', v. £ xa mf nrtc ion ; by 'the 


or every two years ! 

. v \ Mammogram (X-ray •. 
examination} for Women at 
40 yeafk of. age every two 

•years.. , ..... r v\._ • *. V ; ■ r \ 


•v y Ydarly . m^morgrant .i] 
!/Vom”ag^l fifty priwartls. . , .■ 
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. ASK . 
DR GOTT) 


DEAR DR. OOTTi My 
■on hao boon dlag- 
nosod with an early 
aclrocyloma, bul he 
rofuBes any treal- 
menl. Because he 
rends your column, 
perhaps you can 
emphasise how 

urgont II Is for him lo 
do something about 
his condition as soon 
as possible. 

DEAR READER: I certainly 
hope that ymir son is read- 
ing this particular column. If 
lie refuses therapy, he is enn- 
«le inning himself' to avoid- 
able. serious consequences 
ill the lilt lire. 

As 1 1 (icy to ma is a brain 
tumor that usually glows 
slowly. However, it dues 
tend to invade surrounding 
tissues. Often, in its center, 
it harbors a highly malignant 
cancer called glioblastoma. 

If the astrocytoma is discov- 
ered early — as. I gather, 
your sun’s was — it can ordi- 
narily be removed surgically. 
Hmvevei. if lienlnieiit is 
delayed , the growth can 
become (.u worst) inopera- 
ble nr (at liest) s«.» difficult to 
remove that disabling neuro- 
logical damage will result. 

I shaie your concerns and. 
without hesitation, urge 
your son to follow his doc- 
tor’s advice about theiapy. 
I'rocras tina lion is a recipe 
lor disaster. 

DEAR DR. OOTTi 
Because of diverticu- 
losls, I recently added 
bran to my diet. Can 
this be dangerous In 
any way? 

DEAR READER: I am not 
aware that the sudden addi- 
tion of dietary bran is in any 
way harmful. However, if you 
notice digestive problems 
stemming from your new. 
healthful diet, back off and 
use your own judgment. 

In a 180-degree switch 
from previous, dogma, doc 
tors now recommend high 
fiber diets for many intesti 
rial disorders, including 
chronic constipation and 
dlverticulosls, In addition 
such diets may prevent col 
orectal cancer and breast 
tumors. High-fiber diets can 
also lower serum cholesterol 
levels. 

Brnn consists of indi- 
gestible vegetable fiber. 
Uncooked vegetables are 
equally good sources of fiber 
— so. rather than putting all 
your eggs in one basket, you 
might enjoy mo/e variety- in 
your diet if you. ilj/ete to sup- 
plement yoqr ; brph .Vyltlj. sial- 
'ads. for fiistahce/ I *. 
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'THAT'S THE BEAUTY OF OUR 
RADIO: NO CLASS DISTINCTION 


/ 


JYI WAS an enigma. When a 
radio ham from Nottingham 
put out a general call during 
a radio festival In the early 
1970s, a man calling himself 
Hussein, with the call sign 
JY1, responded. That he 
claimed to bo Jordanian was 
clear enough from the first 
two letters. But who, from a 
nation that used two or three 
digits as Its call signs, would 
bo audacious enough to list 
themselves as number one? 

The radio ham wns confused. "He 
thought that nobody has a call sign of 
just one digit, so lie thought it wns a 
pirate, 1 ' explains Henry Baton, of 
Bceston in Nottinghamshire, whose 
friend (who has since died) had put out 
the call. "He told whoever it was claim- 
ing to be JY1 to get off the air in lan- 
guage that 1 couldn't repeat." 

But the amateur radio fanatic, whom 
Bale it's friend had sent off with such 
profanity, was none other than His 
Majesty the late King Hussein, the most 
famous amateur radio enthusiast in the 
world. 

“King Hussein was a proper gentle- 
man and explained to him why his call 
sign was just number one. Because, as 
the King, he was number one in his 
country, and the gentleman was very 
embarrassed." 

When he wasn’t making war, broker- 
ing peace or running his own country 
for almost half a century, the late King 
Hussein was often scanning the air- 
waves for friends, as if he were in 
broadcasting’s earlier version of an 
Internet chat room. 

King Hussein was in prestigious com- 
pany. During his lifetime he could have 
hooked up with fellow enthusiasts KY2 
(his wife, Queen Noor), EA0JC (King 
Juan Carlos or Spain) and LU1SM 
(Argentinian president Carlos Menem). 
And Priscilla Presley is among the other 



unlikely, though less stately, celebrities 
who enjoy communicating with the 
world this way. While in death, the King 
joins the late VU2RG (Rajiv Ghandi) and 
K7UGA (Senator Barry Goldwater). 

But among them the late King 
reigned supreme. In 1970. the radio 


thing like three or four minutes hori- 
zon to horizon.” 

The King operated not only from 
Jordan blit from the United States. 
Spain, Austria and Canada when he was 
on the road. He had his own station in 
Britain, although it was put out of 


across JY! in Amman. 

“We passed on several messages to 
JYI," wrote Marty Baker, "who duly 
phoned the families concerned through 
the normal links. He must have been 
considerably out of pocket as a result. 
What a Kingl" By his own admission. 




.'Mr' 



His Majesty the late King Huiseln signing In as JYI on a ham radio (file photo) 


society of Great Britain made him an 
honorary member. When he came to 
Britain in 1993 he found time to give an 
interview to the society’s official maga- 
zine. Radiocoin. 

The lace King made contact with the 
first radio amateur in space - W5LFL 
(Owen Garriott aboard the space shut- 
tle Columbia): "We managed to arrange 
a schedule with him on his 92nd orbit,” 
the King Hussein was reported as say- 
ing. “It whs an excellent contact, some- 


action Tor some time when the anten- 
nae was damaged. 

In a letter to the Daily Telegraph yes- 
terday. one reader recalled making con- 
tact with a 28-year-old JYI in 1964. A 
small group of US Navy personnel on 
the Aleutian islands were having trou- 
ble getting through to the outside 
world following an earthquake in 
Alaska. As they searched the radio 
waves for operators who could estab- 
lish a link with their families, they came 


the King wns something of a radio 
addict. ■ 

”1 try to operate whenever and wher- 
ever I can,” he told Rndcnni. “1 have 
constructed equipment, but not as 
much as I would like to." 

The former Harrow student, who 
became a member of the school’s radio 
society after he was given a 
Hallicvaftcrs radio, was a regular on the 
airwaves even in his Inter years. 

"In times of crisis and clilliculiy, ir 


was a way in keep in touch with fib)' 
llirnughnuL the world who wendfei:*' 
help relay messages and to seor-f 
humanitarian help as well," he sail • 

Earlier this week, one retired teatoi 
in Ireland said lie was in regularcomsi! 
with King Hussein. From Beare.ij 
remote area in West Cork on the wt 
coast of Ireland, Bcmie O'Sufcj 
would talk to the King as he sat onf> | 
yacht in the Red Sea. 

"Wc were good friends. He uiedo! 
look for me and I looked for him.’uiS: 
Sullivan. "Sometimes we would mi'/ 
contact three or four times, other tiro 
it might be once. Tile contact lasudfr 
about live years, then it sort offiu» 
our. The last time 1 spoke to him v? 1 
10 years ago. I think he cwnte' 
became too busy for the. radio, hi 
very sad to see him after t 
chemotherapy - lie was a broken re 
The two great loves in his life 
amateur radio and Dying." Bemietr; 
across the King by accident when ft 
was switching through radio bandi> 
April 197U. 

"1 heard him speaking to Amerk.- 
one day on the one of the ba^' 
Sullivan said. "His cal) sign fasdnr-: 
■no because it was very short, just k 1 
Hie letter stood for Jordan and f- 
number one stood for himself 
hearing the broadcast, myself ard i 
load of other European stations ec - 
hini up. 

“He asked to have a word p 
I rish station. He knew that beauxH 
call sign started ns El. He used for- 
give his name as Hussein. There * - 
lilies with radio hams. That’s tht»' 
ly of our radio - there is no da» i; 
unction. It was just Hussein f- 
Bernle." 

TO BE PUBLISHED IN 


TECHNO TIPS 


WINDOWS 

CIOM dll 
windows FAST 

If you've opened several 
windows under My Computer 
•r Network Neighborhood, 
quickly dose them all at 
once by holding the [ShlftJ 
key while clicking the close 



window box (small x In 
upper right corner of win- 
dow). 

Warm Reset 

Made seme registry changes 
and you don't want to reboot 
to see their effect? Hit CTRL- 
ALT-DEL (|ust oncol), select 
"Explorer" from the list and 
dick "End Task." When 
Windows 91 asks If yau want 
to shut down, answar "No" 
and than dick "End Task" on 
fha next dialog box. This will 
restart the OUI without 
rebooting. 


MAC OS 


Close all folders 

Clesa all open windows 
quickly - Instead of dosing 
your folders on after the 
ether, held down the ALT 
otherwise known as OPTION 
KIT when you close one win- 
dow by holding down Hie 
COMMAND key and the let- 
ter. "W," all open Windows 
will subsequently fold 
closed. 


WHY THE EXTRA 
CPU SPEED? 

O k, you Imvu a Pentium II PC with a supposed 

400-megnhertz. Man, you have die world by , ' 3 . 
wait a few weeks, you'll be outmoded. Where* f, 
stop? We think the 600-megahertz plateau will last a ioiis ^ 
scuttlebutt we hear says there are some very tail hurd 
megahertz mark. nf , 

To the consumer, thy speed of the PC will P rcba ^L s0 |- I d^ 
marked performance increase you might think, In ^ 

power, more - and fester - memory and fester 
to the speed equation than the processor's speed, Vw 
should be put into fast storage access, practical - feot” 
pensive and faster - communications, and quicker 1 vng 
cards - to deliver more ofwhat the consumer can 
sure CPU speed...sigh...so diis has unfortunately be 0 ®* 
benchmark. ■ ' 

Ultimately, If you can move a screen-full of data m oWw 
and perforin calculations in the background, , _ 

human eye won't really benefit from fester activity 
about 1 2-million-582-thousand-9 1 2 bits 1 before anY^ 


aDouc tz-miiMon-OBZ-mousana-su 
place - 377-million-487-thousand-360 bits per ■£. 

going? — United- Press International. ■ 
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GLOBAL ONE, BALADNA 
WEBSITES HACKED BAD! 


It doesn't matter who 
they are. All that matters 
Is what they were eble to 
do, Immanual Goldstein 
of the Hacker Quarterly 
2600 told The Arab 
Dally. 

On Thursday night a group of 
hackers, which identified itself as 
“The Club,'' managed to tamper 
with (he front page of both a 
local Internet Service Provider 
and a local content provider. 

Glnbal One technicians awoke 
Friday morning to find a warning 
message in place of both the 
fruntpages or their company's 
website (www.go.com.jo) and 
Raladna's (www.balatlna.com.jo), 
which a joint venture between 
Global One and Arabia Online. 

In the cheeky message left by 
the hackers, which started with 
"The first to offer internet in 
Jordan - Tlic first to get hacked," 
the group claimed that they had 
had ,i five-run through the ISP’s 
whole network, getting access to 
credit card transactions and 
reading private e-mail. 

As details unfolded, the tech- 
lutians later learned that they 
had been visited by "friendly 
hackers." according to I mad 
Ayoub, Globa! One's general 
manager. "They left a message 
telling us that they were ’friendly 
hackers and meant no harm’ and 
exactly what they did and how to 
dean it up," lie said. 

A copy of the message that 
Ayoub referred to was not imme- 
diately available to The Arab 
Daily. '[ have not seen the mes- 
sage myself, though my techni- 
cians Mbnned me of it." he said. 
After I see it, 1 may make it pub- 
lic." Ayoub added. 

The intrusion, meanwhile, was 
executed in a "clever" manner. 


according to Global One’s gener- 
al manager. According to Ayoub. 
the hackers managed to access 
Global One's web server after 


page after hearing about it. 
according to Goldstein, and now 
lists it among other sites such as 
NASA's and Purdue University' 


bad publicity," Goldstein pointed 
out. According to “Cyber Punk." a 
book, which was published as a 
joint effort between Technology 
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they sent an attachment to the 
firm, which wns downloaded by 
one of the technicians. The 
attachment left a port open, 
basically a loophole that allowed 
the hackers tu sneak back in 
later. 

Not that Ayoub is amused. "I 
am going to contact the Internet 
community abroad and I might 
take this to the |Fcderal Bureau 
of Investigations] FBI" Ayoub 
said. 

“This is not a matter that can 
be taken lightly,” he added. 

As to who the culprits were, 
Ayoub said that he believes that 
2600 was behind it. "Who else 
would risk having a screenshot 
of [the hacked frontpage) on 
their site " 

Earlier Friday. 2600 grabbed 
an image of the lucked front 


which have also been hacked in 
the past. 

Goldstein categorically denied 
any relationship to hacking 
Global’s web server. "This hap- 
pens all the time, just because 
we host infonnatinu on hackers 
and rlieir exploits, people think 
that we did it," lie told die Arab 
Daily in a telephone interview. 

"Our only interest in the affair 
is that they had a ’Free Kevin’ 
flyer on the calling card they 
left," he said. 

The alternative quarterly is 
waging a campaign to free famed 
cyber nerd Kevin Mitnick who 
went to jail in 1995 for his past 
time and regularly grabs images 
of hacked websites that it hears 
of. according to Goldstein. 

“Kevin does not endorse this 
kind of activity because it breeds 


journalists Katie Maine r of 
Business Week and John Markotl 
til'Tlie New York Times, Mil nick 
hi nisei f incurred around 


5160,000 worth of damages on 
Digital Equipment Corporation 
during his hacking spree in the 
eighties. 

As to who the group may be. 
Goldstein said "I have never 
heard of the group before." He 
did, however, speculate (hat die 
group was made up of teenagers 
"who (apparently] like to brag." 

Goldstein also warned that the 
intrusion should lint be taken 
lightly, “it could have been 
worse, somebody might have 
done something malicious." 

Hut why Global One? 
"Wlioevei hacked them not iced 
lluil their server ’"us insecure," 
he uimmvntcil. 

The message, meanwhile, was 
tml only directed tnwardstilob.il 
One alone. "Now every LSI* in the 
cnuiuiy will start calling his net- 
work Secured. Well let us tell you 
something people, it is not. But 
fin innately lor them we haven't 
decided to , liter any nl tlieii 
information,’' read the message. 

Other ISI 1 general managers 
available on Friday expressed 
solidarity with Global One. 


National Equipment and 
Technical Services (NETS) gener- 
al manager. Mar wan Juma. said 
"we feel as upset as Global One 
nbuur this." 

As to whether juma felt that 
NETS is under threat, he said "no 
one can hack the online because 
it is run on a private network.” 

Nevertheless, juma said dint 
tilings like this are bound ro hap- 
pen as the Internet routs itself 
into Jordanian culture. Hut. he 
added that the biggest threat 
was nut from hackers, rather 
fi'im the careless ness ul leaving 
passwords floating around. 

To dale, there are over 12,000 
Internet subscribers amongst 
the Kingdom’s seven I Si’s and 
over 8(M i Kernel cafes spread 
out all over Jordan, while the 
1W lord, ini, in leleoHiiniiiiilr.iiiuns 
Act though mode rni zed lacks a 
specific clause ilea ling with data- 
protection attacks. 
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22 SATELLITE LISTINGS 



07:00 Far Eastern _ k ,__ 
Economic Review CNBC 
07:30 Europe Today 
08:30 Cottonwood Christian 


09:00 Asia This Week 
09:30 Countdown To Euro 
10:00 Europe This Week 
11:00 The Mclaughlln Croup 
11:30 Dot. Com 
12:00 Storyboard 
12:30 Far Eastern Economic 
Review 

13:00 CNBC Sports 
17:00 Europe This Week 
18:00 Asia This Week 
18:30 Countdown To Euro 
19:00 Storyboard 
19:30 Dot.Com 
20:00 Time & Again 
21:00 Dateline 

22:00 The Tonight Show With 
Jay Leno 

23:00 Late Night With Conan 
O'Brien 

00:00 CNBC Sports 
02:00 The Tonight Show With 
Jay Leno 

03:00 Late Night With Conan 
O'Brlen(r) 

04:00 Time & Again 
05:00 Dateline 

06:00 The Tonight Show With 
Jay Leno 


09:16 Perspectives 
09:45 International 
10:15 Cinema 
10:45 Europeans 
11:15 Visa 
11:45 2000 
12:15 Parlamento 
12:45 No Comment 
13:15 Perspectives 
13:45 Clnerna 
14:15 Globus 
14:45 International 



WORLD 


:00 BBC World News 
02:30 World Living; Earth 
Report 

03:00 BBC World News 
03:30 Asia Today 
03:45 World Business Report 
04:00 BBC World News 
04:30 Asia Today/USA Direct 
05:00 BBC World News 
05:30 Hard Talk 
06:00 BBC World News 
06:30 USA Direct 
07:00 BBC World News 
07:30 World Focus: Panorama 
08:00 BBC World News 
08:30 World Living: Earth 
Report 

09:00 BBC World News 
09:30 Hard Talk 
10:00 BBC World News 
10:30 Conespondent 
11:00 BBC World News 
11:05 Weekend World 
12:00 BBC World News 
12:30 World Living: Holiday 
13:00 BBC World News 
13:30 This Week 
14:00 BBC World News 
14:05 Weekend World 
15:00 BBC World News 
15:05 Weekend World 
16:00 BBC World News 
16:30 World Living 
17:00 BBC World News 
17:05 Weekend World 
18:00 BBC World News 
18:30 Stylel 

19:00 BBC World News 
19:30 World Uvlng: Holiday 
20:00 BBC World News 
20:30 Thle Week 
21:00 BBC World News 
21 :30 World Focus 
22:00 BBC World News 
22:05 Weekend World 



03:00 The Grind 
03:30 Night Videos 
07:00 Klckstart 
12:00 New Music 
Weekend 

19:00 News Weekend Edition 
19:30 MTV Movie Special 
20:00 So 90's 
21 :00 Dance Floor Chart 
22:00 The Grind . 

22:30 Singled Out 
23:00 MTV Live 
00:00 Amour 

01 :00 Saturday Might Music 


“ k IMJ 

05:30 Judge 
Judy 

06:00 El In Focus 
07:00 Jeopardy (r) 

07:30 Wheel Of Fortune 
08:00 Hollywood squares 
06:30 Sally Jessy Raphael 
09:30 El Uncut 
10:00 The Roseanne Show 
11:00 Sunshine Cuisine 
11:30 Cooking Secrets Of The 
CIA 

12:00 El News Dally 
12:30 E! FYE 

13:00 Sally Jessy Raphael 
14:00 E! Behind The Scenes 
14:30 Movie TV 
15:00 Travel Update 
15:30 Euro1a8hlon: Laura 
Biagioill In Cairo & The Art of 
Valentino 

16:30 Vldeofashlon 
17:00 The Roeeanne Show 
18:00 Jeopardy 
18:30 Wheel Of Fortune ■ 
10:00 Hollywood Squares 
10:30 Judge Judy 
20:00 El Comln Attractions 
20:30 El Behind The Sodnes ' 
21:00 El FYE 
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21:30 El Mystorins A Scandals 
22:00 VirieuLnshion 
22:30 Media TV 
23:00 Talk Soup 
23:30 El News Daily (r> 

00:00 Jerry Springer 
01:00 Sally Jessy Raphael (r) 


SHOWTIM1 


Channel WWm 

MBtCHANNII 

02:00 Challenge Hr 
03:00 Ushuaia 
04:00 Wings 
05:00 Go For It! 

06:00 Ushuaia 
07:00 The New Explorers II 
08:00 Travelers 
09:00 Lonely Planet II 
10:00 Inntlmate Escapes 
10:30 Splat 
12:00 Go For Itl 
13:00 Discovery Profile Series 
14:00 Discovery Profile Series 
15:00 Discovery Profile Series 
16:00 Discovery Profile Series 
17:00 Discovery Profile Series 
18:00 Discovery Profile Series 
19:00 Wild Discovery 
20:00 Discovery Showcase 
2 1 :00 Science Frontiers 
22:00 Discovery Profile Serlos 
23:00 Go For Itl 
00:00 Lonely Planet 


04:00 The Secret 


05:30 Rocko’s Modern Life 
06:00 Real Monsters 


i lvJvl 


11:30 Rugrafe 
12:00 Kenan & Kel 
12:30 The Secret World 01 
Alex Mack 


1 3:00 Doug 

13:30 Rocko'b Modem Life 


14:00 Real Monslers 
14:30 Hey Arnold 
15:00 Rugrats 
16:30 Caidog ; 
16:00 Kenan & Kel 
18:30 Mowgll 


02 : 0 u insne MaUMuTff 
02:30 Killing Maine V 
04:00 The Battle 0! Arab : 
06:00 Boys Will Be Bon ' 
07:30 Oliver's Story 1 
09:00 Funny GW 
11:30 The DevffsOMi 
11:30 Nick Ornma 
1 5:00 Leaplrf Leprectouj} , 
16:30 Fugitive Night 
18:00 When Hary Mats* 
20:00 Inside Halymod . 
20:30 MulholandFah 
22:30 Action: Young Oust 
00:30 Norma Jean Aid M* 
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ENTERTAINMENT 23 


CiMflfflDtf NET IIUIH Minna 


'PRACTICAL MAGIC" 


02:00 Star Trek _• 
Next Generation r 
03:00 Silk Stalldngs 
04:00 Trazan 
04:30 Pacific Buie 
05:30 The CommWi • 
06:30 TV Movie 
08:30 Trazan 
09:00 Pacific Blue 
10:00 Macgyver 
11:00 Real TV 
1 1 :30 Acapulco Heat 
12:30 Inside Edition 
13:00 The Commlsh 
14:00 Pacific Blue 
15:00 Dark Skies 
16:00 Premier League hr 
16:30 The Premier Mart 
19:00 Real TV 
1 9:30 Pensacola 
20:30 Earth: The Final Cri 
21:30 The Premier Mart 
23:30 Arllss 
00:00 Silk Stalking 
01:00 Acapulco Heal 






Sandra Bullock is whole- 
some homebody Sally and 
Nicole Kidman Is thrill-seeker 
Gillian, two very different young 
women with two Important 
things In common. They’re sis- 
ters - and witches. They don’t 
go around casting spells and 
such but are themselves under 
an ancient curse that decrees 
Bny man falling in love with 
them will die. Sally is a widow 
supposedly because of the 
curse and when Gillian’s abu- 
aive boyfriend won't go away 
they accidentally kill him. But 
he won't stay dead. If that's not 
enough to make (he old caul- 
dron bubble, along comes a 
cop (Aldan Quinn) who prompt- 
ly falls for Salty. There's little 
magic In this slender plot and 
not a lot for the two stars to do, 
but they look good doing It and 
that makes for a likable if light- 
weight comedy. And having 
Dianne Wfest and Stockard 
Channlng as witchcrafty aunts 
certainly doesn't hurt. 1998. 
105 minutes. Warner Home 
Video. Rated PG-13. 


raw ability, and Donald 
Sutherland, In an Oscar-worthy 
job, is his coach Bill Bowerman 
who, In their friendly but con- 
tentious relationship, teaches 
his protege how to compete 
against the world's best. The 
story holds triumph and tragedy 
with some well-staged races. 
1998. 117 minutes. Warner 
Home Video. Rated PG-13. 


makes his dlrectoral debut and 
stars as class president and In- 
house jerk complete with “kick 
me" sign. Diverse supporting 
cast Includes Marlsa Tomel, 

Terl Hatcher, Molly Rlngwatd 
and Jerry Springer. 19BB. 96 
minutes. Miramax Home 
Entertainment. Rated R. 


'WITHOUT LIMITS" 


Poor Clay Bldwell 

(Joaquin Phoenix) has a prob- 
lem. People keep dying violent- 
ly around him and before long, 
the law thinks he’s a serial 
killer. It's apparent the real cul- 
prit Is a charismatic stranger 
called Lester (Vince Vaughn) 
but folks in these parts seam lo 
have trouble with the obvious. 
That is until crack FBI agent 
Janeane Garofalo shows up 
and gets to the bottom of 
things. Scott Wilson, a properly 
laid-back sheriff with a deputy 
named Barney, heads up a 
pretty good ensemble cast 
though the film Itself is paved 
With plot hole s, 1998. 104 min- 
utes. PolyGram Home Video. 
Rated R. 


02:00 The Friday IfIJi 
Rock Show Till 
04:00 VH1 Late 

shirt 

08:00 Breakfast In Bed 
11:00 Greatest Hits Of: 1t» 
Movies 

11:20 Talk Music 
12:00 Something For It* 
Weekend 

13:00 The VH1 Classic 
14:00 Ten Of The Best 
15:00 Greatest HbOt 

15:30 Pop-Up Weo 

1 6:00 American Ctas# 
17:00 Album Chart Sto* 
18:00 Premiere 
22:00 The VH1 DW> W 
23:00 The Kale 8 Jtw 8 ® 
00:00 Bob MIBa 1 Btg80J 
01 :00VH1 Spice 


Robert Towne's splendid 
sports drama about legendary 
70s long-distance runner Steve 
Prefontalne is a winner largely 
because of two strong acting 
performances. Billy Crudup, In 
a potential star-making role, is 
"Pre,’’ a front-runner of great 


SINCE YOU'VE 
BEEN GONE' 


Generation X marks the 
spot In this hip and humorous 
comedy about a 10-year high 
school reunion. All the stereo- 
types are here, including main 
man David Schwimmer who 


Nicolas Cage plays a cor- 
rupt cop caught up In the 
assasslnaton ol the U.S. secre- 
tary of defense at an Atlantic 
City boxing match In Brian 
DePalma’s bristling but tangled 
mystery thriller, Cage's charac- 
ter, the hyperactive Rick 
Santoro, is at ringside when 
shots suddenly halt the light 
and turn 14,000 screaming fans 
Into potential suspects. Sealing 
off the arena and Its adjacent 
casino, Rick starts trying to 
untangle the puzzle of who did 
what and why, soachlng for a 
mysterious woman who was 
talking wllh the victim when ho 
was shot and finding that prac- 
tically nothing Is as it seems. 
He's joined In the investigation 
by an old friend (Gary Slnese), 
the dead man's bodyguard who 
was lured away at the crucial 
moment. A veiy watchable film 
though logically challenged. 
1998. 98 minutes. Paramount 
Home Video. Rated R. 


ry love story as Rosina, a 
determined British woman who 
hides her Jewish heritage to 
land a job as governess with a 
wealthy but dysfunctional family 
on a bleak, remote Scottish 
Island. She easily wins over her 
precocious young charge and 
the little gilt's cold, bored moth- 
er but It's a somewhat different 
matter with the father (Tom 
Wilkinson). Obsessed with 
newfangled photography, he 
has found a way to print beauti- 
ful images only to see them 
fade away In minutes. 
Fascinated, Rosina eagerly 
joins in the experiment, discov- 
ering, partly by accident, a rev- 
olutionary procedure to capture 
permanent prints. By now, 
though, more than just Images 
have developed between the 
two. Overall a well-crafted, pic- 
turesque film with fine perfor- 
mances all around. 199B. 114 
minutes. Columbia TriStar 
Horno Video. Rated R. 
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THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT MARY 
3:30/6:30/8:30 
/1 0:30 
GALLERIA 1 


iE&U.' ■_ ,’j/< .‘iioViL; :t?. Hlkly: 'A! 


THE GOVERNESS 1 


Minnie Driver is show- 
cased to this stylish 19th centu- 


“Brute Force" (1947) is a 
violent, powerfully acted drama 
set in an overcrowded maxi- 
mum-security prison, reissued 
by Kino In a digitally remas- 
tered format. Burt Lancaster 
(who made his debut a year 
earlier In ’The Killers') stare as 
a convict who engineers an 
escape to get away from a 
sadistic guard, played chillingly 
by Hume Cronyn. 



SATURDAY, FEB. 13, 1999 
By Stella Wilder 
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B om today, you see opportuni- 
ties almost everywhere you 
look. Indeed, your earliest 
memory is likely to be of you doing 
something that is remarkable or 
even “impossible” in the eyes of 
those around you. You are always 


quick to leant about tilings to 
which you are introduced, and 
once you get the hang of it, you are 
sure to be remarkably successful at 
almost everything you tiy. You pre- 
fer to work alone, as you can be 
rather abrasive and anti social 
when you are required to work 
with others. However, such a 
change in you character isn’t likely 


to minimize your productivity in 
the least.. 

You have a large circle of admir- 
ers, but you liave very few dose 
friends. In fact, there ore only one 
or two individuals in your life you'd 
be glad to see walk up to your door 
unannounced at any rime. You pre- 
fer to keep a respectful distance 
from others more often than not. 


Also bom on litis dare are? Chuck 
Yeager, pilot; Stockard Channing, 
actress; Peter Gabriel, singer, musi- 
cian, composer; George Segal, 
acton Kim Novak, actress. 

To see what is in store for you 
tomorrow, find your birthday and 
read the corresponding paragraph. 
Let your birthday star be your daily 
guide. 
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24 ENTERTAINMENT 


ACROSS 

1 Spending 
plan 

7 Package 

1 3 Take a 
breath 

14 Accustom- 
ed 

15 In disagree- 
ment 

(2 WdB.) 

16 Ab of now 
(2 wds.) 

17 Female 
hogs 

16 Aslan 
. holiday 

20 Harrow's 
rival 

21 Did a pre- 
crime lask 

23 Type of 
servant or 


46 Gun grp. 

47 Vardl opera 
51 Played a 

brass 
Instrument 
53 Cod's 
relative 
55 Tropical 
fish 

55 Set on fire 

57 Solution 

58 Cowhands' 
loops 

DOWN 

1 Favoritism 

2 Do — 
others 

3 Arab 
lateen- 


Answar to Previous Puzzle 


wujw^yiif uiuuaaujl 
UULMEJUUl aaUJIlLlWI 
L!kHL3liJWIiJ UUJyUJUUII 
UILeIK UUM I6L3UI 
UEJJJLijaiiJU I 
lUISlUJfcJUUIH UililtJUJUl 
{slli]WUL=J MMliiaiill 
QUiUUU MlULUilMI 
awisaa yuauaMUii 
UI13UJUII1UU! 1 
mil] [53 yuu uuui 
•aiuuiijyti uhisqhui 

UUtJUliltf UUUUJUIUI 

uuunyuuj ujuiLHi^ui 


21 Pastor, e.g. 

22 Ten years 

23 Be 
concerned 

24 Construc- 
tion beam 
(2 wds.) 


42 Dancing 
Queen 


43 Damage 
aeverely 

44 Breakfast 
foods 


engineer 

5 Old age 

25 type of 

45 Large 

27 Cold eigne 

6 Seed 

squad 

amount 

32 Tolerate 

covering 

28 The same 

47 River In 

33 Capital of 

7 Once—, 

28 Facility 

m , . 

Egypt 

twice shy 

29 lype of 

48 Storklike’ 

34 Runner 

(wary) 

pasta 

bird 

35 Moving 

8 Numero ■— 

30 Skater 

49 — on (act 

about 

9 Naked 

Holden 

like a 

36 Religious 

10 Darnl 

31 Irritated 

grand- 

recluse 

11 Mother of 

37 Flammable 

parent) 

39 Thaw 

Apollo 

material 

50 Tropical 

40 Sorceress 

12 Eve's 

38 Commit a 

fruit 

of myth 

garden 

faux paa 

52 Sight organ 

42 8urface 

19 Double 

41 Log 

54 Playwright 

measures 

curve 

dwelling 

Beni 



SEE SOLUTION TOMORROW 
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NEW YORK, (UPI) - A new poll by Jameson Irisii Whiskey show?. ■ 
the wealin’ o'.rhe green looks much better oiv-the ladles. 'j .! 

When po|Ied •; by Jameson,' Americans were more . likely to •• 
recall the namej of famous lrish women. 

Maureen O'Hara jshest remembered . tiiit'when asked 
about their, favorite- IfissieS, Consumers overwhelmingly chose:: 
ka(heriri(l HcpIl^rH' closely followed by Rosie 
O^Doniielj and M$g Ryijn ■ ; - 

.' When asked about popular male personalities, the most fre- 
quently named Irish men wfcre the Kennedy's, with John jv 
Kennedy Jr., being the most fevored. Alec Baldwin., 

Andy . Rooney Conan O'Brien were among the. 
other favorites named, - •. y, 

. “And .to be sure," .says Marina Borslpi;. senior brand manager, 
for Jameson Irish Whtjkcy Whose sentiments turn green for (he. 
day, “when it comes to tajcing a St. Patrick's day nip, people pre- 
fer Irish whiskey. " '■ ■' 
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. oldie Hawn was honored yesterday 
u as the “Woman of the Year" by 
'l Harvard University's Hasty Pudding 
Theatricals. 

The nation's oldest dramatic organiza- 
tion presented Hawn with its traditional 
brass Pudding Pot for her "lasting and 
impressive contributions to the world of 
entertainment." Blit before she got the 
award, the Oscar-winning actress took part 
in a parade through Harvard Square - 
escorted by students dressed in drag - and 
endured some good-natured roasting on 
the stage at the Hasty Pudding Theatre. 

Hawn told the audience that if through 
her performances she's been able to "bring 
even just a little bit of joy." then she's 
accomplished what she believes is her role 
in life. 

Samuel L Jackson will be honored with a 
Pudding Pot next Thursday as the group's 
“Man of the Year." 


BRAD PITT 


19-year-old woman who sneaked 
/ into actor Brad Pitt's Hollywood Hills 
.5 1 ' home last month has pleaded no 

contest to trespassing and was sentenced 
to 15 clays on a graffiti-removal work crew. 

Athena Rolando was placed on three 
years probation, ..with the condition that 
she undergo at least a year of counseling. 
She’ll be back in court March 15th for a 
progress report to see whether she com- 
pleted her stint with the Hollywood 
Beautification Team work crew... and again 
in one year to determine If she needs more 
counseling. 

The judge also issued a full protective 
order for Pitt that orders Rolando to stay at 
least 100 yards away from him and his 
house. It also prohibits her from contact- 
ing. annoying, harassing, threatening or 
stalking the actor. 

On Wednesday, a Los Angeles County 
court commissioner granted a request 
from Pitt’s attorneys for a protective order 
that keeps her away from the actor for 
three years. 

Rolando was arrested January 7th alter 
Pitt's housekeeper found her in an upstairs 
bedioom... wearing Pitt's sweatshirt, sweat 
pants and tennis shoes. 


FASHION WEEK 


ip*. ill Baldwin, Kevin Bacon and Jeremy 
I Plven helped kick off Fashion Week 
*1 festivities at New York's Grand 
Central Station yesterday. The TV and 
movie stars - along with a group of hunky 
male models - took to theTunway to model 
business suits and casual wear from 
Kenneth Cole’s Fall 1999 collection. 

Sitting front row and center for the show 
was Bacon’s wife, actress Kyra 

Sedgwick.. .who cheered her hubby on as 
he strutted down the catwalk. 

The fashion industry's most popular 
designers will be showing their new lines in 
Manhattan's Bryant Park and other select 
locations throughout the city until next 
Friday. 


. •: jrlicr this week, the i in min.it inns fin 
'j j the 7 1st iinnu.il Ac.itk-inv Aw.nds 
11 .were announced. ..ivlehi .King the 
best nf the best. 

Now come the nominal inns lor the iMili 
annual Rnzzie Awards... celebrating - il 
that’s the word ■ the worst ul'ilie woisi. 

Leading all movies with nine Ka/zie nom- 
inations was “An Alan Smiihce Film: Bum, 
Hollywood. Burn!’' It’s up lor worst pit- 
ture. ..worst director.. .worst screenplay, hy 
writer Joe Eszterhas... worst original 
song.. .worst actor, Ryan O'Neal. ..worst sup- 
porting actor, Sylvester Stallone AND 
Eszterhas playing themselves. ..worst new 
star, Eszterhas ngain...and worst screen 
couple, any combination of two people 
playing themselves in the film. 

In addition to "Bum. Hollywood, Bum!" 
the nominees for woist picture are “The 
Avengers,” with a total of eight Razzic 
nominations.. ."Armageddon," 

seven... "Spice World," six. ..and "Godzilla," 
five. 

Besides O’Neal, the worst actor nomi- 
nees are Ralph Fiennes, "The 
Avengers"... Ryan Phillipe, “54".. .Adam 
Sandler, “The Waterboy"... and Bruce 
Willis, “Armageddon." 

For worst actress, the nominees .ire all 
five Spice Girls for "Spice Worid"...Yasmine 
Bleeth, "RASKketbnU"...Anue lleche, 
"Psycho”... Jessica Lange, "Hu.sir...nnd Dmu 
Thurman, "The Avengers." 

In addition to any combination ol two 
people playing themselves in "Burn, 
Hollywood, Hurnl"...l.eou,irilo DiCaprio has- 
been nominated in the worst ample cate- 
gory for playing twins in "The Man in the 
Iron Mask.” Also in this category .ire any 
combi nation of two characters, body parts 
or fashion accessories in "Spice Wnild." In 
the running, tou, aie Fiennes and Thurman 
for "The Avengers” and Ben Alflcck and l.iv 
Tyler for "Armageddon. ” 

A special Raspberry award will he given 
for the worst movie trends of the worst 
movie-year ever. Tile trends are "(iidgets 'll' 
Geezers" 58-year-old leading men wooing 
28-year-okl leading ladies. .."If yuii'vo seen 
the trailer, why bother in see l lie 
movie?"... "50 minutes ol story conveyed in 
less than three hours". .."TUX: the audio is 
deafening"... and "Yo qiiiero tacky lie-ins," 
niega-zillion-dollar cross-prninolional 
overkill, such as those fin "Armageddon" 
and "Godzilla." 


OLD FASHIONED DAD 


1 ^ h \ e * ^^ son S,1 ^ S * , ' s c ^^ ren 

v/|l w * ,at the y neef *' but he doesn't 
V spoil them. Gibson tells People 
magazine if any of the six kids want “a few 
extra bucks, they have to work for it" - 
maybe wash the car. And lie says the kids, 
who will be getting a new baby brother or 
sister soon, wilj not be getting their own 
cars for birthday presents. Gibson says 
"that way lies a car accident. Or you’ll 
become a grandfather before you’re sup- 
posed to.” • 
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, "llywnnd Reporter says ho? 
I 1 I HGuprio and director Mkhael^. 

■ «ue developing a movie bas **;' 
hu<>k about Howard Hughes. % 
Hughes: The Untold Story’ covers & 
iluiii M) years of the eccentric biffin.--, 
file. 


SCOTT, LEMMON WILL 
TEAM UP AGAIN 


.cult and Jack Lemmon, who ttiiuii 
award-winning performance! t 
i Showtime's production of 'l2Jt; 
Men," will work together again firi 
same network in a remake of "Inheriii 
Wind." Showtime also plans to mi- 
movie version of "Strange Justice'll 
about the controversial nomimiin 
Clarence Thomas to the Supreirafc 
Fox once owned the rights to the tail 
Fox owner Rupert Murdoch repst! 
spiked the project out of defator. 
I bonus. 


JACK'S BAG 


ack Nicholson is not up for an Ac- 
Award this year, but lie will be p-* 

’ i lie show. Nicholson will pmtf' 
Oscar mi the March 21 telecast. 
there lots nf limes before - three tim^ 
winner, and lie limes to present liter 
Im best picture. 


DANCING AT THE OS m 


%) . obbie Allen will choreojflF' 

[; »'j 7 1 si Academy Awards telear. > 

H her sixth lime. She also apt*' 
twice jis a performer on the Oscars^ 
cast. Allen just finished playing 
Jord.m's mom in "Chicago Swry. i‘ 
Family Channel movie about Jordan 


SHE HAS THE 
GREATEST GENB 


v . ailaAli Ims yet to step into te* 
1 her first bout, and already P ^ 
8 . .litre calling her the - 
woman in boxing. Her ^thff 
called the most famous man in m 
Hut rormcr heavyweight 

MulianiniatlAli reportedly Is not 

his daughter has chosen 
ily business. Trainer Kevin Motpn 
trains harder than m^nehe . .. 
with. A publicist says Laila T 
first bout late this summer. ■. /£ 


""h'Vos Angeles M » WQ 
| W i|| provide a nWtwoftgVgj 
« Franz when he travels t'd --^ 
Boulevard next week to 
Walk of Fame. Franz is Wgj 
Emmy-winnlng star 

resume includes anodierhlgmr^ ( 

work-type acting Job, a co .‘\^.^ 
"Hill Street Blues." f 
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2. Combine a eerwsj for kltls (1) 


3. Happy father (1) 


4. Donate a colander (1) 


5. Smelly little finger (2) 


6. Annoy swlmmer/actrega Will lama (2) 


7. Peers at stylish wrist time pieces (2> 


pair uf words (like FAT CAT 
and MIURLI-; TKOUBLfcb, and 
they will fit In the letter 
squares. Hie number alter the 
definition tells you how many 
syllables In each word. 
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Answers to 
previous 
Wordy Gurdy 




1. NUNS GUNS 2. EMSGEMS 8. PURBUJUROlt 4. FAR DAIl 
6. PIDDLE RIDDLE 0. BILLYS PI LUES 7. 8TUMBLKH8 TUMBLERS 
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MATTER, EPPy? / , 
ARE YOU tOOKlNfr!l(,n 
FOR DM6? W nc 

She's gone 
With grandpa. I 

,^'Jr. I SnSv 
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QUEEN’S WARRANTS GIVE UNIQUE INSIGHT INTO ROYAL LIU 


By Stephen Moss in London 



A S THE royals decline in 
importance, we become 
ever more interested in 
them. Suddenly it matters who 
the Poet Laureate is, and how 
we choose him or her; we want 
to know why Paul McCartney or 
An ew Uoyd Webber isn't 
Master of the Queen's Music 
rather than that Australian 
bloke no one can quite remem- 
ber; and the Queen’s with awal 
of her warrant from tobacco 
company Gallaher is seen as a 
burning national issue. 

A royal warrant confers few 
benefits on a supplier beyond 
the right to display the words 
"By Appointment to Her 
Majesty the Queen" on sta- 
tioner packaging and shop 
fronts. Warrants are carefully 
policed to ensure that warrant- 
holders don't mention their 
royal patronage in ads. Even 
discussing who at the royal 
household consumes what is 
tantamount to treason. 

A royal warrant is a double- 
edged sword. The monarch 
giveth and the monarch taketh 
away. Warrants date back to 
medieval times. Henry VIII, 
whose household expanded at 
the same rate as his waistline, 
granted a warrant to Thomas 
Hewytt to “serve the court with 
swans and cranes." 

Without wishing to add fur- 
ther woe to Gallaher, which had 
held its warrant proudly for 1 22 
years, Hewytt’s example Is 


d- 


mm 


salutary one. The market in 
swans has gone through the 
floor since its Tlidor heyday, 
and game too has suffered a 
serious decline. Hare today, 
gone tomorrow - with royal 
warrants no defence against the 
consumerist tide. 

Pin makers, mole takers, card 
makers and rat catchers all held 
royal warrants under George III. 
Where are they now? What did 
the “watchmaker in reversion" 
granted a warrant in 1684 do, 
precisely? Did the "goffe-club 
maker" of the same year survive 
the Glorious Revolution? 

A survey of warrants testifies 
to the mutability of taste and of 
the businesses which seek to 
satisfy it. But the current list of 
warrants also offers a fascinat- 
ing insight into the way the 
royal households operate, and a 
warming snapshot of British 
commercial life. 

Four members of the royal 
family can grant warrants - the 
Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh, 
the Prince of Wales, and the 
Queen Mother. They are grant- 
ed to suppliers who have pro- 
vided goods or services to one 
of the households in reasonable 
quantities for three successive 
years. They run initially for 10 
years, but are then reviewed 
annually and lapse if goods are 
bought in smaller quantities or 
less often. 

Reports of Gallaher's loss of 
its warrant gave a variety of rea- 
sons; the Queen, whose father 
died of a smoking-related ill- 
ness, had suddenly seen the 
light; Charles - reputed to be a 
virulent anti- smoker - insisted 
on making a stand; fewer ciga- 
rettes were being bought for 


royal functions. All three factors 
played a part. 

My mole at the palace - 
remember the mole-catcher 
lost his warrant centuries ago - 
says the Queen was closely 
involved in the decision, bur did 
not wish it to be interpreted in 
political terms. The Queen is a 
non-smoker; guests were smok- 
ing less; the household was 
buying fewer cigarettes. 
Demand was declining and the 
Queen felt no personal commit- 
ment to sustaining the warrant; 
quite the reverse, despite her 
sister’s long-term commitment 
to tobacco. The same commer- 
cial logic did for Guinness and 
Booth’s gin in the mid-1990s, 
when both lost their warrants. 
Some 30 warrant holders a year 
go the way of all swan gather- 
ers, to be replaced by suppliers 
of tofu, sushi and instant cous- 
cous. 

According to my mole, the 
Queen takes a close personal 
interest In her thousand or so 
warrant holders, who service 
her 700-strong household. “The 
Queen does ultimately decide,” 
he says. "She sees the warrants 
as an important link with 
trade." 

However, that does not mean 
she has to have a personal 
familiarity with the products. 
“Eyes cleaning fluid has a war- 
rant and she doesn’t use that, 
as far as I know." says the mole, 
subversively. 

Her household is so large and 
diverse that it is difficult to aw 
conclusions about her personal 
tastes from the list of warrant 
holders. published each 
December, but there are some 
splendid inclusions: W Forbes 


of Aberdeenshire, taxidermists 
by royal appointment. Who, 
apart from the press, does the 
Queen want stuffed? And R G 
Hardy & Co of Glasgow, bagpipe 
makers. Or Valerie M Bennett- 
Levy, supplier of nosegays, 
essential for palace enactment's 
of the novels of Jane Austin. 

There are plenty of gunmak- 
ers, a supplier of clay pigeons, a 
(real) pigeon loft manufacturer, 
a supplier of fancy goods (those 
royalsl), a maker of courtesies 
(those royalsll), and a philate- 
list, Stanley Gibbons of course, 
for quiet evenings at home. The 
Master of the Household's list 
of suppliers is mouth-watering: 
potted shrimps from James 
Baxter & Son, chocolates from 
Bendicks of Mayfair, fish from 
An ew Donaldson of King's 
Lynn, honey from Kirkness and 
Gorie of Kirkwall, smoked 
salmon and whisky from 
Scotland's finest, and cham- 
pagne from no fewer than 
seven great houses. Mum's the 
word about the size of the bill. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, who 
does not have his own house- 
hold but keeps an office with 45 
staff, has Issued far fewer war- 
rants - around 40 - and they 
more closely reflect Ills person- 
al needs and interests. The 
Horseman’s Bookshop, 

Hatchards, a carriage builder, 
gunmakers, bootmakers, sever- 
al naval tailors, a medallist, a 
marine photographer, a maker 
of waterproof rubber footwear, 
and Land Rover. Whose life, as 
Lloyd Grossman might say, is 
this? There is also a kiltmaker. 
So even If the Queen wears the 
trousers in the royal household, 
there Is not much doubt who 


wears the kilt. 

The Prince of Wales, who was 
given the authority to grant his 
own warrants in 1980. has 
granted around 170, and they 
illuminate his concerns. He 
takes an active interest in them 
and has instructed his staff to 
check on the environmental 
awareness of companies. There 
are the regulation makers of 
guns, kilts, fishing tackle and 
objets d'art. But what are we to 
make of the warrant to 
Eximious Lid, manufacturers of 
monogrammed accessories? A 
touch of princely vanity? Or the 
truffles from Carluccio's. which 
come, one imagines, not as sin- 
gle spies but in battalions? 

The list also reflects the 
prince's well-known preoccupa- 
tions - homeopathic medicines 
from Ainsworths of London, 
flower bulbs from Walrer Blom 
of Milton Earnest, English 
essential oils from Norfolk 
Lavender Ltd, natural mineral 
water from the Crystal Fountain 
Water Company, terracotta pots 
from Pots and Pithoi of West 
Sussex, and exotic mushrooms 
from McPhersons of Pitlochry. 
Exotic mushrooms? He also 
seems to have a taste for audio 
books - from Cover to Cover 
Cassettes of Marlborough - or 
are they for the plants? The 
most telling list is the Queen 
Mother's. A point overlooked in 
most of the reports of the 
Gallahcr affair is that two tobac- 
co companies • John Player and 
cigar merchants James J Fox & 
Robert Lewis - have retained 
their warrants, courtesy of the 
Queen Mum. No hint of politi- 
cal correctness in her world- 
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1 . Aria: The Opera Album - Andrea Bocellf 

2. Viaggio italiano - Andrea Bocelll 

3. The 3 Tenors? Paris 1998 - Carreras-Domingo-Pavarotti 

4. Soundtrack: Hilary and Jackie - Various artists 

5. Romantic Moments - Andre Rieu 

6. Classic Wynton - Wynton Marsalis 

7. The Mozart Effect: Playtime to Sleepy time - Don Campbell 

8. The Mozart Effect, Volume 1 - Don Campbell 

9. Star Crossed Lovers - Placido Domingo/Rene Fleming 

10. The Mozart Effect: Strengthen The Mind - Don Campbell 


T oronto 
police say a 
man who 
died in his home 
about a month ago 
may've been par- 
tially eaten by 
about a dozen cats 
which were locked 
in die house with 
no other food. 

Police tell the 
Tbronto Sun news- 
paper that the 

HMS 


man...idenriHed as 
John Marlln...wns 
found dead in his 
storefront home 
Wednesday after 
neighbors com- 
plained his cats 
were being 

neglected. Cause 
of deadi has not 
been estsb- 

lished... although 
foul play Is not sus- 
pected. Detectives 

nm 


say die cats “did 
have contact with 
the body.” 

A friend 
described Martin 
as a recluse who 
loved cats. 

The Toronto 
Humane Society 
rescued some of 
the cats...while 
others scattered 
after police broke 
into die home. 


SATURDAY: This Is Gel A Different Name 
Day...for (hose who don't like the one they have. 
(Contact Tom and Ruth Roy. of the Wellness 
Permission League at 717-964-1308.) 

Brazil - especially Rio de Janleroi - oelebrates 
Carnival beginning tonight through Shrove Tuesday. 
This festival Is a big annual event In the lives of 
many Brazilians. Carnival Is also celebrated with 
parties and parades ln ; many other places.. slnblud^ 
Ing the French West Indies, • : .7 ; 


Her list also gives tt,'. 
room to brewers, disdlkni 
riers, jewellers, gunmta; 
purveyor of champagne,^'* 
ers of Martini, suppfini 
automatic kwi 
machines, a shellfish 
a curer of sweet plcM.- 
several sausage nubi 
cheesemonger, a pump. 
Scottish specialities, i ^ 
of racing colours, a aft 
bespoke shoe manuta' 
antique carpet restorer 
plier of fine portdiL. 
umbrella manufacturer, if 
sports outfitter, a tweedcr. 
.i silk mercer, a so# 
sheep dip products, a fp- 
of almond products, am 
turer of Christmas pod4 
beautician, a cosmetirr 
robeniaker, a chimney s^ 
milliner, a manufacturer^ 
trie blankets, and a 5# 
invalid furniture. 

It is the portrait of a « 
a household, a pr'M 
world, and a remark^ 
And. like all the othecrj 
she seems to prefer"® 
for breakfast. With h 
Clicquot rather than*** 
presumably. And a F 5 ^. 
Players, of course 


MUNICH, (AFP) - 
Pop violinist Vhnessn 
Mne said she does 
not think she is par- 
ticularly sexy. 

And her looks 
have not necessari- 
ly helped her musi- 
cal career, the 20- 
year-old Mae told 
the mngnzine 
Bunte, 

After all, she 
started out in music 
before she was 
aware of her looks, 
she said. And she 
signed her first 
record contract 
when she was 13 
and still wearing . 
dental braces. 

”1 believe that 
people want to 
hear mq primarily 
as a musician and , 
only then , do they •" 
look at me. arid 


think: hey. site’s not 
bad looking," Mae 
said. 

"Tilin'* only a 
continuation of my 
success ns a violin- 
ist. 

She said she 
would continue to 
play classical music 


JAPANESE OLYMPIC OFFICIALS SAY NINE 
IOC MEMBERS MAY HAVE BROKEN RULES 


TOKYO (AP) — Nine 
International Olympic 

Committee members might 
have broken IOC rules during 
visits to Nagano during the 
Japanese city’s bid for the 1998 
Winter Games, Japanese 
Olympicofficials said Friday. 
Wrapping up an investigation 
into Nagano's bid, they Said a 
complete report will be sent to 
IOC headquarters in 
Switzerland by Monday. 

"After that it's up to the discre- 
tion of the IOC," said Japanese 
Olympic Committee secretary- 
general Yushiro Yagi, who head- 
ed the investigative team. 

%gi refused to give the names 
of the nine or details of their 
conduct. 

lie would only say that those 
engaged in questionable con- 
duct included one IOC member 
who visited Nagano several 
times, four who brought "large 
numbers’’ of people and four 
who were accompanied by fam- 
ilies and friends. 

IOC officials are generally 
allowed one trip to a bidding 
cily and permitted to bring 
along one other guest at the 


bidders' expense. 

Yagi also dismissed criticism 
that there was a conflict of 
interest in forming the inves- 
tigative team from members of 
the Japanese Olympic 
Committee, some of whom had 
also served on the Nagano bid 
committee. 

“I’m satisfied with this report," 
Yagi said. 

A Nagano residents group 
called on Tokyo prosecutors 
Friday to investigate Nagano’s 
bid. 

“We would like an impartial 
investigation," Kaoru Iwata, 
who heads the group, wrore in 
a lerrer submitted to prosecu- 
tors. 

Iwata's group has Hied a civil 
lawsuit demanding the return 
of taxpayer money used in the 
bid. 

Yagi said his investigative team 
was unable to confirm any 
expensive gifts, reimbursement 
of medical costs or outright 
transfers of money. 

The team based the findings on 
seven days of interviews with 
former Nagano bid committee 
members and an examination 
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or bid committee records. "regrettable. ’ Nagano’s bid cost 2 billion yen" 

Yngi said records were intom- The team would continue its JS 18 million). ] n the wake of 

plete because the bid commit- investigation, Yagi said, the Salr Lake Cily scnncl.il, 

tee had burned its accounting although lie refused to snywh.ir Nagano’s bid has also come 

ledgers in 1992. which lie called it would look into next. under scrutiny. 
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Bidders have said they wined 
and dined visiting IOC ulUcials. 
entertaining some with geisha 
and taking others to the tourist 
spot of Kyoto. 


as well 
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THE ROYAL HASHEMITE FAMILY 

and 

The people of Jordan 
On the passing away of 


THE LATE KING HUSSEIN BIN TALAL 


MAY GOD REST HIS SOUL 
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DUBAI, UAE (AP| — Third seed 
Tiin Henman and outsider 
Andrew Hie Teached the quar- 
terfinals of the $ 1 million 
Dubai Open Thursday while No. 
5 Karol Kucera and Czech Petr 
Korda were sent packing. 

Henman appeared to be on 
his way to an easy victory over 
Sweden's Jonas Bjorkman, tak 


ing the first set 6-3. But 
Bjorkman took the second set 
ro a tiebreak, failing to capital- 
ize on three set points, and 
Henman emerged victorious 7-6 
(9-7). 

“It was a good match and it 
was definitely a great win. The 
serves were important," said 
Henman, who served five aces 



ROTTERDAM, Netherlands (AFP) — Germany's former 
Wimbledon champion Boris Becker , has withdrawn from the 
ABN/Amro tournament beginning Monday. 

Becker, who won the event in 1992, had obtained a wildcard on 
Thursday but was injured during practice with Spanish player. Alex 
Corretja. 

Tournament director Wim Buitendijk said: "This time it Is defi- 
nitely finished with Becker and this tournament." ,, 

Becker is in semi-retirement, choosing and picking the tourna- 
ments he plays In. - 

LONDON (AFP) — Liz McColgan. Britain's most successful 
women's distance runner, Friday announced she is pregnant. and 
will not compete in this year’s London Marathon. 

McColgan had recently recovered from an ankle injury and was 
striving to ensure she was fit enough to compete in the race she 
won In 1996. 

The announcement came shortly after Irish long-distance ace 
Sonia O'Sullivan revealed that she too is expecting a baby in July, 
three months before McColgan. 


to Bjorkman’s one. 

Kucera joined the list of fall- 
en seeds after being eliminated 
by Frenchman Jerome Colmard 
7-6 ( 8 - 6 ), 6-1. 

“Maybe he had a problem 
with the strings because he was 
looking at his racket all the 
time. And then after he held a 
set point and lost the set, I 
think he lost it a little in the 
head," said Golmard, who faces 
Henman in the quarterfinals. 

Kucera was added to the pile 
of ousted seeds that already has 
claimed top seed Alex Corretja, 
fourth seed Greg Rusedski and 
No. 6 Albert Costa. 

[lie, who on Tuesday ousted 
defending champion and world 
number two Alex Corretja, 
cruised to an easy 6 - 1 . 6-3 win 
over Korda. 

Hie raced ahead early on and 
led 5-0 in the first set before 
Korda was able to hold serve. 

The Romanian-born 

Australian was beaming with 
confidence throughout the 
match, pumping his fist after 
hitting winners while the frus- 
trated Korda refused to shake 
the hand of the chair umpire, 
with whom he argued over sev- 
eral calls. 

Hie needed 68 minutes to 
wrap up the match and book a 


place in the quarterfinals 
against eighth seed Gustavo 
Kuerten. Kuerten, of Brazil, 
ended the run of Belgian quali- 
fier Johan Vhn Herck, G-3, 6-2, in 
just 49 minutes. 

In the other quarterfinals, 
second seed Carlos Moya will 
face fellow Spaniard Felix 
Mantilla, and Germany's Nicolas 
Kiefer will play another 
Spaniard. Francisco Clavet. 

In the doubles, top seeds and 
local favorites Mahesh Bhupathi 
and Leander Paes of India were 
upset by Australia's Joshua 
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WORLD BIATHLON 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
RESULTS 


KONTIOLAHT1 (A1») — Results Friday front the sprint events w 
35th World Biathlon Championships: 

Men: 

10 kilometers (first portion of pursuit avaal)* 

1, Frank Luck, Germany, 28 minutes, 5.6 seconds (no p*!* 

ing rounds) , ■ • 

2, Patrick Favre, Italy, 28:27.6 («} - 22 seconds behind; ., 

3, Frode And resen, Norway, 28:46.4 (2) - 40.8. _ . 

4, l.udwig Gredler. Austria, 29: 12.9 (3) - 1:07.3. 

5, Olegs Maluhins, Latvia, 29:13.7 (4) - 1:08.1* 

6 , Riuti Gross, Germany, 29:14.1 (2) - 1:08.5. .. >■ 

7, Sven Fischer, Germany, 29: 14.4 (3) - 1 : 08 . 8 . /*; -r , 

8 , Alexei Aidarov. Belarus, 29:18.3 (2) - 1 : 12 - 7 . ,*■ 

9, Oleg RyzUenkov, Belarus, 29:21.1 (3) ■* 1:15-5.- . 

10, Jekabs Nakums, Latvia, 29:27.6 ( 1) * 1 : 22 . 0 . , ■ .;.;v 

Women: 

7.0 kilometers (first portion of pursottP^^ 

1, Martina Zellner, Germany, 26:59.9 (2).; 

2, Magdalena Forsberg, Sweden ,' 27:04.4 (1).\ r ; 

behind. • ' 

3, Olena Zubrllova, Ukraine, 27:08.2 (3) - 83; 

4, Albina Akhatova. Russia, 27: 1 7.0 (2) - -I 7j 

5, Delphyne Heymann-Burlet. Profit*! r 2 7-2|f.^,^^ 

6 , Outi ket(unen, Finland, 27:31.0 

7, Martina Schwarzbacherova, Slovakia, j 

8 ; Ann Elen Skjelbrpld, Norway. 27;42.,1 

9, Andreja Grgsic, Slqvenia,27;46.0 (2) 

IQt jDlena Petrova, Ukraine, 27:48.8 
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president would be acquitted. This historic rrial 
marks the second unsuccessful effort to unseat a 
president since the Senate failed to remove the 
only other impeached president, Andrew Johnson, 
in 1868 . 

Eager to get beyond an impeachment crisis that 
paralyzed the capital for a year, the president was 
prepared to make a statement about an hour after 
the verdict, though he wasn’t saying whether it 
would be on paper or in person. Clinton leaves 
Sunday for a trip to Mexico. 

Even with an inevitable acquittal, senators want- 
ed the public to know they abhorred the presi- 
dent's conduct in concealing his affair with Monica 
Lewinsky. “While it may not be a crime, he exploit- 
ed a very young, star-struck employee whom he 
then proceeded to smear in an attempt to destroy 
her credibility, her reputation, her life," said 
Senator Collins, who earlier Friday became the fifth 
Republican to announce an intention to vote for 
acquittal. 

Democrats also had sharp words for the presi- 
dent. "The president’s seif-indulgent actions were 
immoral, disgraceful, reprehensible. History should 
-and, I suspect, will - judge that William Jefferson 
Charon dishonored himself and rlie highest office 
in our American democracy," said Sen. Bob Graham 
ufHurida. 

Republican Sen. Robert Bennett of Utah predict- 
ed thar Clinton's concealment of his affair with Ms. 


harassment lawsuit, would forever tar him as ' ' the 
most accomplished, polished liar we’ve ever had 
serving in the White House." 

Despite the acquittal. Clinton is not without 
troubles: He could face indictment, while in office 
or after his term, by Independent Counsel Kenneth 
Starr, and must finish his remaining months in 
office facing a GOP-controlled Congress that want- 
ed him evicted from the White House. 

With a Senate vote to acquit President Clinton, a 
crushing weight was lifted from the American polit- 
ical system. But after 13 months under the houlder 
of the impeachment threat, can this system spring 
back? 

A year of investigation and impeachment has 
reinforced negative trends in politics and the news 
media, widened the gulf between Washington and 
the American people and left the leaders of the 
count iy's major institutions on trial, accuiding 10 
scholars, public opinion experts and political ana- 
lysts. 

The damage from the events of the past year is 
widespread. Clinton’s personal reputation Inis 
plummeted as a result of his conduct, Congress has 
suffered from its displays of excessive partisanship, 
and the news media’s reputation has been hurt by 
its accelerating appetite for scandal. 

But witli trust in institutions still at perilously 
low levels and clear public anger toward (lie parti- 
sanship that has become the norm in Washington, 
the country's political leadership - presidemi.il and 


congressional - faces a delicate rebuilding job. 

But many analysts are quick to add that the long- 
term effects may look quite different from the 
Watergate crisis of 25 years ago. which enhanced 
the reputation of the press and shifted the power 
balance between Congress and the president. 

The presidency, for example, may not be radical- 
ly altered because of Clinton's misdeeds, although 
public expectations for the occupants of the office 
may be lowered. Congress may not be the targer or 
public ire, but congressional Republicans could be. 

Still, the spectacle Thai played to smaller and 
smaller audiences could deepen the sense of cyni- 
cism and disillusionment toward politics and 
Washington, and that could be longer-lasting 
unless political leaders and the media respond to it. 

Hie American public, meanwhile, is more cynical, 
mnre detached than ever. Elections last November, 
for instance, saw the lowosr voter turnout in more 
than 50 years, with only 36 percent of eligible vot- 
ers showing tip at the polls. 

It's precisely because this year has been so polit- 
ically destructive, however, that some foresee a 
degree of respectability - or ar least legislative 
responsibility • returning to American politics. 

American political analysts and historians, 
expressing their views in the press, say the office 
has been diminished somewhat . being viewed a lit- 
tle less reverently, with less emphasis on its role- 
model function. And. as a result of the Glint on legal 
wars, it’s now been rest tilled somewhat, being 
subject to civil lawsuits and losing some of its 


rights to secrecy. 

But overall, these analysts describe the American 
political system as resilient, with room still left for 
great leadership in the presidency. 

But in House of Representatives races in 2000, 
both parties will make impeachment an issue, says 
a senior adviser to Vice President Al Gore's presi- 
dential campaign committee. “People will be called 
to account for their vote," he says, “and it could 
cost the Republicans the House." 

The presidential candidates, however, will likely 
hold impeachment at arm's length, preferring to 
stay focused on the issues, the adviser says. 

That's not to say the media and conservative 
groups won't delve into the personal lives of 
prospective candidates - and make an issue of what 
they find. Already, several would -he candid. lies 
have fielded questions from the purity test. 

Some analysts have grave doubts dial American 
politics can shake the patient of searing partisan- 
ship and investigation. One. I.eon I'.iueLUi, a former 
congressman and ex-chief of stall to Clinton, says 
politicians on both sides of the aisle “will remem- 
ber the trauma." 

Tin- sad outcome of all of this, Panel t.i says, is 
further estrangement nl the American public. 

Clinton may have degraded rite office and dam- 
aged his nuii.il authority to govern by his personal 
conduct, but presidential scluvl.u s predicted the 
long-term impact of die Levvinskyinvestig.it ion .mil 
the impeachment l rial will lie miiiim.it. 
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Dear Sir , 

I would nke to offer my con- 
dolences to The Arab Dally 
and to all Jordanians on the death o King Hussein. I 
followed all the news. I was personally sad, but I also 
felt proud of the legacy that King Hussein left as a 
statesman and peacemaker. 1 had never seen any 
funeral attended by so many heads of state, which is 
clearly a reflection of the respect that your late leader 
commanded. I wish King Abdullah good luck In keep- 
ing up to his father's legacy. 

Alexandre Maid, 
New York, USA 


Dear Sir , 

My students have been getting Jordanian history this 
week. The event which has thrown Jordan Into the 
limelight is certainly tragic for the world, but it has 
helped at least a few children to learn something 
about a great man. Our country suffers a great deal 
from a lack of examples of the things young people 
should learn. Courage, service and sacrifice are alien 
to their vocabulary. Our textbooks are for the most 
part written by the radicals of the sixties who are 
heavily involved In the educational system. Our politi- 
cal leaders are predominantly lawyers who have not 
served In the military and do not know what It is to 
be deprived or in danger. I have placed a portrait of 
King Hussein, given to me by a Jordanian Army offi- 
cer, in my classroom for a period of time to stimulate 
discussion. 

Please let me know what I must do to obtain a copy 
of the Arab Daily for my classes. Will you have an e- 
mail address for the students to write letters to you? 
Some kind of exchange between the nations for 10 
to 14 year olds might be of interest. IWe have a 
school web site as well as e-mail facility.. 

William Bowlin 
San Antonio , USA 
(ex-Major, US Army) 
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ARAB, US OFFICIALS WILL ADDRESS |{ 
MOCK PEACE CONFERENCE IN HONOI 

OF KING HUSSEIN 


NEW HAVEN. Connecticut (AP) - Two-hun- 
dred would-be diplomats, now studying ar 
universities across the United Stares, will 
honor the legacy or Jordan's King Hussein 
by brokering a mack Middle East peace 
accord this week in a summit at Yale 
University. 

Some real-life players in the peace 
process, including Jordanian Ambassador 
to the United Nations Hasan Abu Nimah. 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Martin 
Indyk, and former Israeli foreign minister 
Abba Eban will address the student dele- 
gates from Harvard, Yale, Brown, University 
of Michigan, New York University and other 
colleges. 

Officials from the U.S. State Department 


DIGGING 
AROUND THE 
LEANING 
PISA TOWER 
HAS STARTED 


PISA, Italy (AP) - Workers on Friday started removing soil from 
under the base of the Leaning Tower, the second phase of a pro- 
ject meant to keep the monument from toppling over. 

The digging is carried out through 12 tubes, inserted to a 
depth of six meters, to remove some soil. Experts hope the 
tower will then settle better into the ground and lean less. 

It now leans 6 degrees - four meters off the perpendicular. 

Tile digging follows the attachment of two sers of steel "sus- 
penders," anchored to giant winches dug into the ground about 
100 meters from the tower. 

Should the excavation threaten to make the tower wobbly - 
experts highly doubt that ■ the suspenders would then be pulled 
tight to stabilize it. 

The whole project is expected to cake at least five months. 

If it succeeds, the 12th-century tower will be straightened by 
a half-degree. 


and CIA also are expected to attend the 
summit, which begins Thursday and runs 
through Sunday. Students hope to end the 
simulated summit by hammering out what 
will be known as the "Yale Accords." 

The students, a small portion of whom 
are actually from the Middle East, will be 
divided into opposing political interests, 
representing Israel, the Palestinian 
Authority, Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon and 
Syria. Negotiations will center on human 
rights, regional security and terrorism, eco- 
nomics and trade. Jerusalem and holy sites, 
Palestinian statehood and refugees. Yale 
undergraduates, representing U.S. or 
European interests, will mediate. 

The organizers admit the chance or 
reaching an agree- 
ment during the four- 
day conference is 
unlikely but are opti- 
mistic that minds can 
be changed. 

"The conference 
will have done its job 
even if one previously 


opinionated person leaves the confer; 
witii a more reasoned perspective,’ «,■ 
Munhara Hamza, a 19-year-oid frnb 
from Ras Tnnura, Saudi Arabia, ufa. 
majoring in international studies. "Itsn 
that our generation establish a reason, 
dialogue over these sensitive issues »Cj 
future generations won't be forced la jn; 
pie with them." 

Tire conference will open with aim®; 
of silence to honor King Hussein, wliof< 
Sunday ar the age of 63 from cancn J 
fall, though gravely ilL Hussein left t' 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota lot.- 
President Bill Clinton salvage rtiefc 
locked Israeli-Paiestinian peace talks at 
Wye Plantation in eastern Maryland. ' 

The summit was organized by Jewish* 
Muslim student groups at Yale, and fr 
ning began last year. The students wUs.; 
mit a copy of their accords to the 
Knesset and the Palestinian Authority I 


DAUGHTER OF PABLO PICAS!) 
REACHES SETTLEMENT j 
WITH FORMER HUSBAND | 

LONDON (AP) - The daughter of artist Pablo Picasso has rtf 
an out-of-coml settlement witii her former husband, who > 
seeking a reported 250 million pounds ($405 million) of bill 
tune. 

No details were disclosed Friday as to the terms of ifttx 
ment between Pnloma Picasso and businessman Rafael 
Cambil. who were divorced Inst year. ■ 

A hearing on his claim had been scheduled to begin Jk 
behind closed doors in the family division of London sH#* 
Ms. Picasso, 49, inherited a large slice of her rathei s tot- 
and also has been a success in the cosmetics industry. 

The Argentine-born l.opez-Camhil, 51, was said 
half of her fortune, based on Itis contributions to herbusinw 
turcs. She once described him as the "architect 1 0 ^ • 

Apart from cash, the legal battle had Included cla , 
works owned by Ms. Picasso, including 2,000 paintings*, , j 
drawings by her father. /"; 
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FLUIDITY AND EMOTION IN THE WORKS OF OLIVIER DEERE 

T i he French Cultural Center graph form, the texture is rep- 
in Amman invites the resented by an intense area of 

Jordanian public to an color rendered by juxtaposed jtJ**'* Afc _ 


T i he French Cultural Center 
in Amman invites the 
Jordanian public to an 
exhibition of '50 Years of 
Graphic Art' by the great French 
artist Olivier Debrd. 

The graphic works, made 
with different techniques, 
promise to give one an experi- 
ence of all that is fluid, natural, 
and subsequently, beautiful. 

Olivier Debr£ was bom in 
Paris in 1920, and in the thirties 
studied architecture and litera- 
ture in the ‘Ecole des Beaux 
Arts.' 

He painted impressionist 
scenes and tried his hand at 
Cubism. Starting in 1 943, Debrl 
practised an abstraction that 
was still reminiscent of reality. 
‘Abstraction is the sole form of 
realism." lie said 
He created and elaborated a 
new vocabulary of signs. 

He meant to express emo- 
tions through the use of sym- 
bols without passing through 
representation ( drawing a sym- 
bol of man rather than the man 
himself.) 

'Figure sign ‘ is a lithograph 
where the figure, vertical and 
very concentrated , is trans- 
posed into sign language. On 
canvas, it was made of iinpasto, 
a tliick-textured layer rendered 
with a palette knife. In litho- 


graph form, the texture is rep- 
resented by an Intense area of 
color rendered by juxtaposed 
layers of Ink ending with a hit- 
and-miss effect, as in a dry 
brushsrroke leaving empty 
spaces between the hair-marks. 

Olivier Debr£ was invited by 
art critic Jean Clarence Lambert 
to participate In an exhibition 
of the ‘Jeune Ecole de Paris' 
(1945-1960) which classified 
him among the adepts of this 
'new nature' 

Indeed, this augured a new 
period in his life. He left the 
narrow space, the human 
dimension, to join in the monu- 
mental open space, the dimen- 
sion of nature. 

In his painting, color now 
invaded all the space, nothing 
opposed it. It is a painting of” 
..total space, space without 
control, without restrictions, 
aimless.” - Jean-Jacques 
I'lwequc 

'Color is the space where the 
emotional action takes place.' 
he said. Sensations seemed to 
materialise in the vast field of 
colour that he painted. 
"Painting is nothing but time 
becoming space and emotion." 
About his own works lie said " I 
have always pa in red smiles" 

As for the suave thrust of 
color in his informal composi- 



tions. he called them the ‘Ter- 
vemes" or the fervent ones. 

He attacked gigantic formats, 
lie painted monochromatic can- 
vases, punctuating them with 
few couches of another colour. 
Debrd felt completely at ease in 
vast formats. 
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His colours were free and 
floating aimlessly, as he p, limed 
them with successive trnnspni- 
. ent layers. Their fluidity is lim- 
itless. almost infinite. 

Yet on the border of this 
‘expanse.’ sediments of thick 
matter (called hi studio 
painters’ jargon ‘la p.ittc* or 
paste.) rhyme witii and delimit 
the space. They are not acci- 
dents, but conscious pictorial 
interventions that help enhance 
the swift movement of the 
major color. This iinpasto' 
effect entering into the smooth 
expanse of color is found in 
gigantic works like the 
grandiose curtains of the the- 
atre of the 'Comtdie Framjaise’ 
1984, or that of the Opera of 
Hong Kong, 1989. 

The curtains of the theatre of 
the 'ComSdie Fran^aise’ 

This was the first great com- 
mission he made for the 
Minisrry of Culture. He had to 
paint the stage-fronE curtain, 
the iron curtain and lambrequin 
(The exterior skirting that tow- 
ers over the curtain). After 6 
months of building maquettes, 
preparing supports and floors 
on which to stretch the canvas, 
500m2 of it. in a huge hangar at 
Le Bourget. 

But Debrl had to face anoth- 
er challenge, the question of 
whether such a work is ade- 
quate Tor a prestigious histori- 
cal place like the Comldie 
Framjaise. Visually, he had to 
create balance between the 
elaborate decorum of this 19th 
century theatre ohd this new, 
contemporary element. in 
grjoat humility, Debre deployed . 
all his force to appease the 
• quarrels between* the old. and. 


now .schools of thought of the 
Aca Up mid tins. 

“it is .in .irchitcctur.il element 
that should adapt to all the 
plays. It should tie up with the 
architecture of the place trans- 
lating, at the same time, scenes 
of drama, comedies or 
tragedies, it should therefore 
be anonymous enough to go as 
well with the tragic as with the 
comic” 

That is why he made it look 
like a real curtain and not like a 
painting that is stuck up there 
on the scene. Great strokes of 
color scan the surface creating 
a descending cascade, pushing 
darker tonalities to the edge. 

As for the iron fire-curtain. 
Ills painting on it had little 
patches of blue impasto that 
gave it a more restrained effect. 

The lambrequin, or upper 
skirting, swivelled sideways 
wiiiing to adapt itself to botli 
curtains. 

In the exhibition, “ The cur- 
tain of Hong Kong " is a 
coloured lithograph ( 84 x 59.9 
cm.) Here he utilises yellow, 
the Chinese imperial color; and 
how much like an imperial robe 
is this colored form. 

.“Xian Rouge." Xian (pro- 
nounced shi-au) is a town in 
China that houses hundreds of 
ancient terracotta warriors. It is 
a land that has known many a 
war. The colour of ‘Red Xian' , a 
violent red covered with inter- 
mittent bland green patches 
reminds us of red China, with 
tpd as communism. A collage of 
B $cripp of newspaper headlines 
. Confirms our doubts. - 
v 'Le Flux ' is a. canvas with an 
overall blue wash, a. splash, the 
influx of water.- Broken edges 


rikI tears leave the white paper 
apparent nt intervals while the 
covered pmt shimmers with 
wet lumiiiiics. 

Again, touches of pink and 
yellow die introduced and 
seem to press their way into the 
edges ns if to fulfil the vehe- 
ment thrust. 

Since 1962 nothing figurative 
remained in his work: just an 
indication o! his source of inspi- 
ration, of his point of departure 
. He calls every composition by 
the name of the place that 
inspired him and the season, as 
in "Loire in Spring.'' i.e. space 
is localised and dated. 

It is important to mention 
here that Debre did not only 
paint in his native Touraine 
(Loire Valley) and Paris, but lie 
travelled extensively and paint- 
ed his vision of far-off places 
like Norway , Cambodia, and 
Hong Kong, 

“He asks nature for nothing 
more than chromatic sensa- 
tions, the rest, all die rest is just 
a question of painting" says 
his fervent critic Jean-Luc 
Chalumeau. 

Ihlking of emotions, one can 
hardly restrain himself from 
feeling as he stands in front of 
these monumental works full of 
action, yet foil of sensitivity. 

On the invitation card to this 
exhibit, and to show their good 
will towards the public, tlie 
French Cultural Centre added to 
their text a list of explanations 
of graphic techniques: ai gesture 
that was highly appreciated! 

, Tlie exhibit will go on until 
the j 23rd af February 1999. 
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